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LONDON (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan reviewed 
the Middle East peace process here with British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Kurd. The Prince and Mr. Hurd exchanged views about the 
situation in the region and a number of regional and international issues. 
The prince and Mr. Hurd also conducted a comprehensive assessment ct 
the Jordanian -British relations and discussed means of promoting them in 
various fields. Jordan's ambassador to Britain Fuad Ayoub ami British 
officials attended the meeting. Later Mr. Ayoub described the meeting as 
useful and constructive, and conducted in a positive and candid 
atmosphere, noting that issues of common concern to the United 
Kingdom and Jordan were discussed. For his part. Mr. Hurd said that 
Britain was continuing its support for the peace process uuh the hope of 
attaining the aspired goals of just and comprehensive peace in the region. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


;U.N. council 
threatens Iraq 


Thousands flee South; U.N. deplores fighting 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council on Wednesday 
■» ■ * threatened Iraq with “serious 
’ consequences' 1 if it did not allow 

■ future monitoring of its potential 

. weapons industry and cooperate 
felly in scrapping its weapons of 
hubs destruction. The council in a 
- statement also authorised Rolf 
: 'Tieus, the executive chairman of 
the special commission in charge 

- :- 4j of destroying the weapons, to go 

to Baghdad immediately to meet 
.‘-i “the highest levels of the Iraqi 
gpvanment to secure the uncon- 

- Stiwal acceptance by Iraq of its 
obligations." 

■ Coffee price hits 17- 

’ year low 

LONDON (AP) — Coffee has 

- readied its lowest price since 
1975, figures released Wednesday 

' by the International Coffee Oiga- 

aisation show. This inter- 
' -/ governmental agency’s indicator 

<rf the world market price of 
coffee for Feb. 18 was $0.5483 a 
pound, down from $0.5576 on 
• "i. Feb. 5. “In spite of the very low 
. * level to which prices have fallen, 
coffee stm continues to be pro- 
duced and exported well in excess 
of demand, and there are no signs 
yet of a new agreement to limit 
exports," the Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit said in its report on 
commodity markets released 
Wednesday. 

Kravchuk says 
Yeltsin has no rights 
over arms deal 

KIEV (R) — Ukrainian' Presi- 
dent Leonid Kravchuk on 
Wednesday said Russian leader 

- Boris Yeltsin had no right to 
negotiate strategic arms cuts on 
behalf of the new Commonwealth 
of Independent States. Mr. Krav- 
chuk, speaking at a briefing for 
foreign correspondents, said the 

J four former Soviet republics with 
mi dear weapons on their soil 
should participate equally in arms 
talks with the United States. 

' ■ ■ E. 

::VT Pope leaves Rome 
" for Africa four 

- ROME (R) — Pope John Paul 

- ' left Rome on Wednesday for an 

dghtrday trip to the West African 
countries of Senegal, Gambia and 

- Guinea. The Alitalia Airbus car- 
rying the Pope, his entrourage 

• and journalists left Rome's 
Rmniano airport at 12.40 p.m. 

- (1140 GMT) for a six-hour flight 
* to the Senegalese capital, Dakar. 

.. Comedian Benny 
•' Hill In new heart 
- scare 


.LQNDON (R) — British come- 
dian Benny Hill, whose slapstick 
humour has become one of the 
country’s most popular television 
•> exports, was readmitted to bos- 
~ jrital on Wednesday to be treated 
for heart trouble. The 67-year-old 
come suffered a mild heart attack 
earlier this month and had only 
been discharged from hospital on 
- Tuesday. 


; Egypt releases 
antiquities of Saudi 
. r Princess 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt on 
Wednesday released a tonne of 
Equities and jewels owned by 
: sister of Saudi leader King 

fthd- after complaints by the 
MaH. embassy, customs officials 
- Customs authorities at 
r®fa:tiipart stopped the ship- 
®£®fcdonging to Princess Latifa 
* Abdul aziz last week citing 
? *^0ptian law which restricts 
fcflrpon of antiquities and valu- 
. "^jmrehased locally. 


democracy could fall 
fo ‘Soviet Union’ 


jONN (R) — Democracy in the 
former Soviet Union could still 
ex-Prestdent Mikhail Gor- 
-i bachcv said in a Ge rman news- 

• paper interview released on 
- . Wednesday. Mr. Gorbachev told 

' V’tibe Hamburg Abendblatt a pro- 

• cess of democratisation had taken 
- root m the country. "But I cannot 

ay today that this process has 
; >ecome iueveisibte," he said in 
" . he interview, extracts of winch 
were released ahead of pubfica- 
fon on Thursday. 


Hizbollah , Israel in fierce duel 


YATER, Lebanon (R) — Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas fired salvoes of 
rockets into Israel on Wednes- 
day. Israel replied with artillery 
shells and air strikes. 

Thousands of Lebanese villa- 
gers filed their homes to escape 
duels reminiscent of the run-up to 
Israel's 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir said the rocket laun- 
chers would be disarmed in a few 
days without an invasion. 

‘They have a lot of Katyushas 
but we will overcome them and 
disarm them,” Mr. Shamir told 
reporters at one of the northern 
Israel sites hit by Hizbollah rock- 
ets. 

“It (the Israeli response) will 
not be same as it was in '82. I 
think in a few days we will have 
here foil security.’' 

In a rare daylight bombard- 


ment, pro-Iranian guerrillas fired 
more than 20 Katyusha missiles 
into Israel, sending schoolchil- 
dren in Galilee running to bomb 
shelters and putting 13 people 
into shock. 

Rockets also hit a bus station 
but no one was hurt. 

Israeli gunners and their South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
allies responded with intense 
shelling of more than 20 villages 
used as bases by Hizbollah fight- 
ers, security sources reported. 

They said casualties were trap- 
ped in villages near Israel's self- 
proclaimed security zone in south 
Lebanon. Ambulances could not 
reach them while the heavy guns 
thundered. 

Civilians fled a dozen villages 
facing the zone overnight and on 
Wednesday, fearing all-out 
zealots intent on avenging the 
killing of their leader on Sunday 


in an helicopter ambush. 

Defying Israeli warnings of 
massive retaliation after three 
nights of artillery duels, Hizbol- 
lah sent more than 30 Katyushas 
slamming into Israel and the buf- 
fer zone, security sources said. 

General Lars Eric Wahlgren, 
commander of the United Na- 
tions Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIF1L), told Reuters in the 
virtually deserted village of Yater 
he also did not anticipate an 
Israeli thrust into Lebanon. 

“I do not expect an invasion or 
incursion,” Gen. Wahlgren said. 

About 65 Katyushas hit Israel 
and the 15- km deep security zone 
overnight and early on Wednes- 
day but the Israeli army reported 
no casualties inside the Jewish 
state. 

U.N. sources said guerrillas 
had fired 160 Katyushas into the 
zone and Israel in the three nights 


since Hizbollah chief Sheikh 
Abbas Musawi was killed in an 
Israeli helicopter ambush. 

SLA and Israeli artillery blasted 
30 southern villages with 1.000 
shells from Sunday to Wednes- 
day, the U.N. sources said. 

The number of rockets, they 
added, was unparalleled since 
1981 when Palestinian fighters 
hammered Israel with hundreds 
of missiles from Lebanon. Israeli 
artillery and planes hit back be- 
fore invading in 1982 to drive the 
PLO out of Lebanon. 

Security sources said two heli- 
copters fired four rockets into the 
village of Jibsheet m their second 
raid since Israel killed Sheikh 
Musawi, his wife and son. 

The Israeli army said its war- 
planes had raided a Hizbollah 
target in Jibsheet and returned to 

(Continued cm page 5) 


Palestinian delegation arrives 
today en route to Washington 


Combined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIAN peace nego- 
tiators plan to travel to Jordan on 
Thursday on their way to a new 
round of Middle East peace talks 
in Washington, spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi said. 

“We have decided to comply 
with the decision of our lead- 
ership, the PLO, to go to Amman 
tomorrow morning and ' to pro- 
ceed to Washington to be there 
on the 24th to take part in die 
bilateral negotiations," Mrs. 
Ashrawi told a news conference. 

The delegates delayed their de- 
parture by one day in protest over 
Israel’s detention of two mem- 
bers of their team's advisory com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Ashrawi said 70 Palesti- 


nians, including 14 members of 
the negotiating team, were leav- 
ing for the talks after the United 
States, a co-sponsor of the peace 
process, promised to work to 
ensure their safety and freedom. 

Faisal Husseini, overall coordi- 
nator of the Palestinian delega- 
tion, was already on his way to 
Washington to meet U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, she 
said. 

Farouq Qaddonmi, bead of the 
PLO’s political department ar- 
rived in Amman Wednesday 
from Damascus for coordination 
with Jordanian officials on the 
peace talks. 

Mr. Qaddouxm" held intensive 
talk* in Damascus with Syrian 
officials Tuesday- 

Foreign Minister Kamal Abu 


Jaber met Mr. Qaddoumi for 
talks on the peace process. 

Mr. Qaddoumi said his talks 
with Dr. Abu Jaber and with 
Syrian officials dealt with coor- 
dination and coopeation among 
Arab states in the peace process 
ahead of the next round of the 
bilateral talks. 

The Palestinian official stressed 
the importance of coordination at 
such a time when Israel is thre- 
atening the peace process by its 
practices. 

“Talks in Amman and Damas- 
cus are aimed at coordinating 
stands and enhancing coopera- 
tion between Arab brethren, par- 
ticularly at the current state when 
we feel that the peace march is 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO blames unnamed Mideast 
state for Lockerbie bomb 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — A top 
PLO official oo Wednesday ac- 
cused an unnamed Middle East- 
ern country of being behind the 
bombing of a Pan Am plane over 
Scotland in 1988 that killed 270 
people. 

“A special intelligence body 
assigned by the PLO traced the 
source of the detonators used in 
the Lockerbie operation and 
those who bought them from the 
arms black market in Lebanon,” 
Bassam Abu Sharif, an adviser of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
rold Reuters. 

“The investigation concluded 
That another Middle Eastern 
country and other parties are 
responsible for the Lockerbie 
crime," he said. He declined to 
name them. 

Asked by Reuters if the conn- 
try involved was an Arab nation, 
Mr. Abu Sharif replied, “it is a 
Middle Eastern country.” 

“Libya has nothing to do with 
the Lockerbie affair,” be said. “I 
am not authorised at this stage to 
reveal any other information.” 

Mr. Abu Sharif said he met 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
member of Algeria's five-man 
presidency tried to reassure the 
relatives of detained Muslim fun* 
damentalists, saying none of the 
5,000 men in two new internment 
camps had been executed. 

“There has been no execu- 
tion," said Human Rights Minis- 
ter Ali Haroun, a member of the 
High Council of State which de- 
clared a state of emergency on 
Feb. 9 to stamp down fun- 
damentalist agitation for a return 
to elections. . 

Algiers has been awash with 
rumours that the security forces 
have treated the detainees brutal- 
ly and even executed some. 

Relatives and friends of mis- 
sing people have been beaegjng 
foe offices of the Algerian Hu- 
man Rights League for news of 
the detainees, league spokesman 
Mohammad Rezzag-Bara said on 


Libyan officials on Tuesday night 
and told them the results of the 
probe carried out by the PLO 
almost two years ago to check 
some Western reports which ac- 
cused a radical Palestinian group 
of being behind the bombing. 

The United States on Tuesday 
dismissed Libyan legal proceed- 
ings connected to the bombing as 
a travesty of justice. “We think 
that a Libyan investigation or a 
bearing is a travesty of justice, 
amounts to nothing more than 
another attempt by Libya to de- 
lay and to evade its responsibil- 
ity,” State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said. 

The two men accused by Bri- 
tain and the United States of 
planting the explosives aboard 
the Pan Am plane, Abdul Baset 
Ali Mohammad A1 Megrahi and 
A1 Amin Kbalifa Fbimah, 
appeared before the media at the 
Libyan supreme court on Tues- 
day. 

The appearance seemed de- 
signed to put to rest reports that 
Libya had bidden or executed 
them to forestall Western 


rian news agency APS and t£ 
Matin newspaper, published on 
Wednesday, Mr. Haroun said 
there were 5,000 people, aQ men, 
in the two camps at Ouragla and 
Reggane, deep in the Sahara 
hundreds of kilometres from 
Algiers. 

Reggane was the site of the 
first French atomic bomb test 
during French rule in Algeria. 

Mr. Haroun 's figure was the 
most precise the authorities have 
yet given for the number of peo- 
ple held without charge in the 
detention camps set up under the 
state of emergency. 

Head of state Mohammad 
Boudiaf, who is the chairman of 
the High Council of State, told a 
news conference on Sunday the 
number "conld” be between 
5,000 and 6,000. 

Mr. Haroun said two other 
centres, at the desert towns of 


attempts to have them tried 
abroad. 

The United States and Britain 
have demanded that the two sus- 
pects be handed over for trial. 
They, along with France, intend 
proposing a resolution to the 
U.N. Security Council in the next 
few days setting out mandatory 
sanctions against Libya. 

Egypt on Wednesday said it 
supports an investigation of the 
two Libyans but rejects any West- 
ern military reprisals against 
Libya. 

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa 
told reporters that Egyptian 
efforts to mediate the crisis will 
condone. 

President Hosni Mubarak's 
government announced that U.S. 
President Bush telephoned Mir. 
Mubarak on Tuesday. They dis- 
cussed developments in the re- 
gion, the government said. 

“Egypt deems it necessary that 
the accused be investigated on 
the basis that they are defendants 
and not convicts,” Mr. Monssa 
said. “A suspect is innocent 
until proven guilty.'’ 

Iceland 
angered 
by Israeli 
‘trap’ 

REYKJAVIK (R) — Icelandic 
officials responded angrily on 
Wednesday to Israeli claims that 
an Icelandic citizen was responsi- 
ble for war crimes and said the 
issue had marred a visit to Israel 
by Prime Minister David 
Oddsson. 

The allegations, contained in a 
letter by the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre in Jerusalem, were put to 
Mr. Oddsson on Monday might 
by Israel’s foreign ministry. 

The letter accuses 81 year-old 
Edvald Hinriksson, who is of 
Estonian origin, of the mass mur- 
der of Jews while working as a 
policeman during the Nazi 
occupation of Estonia in late 41. 


Algeria seeks loans; 
detainees number 5,000 


Monday. 

In an interview with the Alge- 


(Con tinned on page 5) 
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Nazarbayev 

opposes 

Iranian 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev of 
Kazakhstan said Wednesday that 
he worries about the potential 
rise of Islam in Central Asia and 
that his nation and Russia should 
try to steer the region away from 
Iran's influence. 

Mr. Nazarbayev noted be had 
firmly opposed any attempt to set 
up a federation of former Soviet 
Central Asian states after the 
Slavic republics of Russia, 
Ukraine and Belarus first agreed 
on their own commonwealth in 
December. 

“I have done everything so that 
our former country should not 
split into two parts — a European 
and an Asian, or a Slavic and a 
Turkic," he told a news confer- 
ence on his first foreign visit since 
his republic declared independ- 
ence in November. He spoke 
after talks with Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky. 

“I am also very worried about 
Islamic fundamentalism,” he 
said, noting that many Kazakhs 
are Muslims but have retained 
few links to Islam and none to 
Iranian-type fundamentalism. 

Mr. Mazarbayev, whose state 
straddles the European- Asian di- 
vide of the former Soviet Union, 
said Russia and Kazakhstan bore 
a special responsibility for steer- 
ing Central Asian states away 
from Islamic fundamentalist and 
Iranian influence. 

Iraq Wednesday accused Iran 
of planning to revive a Persian 
empire in the Middle East under 
the cover of an Islamic common 
market. 

“It is true that Iran’s fingernails 
were cut during the Iraq -Iran 
war, but its hatred remains and so 
does its expansionism," the daily 
Al-Thawra wrote. 

"This expansionism is in 
abeyance until further notice, 
awaiting the golden signal of U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
or Saudi King Fahd and other 
aggressive countries.” 

The newspaper, quoted by the 
Iraqi news agency in a dispatch 
monitored in Cyprus, said Iran 
was trying to revive the Persian 
empire. 

Thai empire, founded by Cyrus 
the great in the 6th century B.C., 
reached its peak in 500 B.C. 
when it ruled present-day Iran. 
Iraq, Turkey, Egypt, the Levant, 
Afghanistan and much of Pakis- 
tan 

The newspaper was comment- 
ing on the outcome of this week’s 
meeting in Tehran of the Econo- 
mic Cooperation Organisation, 
whose founder members are Iran, 
Turkey and P akistan . 

At the meeting, newly inde- 
pendent Muslim republics of the 
former Soviet Union were wel- 
comed as new members and Iran 
pushed its dream of an Islami c 
common market. 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani went so far as to say 
that a grouping of the ECO mem- 
ber nations, along with the Gulf 
countries, could become a world 
power in its own right. 

The Mujahideen wanted strong 
relations with the new Muslim 
republics of Central Asia and the 
Transcaucasus, be added. 
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Controversial resolution adopted 34-20 


By Mariam M. S hah in 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Wednes- 
day asked the government to 
draft a legislation banning the 
manufacture, sale and con- 
sumption of alcohol in the 
Kingdom. The motion by 33 
deputies was passed by the 
House by 34 votes in favour to 
20 against. 

The proposal, which will 
now be forwarded to the gov- 
ernment. was requested by 
the Islamist members of Par- 
liament and forwarded to the 
House by its legal committee. 

Chairman of the House's 
legal committee, Hussein 
Mjali, in an attempt to calm 
fears of opponents of the 
move, said: “If this proposal 
is to become law it will have to 
go through many, many more 
votes.'* 

A heated discussion pre- 
ceded the voting on the prop- 
osal. Of the 63 Members of 
Parliament who turned up for 
Wednesday evening's session, 
only 54 were present when the 
vote was taken, some three 
hours after the session began. 

At least nine deputies, who 
attended most of the session, 
disappeared before the votes 
were taken. 

Many traditional and secu- 
lar deputies, including some 
Christians, were elected to fill 
parliament seats with the help 
of Islamists and are thus 
apparently weary of what a 
“no" vote on banning of alco- 


hol would do to their re- 
election chances, said one 
liberal deputy after the vote. 

The debate between parlia- 
mentarians for and against the 
forwarding of the proposal 
was cut short by a majority 
vote which argued for a vote 
“without further discussion." 

A prepared statement by 
leftist deputies Mohammad 
Faris Tarawneh (Kerak) and 
Fans Nabulsi (.Amman) initi- 
ated a discussion on the prop- 
osal. 

Formulating the proposal 
into a law. argued the two 
deputies, was contrary to the 
Constitution and could lead to 
negative effects on the eco- 
nomy and lead to social prob- 
lems similar to those faced by 
countries where alcohol is 
prohibited. 

Islamist deputy Abdul Baqi 
Jammo (Zarqa) shot back at the 
two deputies by name and ques- 
tioned their dedication to Islam. 

“A law which is Islamic in 
nature should not contradict any 
constitution," Sheikh Jammo 
said. “I remember the time, 
twenty years ago. when they 
wanted to make prostitution legal 
in this country to encourage tour- 
ism. To allow alcohol for econo- 
mic reasons is not valid," he 
added. 

Sheikh Jammo also said that 
the rights of individuals are not 
important when majority in- 
terests are involved. 

He was supported by deputies 
Yousef Al Athem (Ma’an) and 
Sheikh Ali Faqir (Amman) who 
said they would push for the 
formulation of a law by the gov- 


ernment based on the propose i. 

Deputy Mjali (Jcrash) reiter- 
ated that a sound economic and 
social study would be made be- 
fore the proposal was formulated 
into a draft law. 

A last attempt by opponents of 
the proposal was made when 
deputy Tarawneh asserted that 
"this proposal is fundamentally 
aimed at creating a government 
and stare based on the Islamic 
Sharia." 

Mr. Tarawneh, a member of 
the leftist and pan- Arabist Demo- 
cratic Bloc, insisted that the prop- 
osal was not worth voting 
since it mixed religion with state 
affairs. "We must separate reli- 
gion from state." he said to 
screams from several Islamic de- 
puties. 

"For those who want an Isla- 
mic state." Mr. Tarawneh said, 
referring to the Muslim Brother- 
hood and other supporters of the 
proposal, "go form one some- 
where else." 

He strongly rebuffed the per- 
sonal attack that Abdul Baqi 
Jammo made when questioning 
his and deputy Nabulsi’s commit- 
ment to Islam: "This is not the 
forum to question my religious 
beliefs. I will not allow it." 

The proposal. Mr. Mjali ex- 
plained after the vote was taker., 
will now go to the govern me r.:. 
which will either agree to draft a 
law on its basis or not. "Even: uj,- 
ly it will come back to us and ... . 
Senate, and then there will ■:*: 
more voting." 

“A law cannot be passed ex- 
cept by a two-thirds majority of 
the 80-member House and "the 
40-member Senate. Chances that 
it will come so far are slim, for 
mostly economic and social 
reasons," he said. 


Prohibition would abolish JO 25 m industry, 
affect foreign investments, tourism and 
create social problems, manufacturers say 


By Serene Halasa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The debate over 
banning the sale and consump- 
tion of alcohol, which was con- 
ducted in yesterday's session of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, focused mainly on the 
theological and legal aspects 
tackled by the deputies. 

Largely ignored in the de- 
bate. however, was the econo- 
mic and social dimensions of 
the issue, which, according to a 
study released recently, could 
have greater impact on the 
Jordanian society and industry. 

Investments in the aloohol 
industry (including perfumes 
and medical compounds) 
amount to over JD 25 mfllion, 
according to the study which 
was prepared by the manufac- 
turers. 

There are ten breweries, 
owned exclusively by Christ- 
ians in accordance with Jorda- 
nian law, employing and train- 
ing more than 700 technicians 
and labourers who earn over 
JD 1 million a year, the study 
says. Through production fees, 
services and taxes, they contri- 
bute over JD 6 million to the 
Treasury and earns the country 
more than $6 million in hard 
currency through exports. 

“Bat above and beyond our 
investments in the industry, 
there is the question of the 
general investment climate," a 
manufacturer, who prefercd to 
remain anonymous, said. 
“Should the government ban 
the sale and consumption of 
alcohol, the investment climate 
will be such that foreign inves- 
tors will think twice- about in- 
vesting their money in a coun- 
try that lacks stability in its 
laws." 

In Sudan for example, the 
manufacturer said, investors’ 
apprehension led to the para- 
lysis of the economic life in 
that country, resulting in the 
near collpase of the Sudanese 
currency and the refusal to 
deal with it. All this culmin- 
ated in the loss of capital, and 


shortages in foodstuffs within 
Sudan, long known for its 
strong agricultural produce. 

Besides all this, says another 
manufacturer, the fact remains 
that Jordan has not faced any 
real alcohol problem for the 
country to even think of ban- 
ning it. 

"The consumption of one 
individual in 1991 in Jordan 
was a little more than one litre 
of beer, and abour one sixth of 
a litre of araq and other spir- 
its," he said. “This is nothing if 
we compare it to Europe with a 
consumption rate of 150 litres 
of beer per person, and 20 
litres of alcohol." 

The manufacturer added 
that the consumption rate in 
Jordan is affected by the num- 
ber of tourists visiting the 
Kingdom in a certain year. 

"The consumption rate in 
Jordan declined last year be- 
cause fewer tourists came,” he 
said, adding that a ban on 
liquor would also affect the JD 
250 million tourism industry 
even more negatively. 

Many foreign tourists would 
change their plans and go to 
other countries instead. 

Citing the example of some 
Arab countries where stria 
laws exist concerning alcohol, 
the manufacturer said citizens 
m those countries usually cross 
borders to neighbouring states 
just to drink. Should a law 
banning alcohol pass here Jor- 
dan will face the same threat of 
reverse tourism. 

The manufacturer also ex- 
plained that getting a liquor 
licence is extremely difficult 
and well-nionitored by gov- 
ernmental departments. 

“The industry is tightly con- 
trolled by the government, and 
operates within strict rales that 
do not allow for the sale of 
liquor anywhere near a school 
or mosque.” 

This strict governmental 
control and the comparatively 
expensive prices of alcohol 
have contributed to the fact 
that people in this country are 
not addicted to alcohol, the 


manufacturer said. 

The study cites problems 
faced by the United States and 
India during and after their 
respective prohibition eras. 

"During the 1930's at the 
time of prohibition in the Un- 
ited States, organised crime, 
bootlegging and moonshining 
emerged." the manufacturer 
said. “In addition to that many 
people became addicted to 
drugs, and resorted to drinking 
perfume, in order to substitute 
their need for alcohol, as is this 
the case in teetotal centuries.” 

In a joint objection state- 
ment to submitting the propos- 
al by 33 deputies to the House 
Door for a vote (see story 
above), deputies Fares Nabulsi 
and Mohammad Fares Taraw- 
neh gave not only the indust- 
rial argument but stressed per- 
sonal freedoms. 

“ (The proposal) infringes 
on the personal freedoms and 
rights of individuals especially 
those of the non-Muslim 
minorities,” the statement 
said. 

In their statement the two 
parliamentarians also said 
drafting such a law contradicts 
with Jordanians' personal free- 
doms as guaranteed in article 7 
of the Constitution. 

In their argument for ban- 
ning alcohol, spokesman of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in parlia- 
ment, Ibrahim Khreisat. said 
his decision is based on Islamic 
belief that bans the selling, 
buying and consumption of 
alcohol. “CoTsed be alcohol, 
its bearer and drinker,” he 
said. 

Echoing the same sentiment, 
Leith Shbeilat, an independent 
Islamist, said that' he believed 
the majority of people want p. 
ban on alcohol. 

Asked whether the law, if 
passed, would infringe on ’the 
personal freedoms of people 
he said: “Adultly is not lawfci 
and is banned because it is b 2 d 
The same thing should apply to 
alcohol and its consumption in 
public.” 
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Korfsh reporter shot dead 


DIYARBAXIR, Turkey (AP) — A Kurdish reporter fOT a leftist 
magazine was killed by an unidentified assailant in this southeast- 
er!] city, a local official said on Wednesday. Halit Gun gen, 22, 
was found shot dead at (he magazine's load office on Tuesday 
evening, said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
The weekly 2000’E Dogrn (Towards 2000) advocates ethnic rights 
for Turkey's Kurds and opposes Muslim fundamentalism. A 
columnist for the Istanbul-based magazine who wrote critically 
about Islam was murdered two yean ago. Police at the time said 
tbev suspected an underground group called the I slami c Kurdis- 
tan Party of responsibility. Deniz Ogut, a reporter contacted at 
ihe Magazine’s Ankara office, said that staff repeatedly received 
anonymous death threats and bomb warnings- He said requests 
for police protection bad been refused. The magazine has a 
circulation of about 10,000. It has been banned and confiscated 
from newsstands several times, for what authorities termed 
“making Kurdish and communist propaganda.* 1 


President Ayaz Mutatibov said on Sunday that he had accepted an 
Iranian mediation offer. The two sicks also have accepted a 
Russian offer to mediate the dispute, bat have not responded to 
similar overtures from Turkey. 


SatnicVers^writertom«Ty8gainaftersecretcowtBhlp 


3ran 4© mediate Azeri-Armenian dispute on Nagomo 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
said on Wednesday he would try to mediate between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan over the disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
“The first step in mediation is fact-finding,” Velayati said, “I have 
to go there — to Azerbaijan, Armenia and Karabakh — to see 
what’s going on and talk to all parries.” More than 1,000 people 
have bran trilled by fighting in and around the enclave since 1988. 
Nagorno-Karabakh is populated mainly by Christian Armenians 
but is ad minis tered by Muslim Azerbaijan. The conflict intensi- 
fied after Armenia and Azerbaijan, both former Soviet republics, 
declared their independence last year. Velayati told reporters he 
might travel neat week to Azerbaijan and would visit Nagorno- 
Karabakh before going on to Armenia. He said be was ready to 
go as soon as possible, bat had asked Armenia and Azerbaijan to 
coordinate among themselves first. Armenian Foreign Minister 
Raffi Hovanissian requested Ir anian mediation over Nagorno- 
Karabakh during a visit to Tehran earlier this month. Azeri 


LONDON (R) — British novelist Salman Rushdie is to be 
married after a secret courtship during Us three years in hiding as 
a fugitive from an Islamic death sentence. Indian-born Rushdie, 
44. has been in hiding under 24-hour police guard since February 
1989. Iran’s late spiritual leader, Ayatollah RoboQ&h Khomeini, 
said Rushdie had to die for alleged blasphemy against the Prophet 
Mohammad in his novel “the Satanic Verses.” London newspap- 
ers broke the news that twice-divorced Rushdie now planned a 
third marriage. But his bride-to-be went unidentified in most 
reports after Scotland Yard police headquarters wrote to editors 
on Tuesday. The police said that publishing her name would 
“place the lives of both parties and probably others at grave risk.” 
Rushdie's second marriage to U.S. writer Marianne Wiggins, 42, 
ended last March under the strain of life in hiding and constant 
police protection. He was divorced from his first wife in 1987 after 
an 11-year marriage.. 


U.N. officials to go to Somalia for ceasefire talks 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — U.N. officials wilJ travel to Somalia 
to help arrange a formal ceasefire after an Organisation of 
African Unity summit ends on Feb. 28, the United Nations 
announced late Tuesday. U.N. spokesman Francois Giuliani said 
the team would be joined by envoys of the OAU, the Arab 
League and the Islamic conference, all attending the OAU 
summit from Feb. 24-28 in Addis Ababa. On Friday, die interim 
government of Somalia and its arcfarivals from the United Somali 
Congress signed an agreement calling for an immediate halt to the 
fighting. They agreed to negotiate and sign a formal ceasefire in 
Mogadishu later this month or early next month, with the help of 
the United Nations and regional organisations. 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Surrender or 
<tie. 

This was Iraq’s stark warning 
to exiled rebels in a newspaper 
editorial on Wednesday. 

Saying exiles had been seduced 
by Satan, Babel, a newspaper 
owned by Saddam Hussein’s 
detest son Uday, said rebels could 
be forgiven if they repented and 
returned to Iraq. 

They would face death if they 
continued plotting against Sad- 
dam, it said. 

“We are ready to forgive those 
returning to the right path but for 
those exceeding the proper 
bounds, killing wUl be justified,” 
Babel warned. 


ash-stuffed bags change hands 


In Turkish currency bazaar 


ISTANBUL (R) — “I buy quar- 
ters. six and a half.” roars Tur- 
kish currency dealer Adrian Kapi- 
kaya, thrusting through a maze of 
streets in Istanbul's ancient co- 
vered bazaar. 

Kapikaya, 21, is soon sur- 
rounded by fellow-dealers with 
mobile telephones, wondering if 
his offer is genuine or just a ploy 
io boost the price of the German 
mark, called “quarter” in local 
slang. 

Street minstrels playing drams 
and shrill pipes turn into the 
alley, competing with the shoots 
of the traders. 

"I buy at seven and a half.” a 
dealer yells. 

“Done. Congratulations,” says 
a delighted Kapikaya, selling 
100,000 marks at 3.537.5 Turkish 
lira. A few minutes later, he 
manages to buy marks from' 
someone else at 3,533.5 lira. 

The deals are clinched on a 
word-of- honour basis between 
street traders who see each other 
everyday. 

Welcome to one of the world's 
liveliest currency markets, where 
30 million physically changes 
hands on a typical day in trading 
built on sharp wits, friendship 
and trust. 

Kapikaya's bluffing style is 
quite acceptable in this milieu. 


“Here you can just throw fakes to 
feel the mood — it has become a 
tradition,” said another dealer, 
Abdullah Songul. 

“It’s an open outcry system.” 
said Ugur Crvelek, owner of De- 
niz Kambiyo, tucked into a cor- 
ner of the bazaar frequented by a 
group of traders who make die 
gold market. 

Gvelek is the only bazaar deal- 
er using technical analysis to fore- 
cast currency trends. Others 
watch screens to monitor inter- 
bank currency prices. Some just 
roll with market gossip. 

About 70 exchange bureaux 
dot the bazaar, once the city’s 
commercial hub. The messengers 
who make deals and settlements 
have nicknames which usually re- 
flect their previous occupations 
— cobbler, fisherman, Turkish 
bath attendant. 

The unofficial market, known 
as Tahtakale after the district 
where it is located, has been legal 
for eight yean, but some habits 
from its clandestine days survive. 

Dollars are called greens or 
whole ones. Marks are quarters 
or bishops. Queens are for sterl- 
ing, chocolate for Swiss francs, 
rose for Dutch guilders, 
Peugeot for French francs. 
Macaroni for Italian lira and pil- 
grim for Saudi riyals. 


Deals are settled within hours 
by errand boys who weave 
through alleys clutching paper 
bags stuffed with dollars. 

’The market is established cm 
trust,” Talat Alacahanli of 
Randiman Do viz said. “There 
can be no robberies here.” 
Some dealers take no chances 
and drive bullet-proof cars. 

Legalising the bazaar’s curren- 
cy market has tied it more closely 
into the wider Turkish financial 


system. 

The centra] bank now inter- 
venes directly in the bazaar and 
commercial banks turn to it at 
critical moments. 

Until 1984, trading or even 
bolding foreign currency was Ja 
criminal offence. Only the central 
bank could make transactions. 

Yet the Tahtakale market 
flourished in those days because 
inflation of up to 150 per cent in 
the late 1970s spurred demand for 
hard currency among Turks seek- 
ing a safe haven for savings. 

“There was more risk, but also 
more profit when it was illegal 
here,” said Gvelek. “One or two 
million marks could be traded in 
one go then. Now it is down to 
500,000 at most.” 

The bazaar’s first main source 
of foreign currency was the 
money sent borne from Europe 


by Turkish workers in the 1960s. 
Now it comes mostly from form 
exports and tourists. 

Activity surged the first half of 
the 1980s when 80 per cent of the 
business lay in selling hard cur- 
rency to people who used it to 
back fictitious claims that they 
had exported goods and thus 
qualified for government incen- 
tives. 

Dealers say profit margins have 
narrowed these days due to fre- 
quent central bank sales, which 
usually occur if currency prices go 
two per cent above the central 
bank’s own rates. 

No dealers report all transac- 
tions as required. They are put 
off by rules demanding that 20 
per cent of the hard currency in 
each deal go through the central 
bank at official rates. 

“We would lose money if we 
kept full records of our transac- 
tions,” said one dealer. 

For some, three are other 
reasons to commit nothing to 
paper. The bazaar is a convenient 
place to exchange money made in 
the lucrative drug transit trade 
through Ttirkey. 

“There is all sorts of founder- 
ing. This is the Switzerland of 
Turkey." said one broker, who 
asked not to be named. 


“Let no one think it is possible 
for our revolution to retreat or 
bend. It was bom to surive,” said 
the article, which was aimed at 
opposition groups based in Syria 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The article was tire latest public 
sign of ange r at reports that the 
U.S. ad minis tration, which says it 
wants Saddam toppled, is con- 
sidering assisting rebels fighting 
against the Baghdad govern- 
ment. 

A series of articles in the offi- 
cial media has accused U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush of plotting a 
strike against Bagh dad to boost 
his low standing at hime in an 
election year. 

“It would be easier for George 
Bosh to turn the world upside 
-down than shake the Iraqi revolu- 
tion. Let no one deceive yon by 
promises or statements,” Babel 
told the rebels. 


troying Iraq’s chemical munitions 
— will visit Iraq on Friday, Un- 
ited Nations officials in Bahrain 
said on Wednesday. 

They said Rolf Ekeus, head of 
the U.N. special commission 
charged with scrapping Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, was 
scheduled to arrive in Bahrain, 
the field headquarters for all 
U.N. teams visiting Iraq, on 
Thursday night. 

He would travel to Baghdad 
with a 26-member chemical des- 
truction team and 12 ballistic 
weapns experts the following day, 
the officials said. 

They gave no details on the 
purpose erf the envoy’s visit. 

Thomas Pickering, U.S. 
ambassador to the U.N.' said on 
Tuesday Mr. Ekeus would travel 
to Baghdad “as soon as possible” 
to demand compliance with re- 
solutions of future U.N. monitor- 
ing of its weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

He said tire Security Council 
was due to issue a statement on 
Wednesday authorising Mr. 
Ekeus to visit Baghdad. 


Iraqi disdain” for the councus 

wishes. . .I m 

Iraq has maintained that u.r*. 
proposals to monitor many of its 
InrhictriM that could in future be 


Industries that could in future be 
used to manufacture weapons 
were illegal, intrusive and 
violated its sovereignty. 

U.N. officials in Bahrain said 
the chemical destruction teaffl 
would visit a damaged bunker used 
to store rockets filled with nerve 
agent Sarin at Khamisiya. 2JJ 
kilometres southeast of Baghdad. 

They would assess damage 
within the bunker and blow up an 
estimated 200 rockets at a nearby 
storage arsenal which were still 
intact but unsafe to move because 
of damage from allied bombing 
raids, the official said. 

Iraq has moved most of its 
jmriaiwagwl chemical munitions 
to Muthana, the ate designated 
by the U.N. special commission 
for foe long and costly task of 
destroying its chemical arsenal. 

Douglas Englund, operations 
director for the special commis- 
sion, said in Bahrain last week 


Iraqis would cany out most frf&e 
work under the sBpefttikfficf 
U.N. experts. • • - - 

U.N. officials gave m deia& 
on the ballistic teamVAissfon, 
Most of Iraq’s declared baffistic 
Tni gales and related material lam 
been destroyed. 

Christopher Holland, bead of 
the ballistic team, told. Rentes 
later on Wednesday he would 
order Iraqi authorities tq begm 
destroying facilities which bad 
been used to produce mK&ites or 
their components. 

He declined to gjra details tf 
what factories were earmarked 
for destruction but said he hoped 
the Iraqis would comply with the 
instructions, which aare the fast 
issued by the special co a ua uriuq 
for any of its production facilities. 

“1 carry strict instructions from 
the executive chairman oft which 
needs to be done. These shall be 
conveyed to the Iraqis km ascer- 
tain terms, leaving so pe-Sr' 
misunderstandings,” My. Hol- 
land. a British national. add. 

Mr. Holland said dje-tcam, 
which remain in Iraq for la ghr 
days, would also make staple 
inspections to search for Wffc-. 
dared ballistic materials 


Iraq says 
security . 
threatened 


New Israelis find jobs and 


housing scarce 


by ECO 


BEIT NEKOFA, ISRAELI 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(AP) — Fanny Behnki, an eye 


main or sole reason far faft.bv 
nambers is the dtoa d w Cai- 
employment,” said Gad Beo-Ari 


doctor from Russia, has to stretch of the Jewish agency* vttcfc 


The editorial appeared aimed 
at Shiite groups which rose 
against Saddam at the mid of the 
Gulf war a but were crushed in a 
counter offensive that also sup- 
pressed a Kurdish rebellion in 
northern Iraq. 

Chief among them is the Sup- 
reme Council of the I slami c Re- 
volution in Iraq (SCIRI), a 
Tehran-based group led by 
Ayatollah Mohammad Baqer A1 
Hakim. 

Opposition groups ranging 
from liberals to marxists and 
liberals to marxists and Kurds to 
Shiite’s held a major meeting in 
Damascus last month to discuss a 
unfied challenge to the Iraqi pres- 
ident. 

The article gloated at reports 
that the conservative Washington 
adimnstration had been unable to 
find a rebel leader it could back 
among groups allied with the 
Iranian government. 

“Even America cannot find 
one figure among them (the 
opposition) who coaid be deemed 
worthy to address the public,” 
Babel said. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Baghdad 
said on Wednesday a new econo- 
mic alliance of former Soviet re- 
publics with Iran, Turkey and 
Pakistan was a threat to Iraqi 
security. 

“A new dish to besiege Iraq 
and spread U.S. hegemony on 
the region has been cooked,” said 
A1 Thawra. the ruling Baath Par- 
ty newspaper, in a front page 
banner headline. 

“The aim of the new project is 
to encircle the Arab World in 
harmony with the current security 
measures being drawn by the 
CIA,” A1 Thawra said. 

Iran, Turkey and Pakistan re- 
cently welcomed five newiy-inde- 
pendeut Muslim republics of the 
former Soviet Union into the 
Economic Cooperation Orga- 
nisation (ECO), a group that has 
been moribund for most of its 
27-year existence. 

Iran and Turkey dominated 
this week’s ECO summit in 
Tehran, raising fears in Baghdad 
that Iraq is being encircled by 
hostile powers. 


her unMnpJoyment allowance to 
rent a one-room apartment far a 


brings Jews to IsneL "Theft- 
ports they hear ever' there are. 


converted farm storehouse beside influencing decisions to «nJ- 


a row of chicken coops. 

*1 would do anything; there 
jut Inst any work,” the slight, 
53-year-old woman said, wringing 

her hands. 

'She and her husband immi- 


grate. 

He said at least 5Q,W Jra 
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on their suitcases,” natwtlh 
whether to come, deapttt'bti 
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g r a ted a year ago to ffaid a better hardships at home. 


Bfa for their children. Then- trou- 
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fa rmer Soviet Union as Israel 
Struggles to absorb nearly 350,000 
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SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (AP) — In 
a rundown hotel ballroom in 
northern Iran, dozens of Kurdish 
guerrillas fa jumpsuits and 
camouflage jackets are learning 
about a new tool to wage their 
decades-lon? struggle — elec- 
tions. 

“What docs a simple majority 
mean?" asks a middle-aged guer- 
rilla, quizzing his colleagues as he 
jabbs at a blackboard. 

“Any candidate who gets the 
most votes wins,” chant the re- 
bels, seated in plastic chairs. 

The class, at the headquarters 
of the Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ty, is being conducted in prepara- 
tion for what is billed to be a 
critical event — the Kurds' first 
free elections. 

Kurdish leaders have sche- 
duled an April 3 vote among their 
people to elect a Kurdish "mini- 
parliament" and an overall lead- 
er. 

The vote is seen here as a 


critical event for the Kurds, who 
seized the world's attention last 
year when they fled by the hun- 
dreds of thousands to the Turkish 
and Iranian borders after Saddam 
Hussein crushed their uprising. 

The 3.5 million Kurds now 
control a strip of northern Iraq 
they re-occupied with the help of 
a U.S.-led allied fora}. 

But their heady experiment 
with self-rule has fared poorly. 
Their leaders are divided. Ela- 
tion has turned to despair since 
Baghdad cut off salaries for Kur- 
dish civil servants last fall, and 
imposed a blockade on food and 
fuel for the Kurdish area. 

“Now there is a vacuum of 
administration, constitution and 
laws,” said Jalal Talabani, leader 
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan, a major party. “We must 
elect our national assembly to fill 
it." 

Kurdish leaders say their 120- 
member assembly will organise 


public services and merge the 
guerrilla forces of the eight main 
Kurdish parties, ending a reign of 
militia rule. 

But most importantly, the 
assembly is expected to forge a 
strategy for dealing with Saddam. 

In recent months, the rating 
eight-party Kurdistan Front has 
frequently been paralysed, since 
each party had veto power. 

The election is expected to give 
a mandate to one of the two main 
Kurdish leaders — Mr. Talabani 
and Massoud Barzani, of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

Mr. Barzani favours resuming 
negotiations with Baghdad on an 
autonomous Kurdish region. 
They stalled last fall over the size 
of the proposed area. 

He says it is unrealistic to aim 
for a Kurdish state, since neigh- 
bouring Turkey, Iran and Syria 
— all with Kurdish minorities of 
their own — oppose the idea. 

Mr. Talabani is more optimistic 


about foreign support and says 
negotiations should only occur 
under United Nations auspices. 

He also believes a combined 
opposition force of Iraqi Shiites, 
Islamic groups and Kurds might 


succeed in toppling Saddam. But 
ocher Kurdish leaders are wary of 
those groups. 

“Some parts of the opposition 
are not prepared to offer Kurds 
as much as Saddam Hussein,” 
Mr. Barzani said in an interview. 

Aides say Mr. Barzani's cau- 
tion stems in part from the ex- 
periences of his legendary Father 
Mustafa, whose fight coOxpsed in 
1975 after Iran and the United 
States withdrew their aid to the 
Kurds. 

Despite their differences, Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani agree 
that only continued pressure from 
the United Nations and the U.S.- 
led coalition will ultimately keep 
Saddam at bay. 

Kardish leaders are quietly 


hoping their elections will have 
an impact well beyond their re- 
gion. 

“A democratic body in Kurdis- 
tan mil inspire people in Iraq for 
democracy,” said Mr. Talabani. 


South Africa 


totalled 140,000 hi 1991, only 
two-thirfe of the total aotiti^ated. 

Ib January, 6,200 immigrants 
carae from the former Soviet re- 
pabiks, the lowest number store 
5,700 arrived in Febranry 1990. 

“There Is no donbt that the 


equivalent to about $9,000, bat 
that doesn’t last long tf tee fs no 
Income. 

To save some of the money far 
food, famffics pack into tiny hotel 
rooms or double op k> sauS 
apartments. 


arms deal Cicippio mails 2,000 thank yous 


But democracy may not take 
hold easily in the dan-based Kur- 
dish society itself. Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Talabani each have 
fiercely loyal followers, inducting 
tens of thousands of guerrillas. 

“Who’s going to surrender his 
militias to the other?” asked Sami 
Abdul Rahman, leader of the 
small Kurdistan People’s Demo- 
cratic Party. 


Kurdish parties have begun 
gearing up for the vote, bolding 
political conventions, seminars 
and rallies. 

But the harsh winter and lack 
of telephone communication may 
force a postponement to late 
spring or summer, party officials 
say. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
United States, accused of killing 
an arms sale by South Africa to 
Saudi Arabia worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars, said on 
Wednesday it had no knowledge 
of the deal. 

“The U.S. government is una- 
ware that any such transaction 
was contemplated by either South 
Africa or Saudi Arabia,” a U.S. 
embassy spokesman said. 

He was asked to comment on a 
Johannesburg newspaper report 
that the United States had per- 
suaded Saudi Arabia to cancel 
the purchase of up to 200 G-6 
self-propelled Howitzers from 
Armsoor, the state company that 
markets South African arms 
abroad. 

The Sunday star said the action 
had been in line with the “new 
world order”. 


NORRISTOWN, PA (AP) — 
Sending thank yon notes, even 
2,000 of them, is not jost a matter 
of etiquette for Joseph Gcippio’s 
family. It’s true gratitude. 

The family is mailing fetters to 
people who showered them with 
cards, fetters, yellow ribbons, 
baskets of food and even Christ- 
mas tree ornaments (hiring Citip- 
jrio’s five years as a hostage in 
Lebanon and after he was freed 
last December. 

The good wishes came from 
children in 61 schools, and from 
churches, booster clubs, 
businesses and individuals, some 
of whom stayed anonymous. 

“So many people have written 
us in support of the family,” 
Gcippio’s brother Thomas sajd 
Tuesday. “We tried to answer 
many of the letters, but we 
wanted to acknowledge all of 


them.” 

So Joseph and Thomas Gdp- 
pio are signing 2,000 copies of a 
letter thanking people for the 
"expressions of kindness and 
many prayers.” 

“The friendships that de- 
veloped and each and every let- 
ter, telephone call or thought 
helped us that much more,” the 
tetter says. 

Thomas CSrippio’s daughter 
Judi Siuta has been stuffing, 
addressing, seating and stamping 
the envelopes. A local printing 
company donated the paper an 
printing, but the Cicippios ar? 
paying $580 for postage. - i 

Since January, Mrs. Siuta fes® 
mailed 800 tetters. They go out* 
batches of 150. 

“When I took them in to die 
post office, the guy dk&i’t eve# 
bat an eyelid she said.- - 
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Jordan Valley 7/18 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Mamma 741444 

Dr. Joseph Imrih 770560 

Dr. Salman Daboobi 776751 

Dr. Mohammad Sawwan 732056 

fires pharmacy 6619 12 

Fewtows pharmacy 778336 

A] Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

ShmHmn i pharmacy 637660 


KB ID: 

Dr. Mazes Sharwri ( — ) 

AJSharea’ pharmacy (985238) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am* 


ZAJRQA; 

Dr. Sateh Sofarini . 


Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Gv9 Defence Immediate 

Rezcoe. 630341 

CM Defence Erneigeacy 199 

Rescue Foliee — 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubBc Security Department .... 63(821 

Hotel Compl ai nt s 605800 

Price Conmfehna 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaint* 897467 

Amman M u n icipalit y 

Co mplain t a 7871 II 

Telephone lnlornutioa 

(dhectHyaufetaaee) 121 

OvcneasCa&s 010230 

Central Amman T elephon e 

Rcpaira 623101 

AbdafiTefephore Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tekvoiou 773111 


Radio Jordan 77411] 

Water Antbority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

W RigM Information ......... 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport. 08-S3200 


DmStoa 

AlHkoa 
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Hospital . — (09)990990 


”2 
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Montreal, Toronto ^*1 

“ Bataan, AbnDbaM 

*®3S Damascus,! 

}££ *35 HW “ W: 

Canoi 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hwda Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, j. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaIhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcnani 664171/4 

Standard Hospital 669131 

Unwarily Hoqrifal 84S843 

At-Mnashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The hlaanc, Abdatj 666127/37 

Al-Ahli.AbdaU 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mahajreen 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir, J. Arimfieb ...... 775111/26 

Army, Marta — 891611/15 

Qoeea ASa Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital . — (09)963323 


DSHD: 

Princess Basra Hospital 
Greek Cadtoik Hospital 
Ibn AJ Nafoes Hospital.. 
AQABA: 

Princess HayaHaspfcal .. 


. CasjtbfaHKs.Tmus j 
Bangkok, Calcutta | 
Rome! 


(02)247100 


WnctasHaya Hospital — ((0)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
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Tbk atfonaafa it sopptt by Royal 
tatahn (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Qoeea AMa IwSemmmmS 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, wfere * 
should always be aerified. 
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Jordan seen raising fuel prices this week 


-By Jane Amrf 

amMaN (R) — Jontao 8 preparing 
w jaaxWDce tonp-defayed hikes 
in fuel prices tte week in line 
with IMF demands, a leading 
Agoocanist said on Wednesday. 

;■ pabed Fasek, who has dose 
dtf » Jordanian Finance offi- 
^ said he believed the govera- 
“Sssaai would cot subsidies on all 
. hn S ahi n b u 


“I. drink it will happen in a 
,itt 2 r of days, if not hours,” he 


gjd Renters. 

g gayml officials, who usually 
’• -fgfose to ftfft 1 ™” such matters, 

rVBfft not available for comment. 
. An- 18-month International 
^Moocary Fuad adjustment prog- 
• ' jgggac vital to the rescheduling 
of Jordan's foreign debt is stalled 
o^r the fad price rises. 

.. tjb government agreed to lift 
■ 'fflhctffas on January 1 but has 

. i*' v 

HJNRWA 
: head to 
•visit Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — *n» Commis- 
g oner General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
xy (UNRWA), liter Turkmen, is 
doe hen Thursday for a two-day 
visit to Jordan. During the visit 
Mr. Turkmen. wfll hold talks with 
UNRWA officials in Jordan and 
tour a number of Palestinian rc- 
fr p w camps in the. Kingdom. 

Mr. Turkmen will also hold a 
press conference in Amman, 
Thursday evening, to outline the 
agency's various services to the 

Palestinians in UNRWA's fields 
if operations in Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, the occupied West 
tuwir and the Gaza Strip. 

. In a statement to UNRWA 
' Newsletter “Palestine Refugees 
Today,” Mr. Turkmen recently 
outlined the agency's role, noting 
that UNRWA’s staff of about 
! 19,000 deals with 2.5 millio n reg- 
istered refugees under constantly 
chang in g drcmnstances. 

UNRWA offers health educa- 
tion and social services to the 
Palestinian refugees through con- 
tributions nude by donor coun- 
tries arid world organisations. 

Mr. Turkmen welcomed the 
European Community's recent 
pledge of about $16.7 million for 
the planned $35 million-worth 
232-bod hospital in the southern 
part of the Gaza Strip and said be 
hoped for more donations to 
come in for die agency’s 1992 
operations. 

UNRWA last month released 
its 1992 regular budget, which 
totals $572 million, noting that 
most of the allocations will go to 
education services. 

Mr. Turkmen was reported last 
month to be appealing to the 
international community for an 
extra $4 nuBion in aid tins year to 
provide for Palestine refugees liv- 
ing in Jordan. 

The extra fond is needed to 
oovex the cost of expatriate chil- 
dren's education in UNRWA 
schools. 

According to the UNRWA re- 
port, most of the returning 
Palestinians from tire Gulf ended 
up in Jordan and UNRWA 
admitted 7,000 children in its own 
schools during 1991. 


NAF launches 
study of 
returnees’ 
needs 

t 

; AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Aid Fund (NAF) has embarked 
Co a study designed to define the 
needs of expatriates returning to 
the Kingdom in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis prior to offering them 
usstance and rehabilitation ser- 
vices, according to Minister of 
Social Devdopment Dr. Amin 


The expatriates are to be 
'helped to initiate inconte- 
*ocrating projects to support 
their families and to help them 
. become settled in the local com- 
tiurith said the minister, who is 
^°dsdnnan ofthe NAF board. 

I The hamster said that the gov- 
smnje{£-fcgg lately shifted the 
' “sppftjbiKty of the returning ex- 

- from the Ministry of 

the Ministry of Social 
i££jf ^cfefsnent, noting that the 
frians to offer immediate 
. fcfo io needy expatriates after 
studying their cases and 
extent of damage to their 
®ta«ts resulting from the Gulf 

- «rari : ' 

‘ :Dr. Masbaqbeh said that near- 
7 SS per cent of the expatriates 
■we expressed the desire to 

- establish their own income- 

- generating projects. He said he 
, hoped that these groups will be 

able to do so and earn a living for 
themselves arid their fanutiss and 
• help the government , deal with 
the unemployment issue in Jor- 
dan. 

‘ He also said that fee problem 
•• of educating expatriate children 
* . vas solved by admit? j&g 42,000 of 
. hern in schools. 


several times delayed the fuel 
hakes, expected to be about 30 
per cent, most recently because 
of severe snowstorms. 

Jordanian sources said as re- 
cently as Tuesday the govern- 
ment was trying to limit the types 
of fuels a ff ected and delay a rise 
until after the ld«m»o fasting 
month of Ramadan ends in April. 

Such a delay would force 
another postponement of reftf 
set for February 28 with the Paris 
Qub of official creditors to res- 
chedule over $5 billion of debt. 

It would also cost cash- 
strapped Jordan an estima te $25 
to £30 million in extra debt pay- 
ment. 

Analysts said Amman has been 
frying to readb a compromise 
with the IMF to avoid raising the 
price of diesel fuel, which would 
hit Jordan’s important trucking 


sector as ft recovers from the Gulf 
war. 

“The IMF has told them it will 
not compromise on tins,” said 
one analyst, who added the gov- 
ernment would agree to higher 
trucking rates to help offset the 
increased costs. 

The IMF programme agreed 
last year aims to cut a $7.2 billion 
foreign debt, reduce chronic ba- 
lance of payment and budget 
deficits and restart an economy 
ravaged by the Gulf crisis. 

IMF certification that Jordan is 
following the programme would 
help cut payments on Paris Qub 
debt to about $700 million this 
year from about $1.3 billion. 

Approval from the IMF Board 
of Directors would also give it 
access to about $70 to $80 million 
wmh of Special Drawing Rights, 
economists say. 


home news in brief 


Yemeni official concludes visit 

— Yemeni Labour and Vocational Training 
Mmister Abdul Ra hman Salem Thiban and the accom pan ying 
delegation left A mman Wednesday ending a three-day visit to 
Jordan. The Yemeni minister held talks with Jordanian officials 
on scopes of cooperation between Jordan and Yemen in 
labom-related fields. Mr. Thiban was seen off at the airport by 
the Director of the Vocational Tr aining Corporation (VTC), 
several officials at the Ministry of Labour and the Yemeni 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Committee passes loan law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament’s Financial 
Committee met Wednesday under the chairmanship of House 
Speaker A h mad A1 Lawzi and approved a draft law on a loan 
agreement between Jordan and France as ft was referred to by the 
L*jwer House of Parliament. The committee also approved a 
Foreign Investments Draft Law after amending parts of it. 

Pollution seminar to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Poflntion, in cooperation with the Goethe- 
Institute in Amman, Saturday will organise a seminar on 
environmental and air pollution. The three-day seminar will 
discuss several research papers on air pollution and its effects on 
the environment 

New stamps to be unveiled 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Post Office and Postal Savings 
Corporation wQl today issue its first 1992 stamps under the tide 
“Jordan’s participation in Seville 1992 Expo.” The stamps, which 
will be of 80 and 320 fils denominations, can be fonnd in post 
offices around tire Kingdom and from the corporations Stamps 
Department. 

103 Industries registered with chamber 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 103 new industries with a capital of 
JD 12,266,000 were registered at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry during the year aiding on Dec. 31, 1991. In 1990, some 
160 industries with a capital of JD 10.6 million were registered. 
The new industries covered 14 industrial sectors, with engineering 
industries ranking first followed by supply industries in the second 
place and plastic and chemical industries in the thud and fourth 
places, respectively. In another devdopment, the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) approved the granting of JD 2,245,000 
to finance new projects in the industrial, touristic and medical 
fields. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


^ RihfhMnn of od and water color paintings by Tele WegcBus, 
Lucy Marto, Hnda Bitar and Jenifer Bowker at Aha Art 
Gallery. 

☆ Art eririMtina by Spanish artist Sand Esbefri at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ ExMMtinn at paintings by Shakir Hasan Al Said at Abdni 
Hawed Suntan Foundation Gallery (10 axi.4 pjn.) 

☆ iMriMtinn of photographs on Goethe-Forest, between Tafileh 
and Shobak, at the Jordan University for Women. 

☆ Exhibition en tit led “The Uprising in Cartoons” at the Royal 
Cidtaral Centre. 

-ft Graphic art by SadJk Kwatah at Batadna Art 

Gallery, Gardens Street. 


☆ Arabic play entitled “Who’s There?” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.nu 


it TfaHaa film wiHtM “Maui sola dttk,'”* shown as pvt of 
Italian FDm Week, at the Royal Cufturul Centre — 7:30 pan. 



Mohammad Saqqaf 

Minister 
encourages 
consumption of 
national 
products 


AMMAN (Petra) — The role of 
the National Society for the Pro- 
tection of the Consumers (NSPC) 
in rationalising consumption and 
taking measures vis-a-vis rising 
cost of living in Jordan was re- 
viewed Wednesday at a meeting 
attended by Supply Minister 
Mohammad Saqqaf and society 
members. 

Mr. Saqqaf urged society mem- 
bers to encourage consumption of 
national products and promote 
exports so thar more job opportu- 
nities can be made available for 
job seekers. Issues related to 
food supplies were discussed and 
the minister said that the Ministry 
of Supply would reconsider prices 
of any commodities in light of 
their rates on international mar- 
kets. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Supply was keen on following up 
international rates of all com- 
modities with a view to reducing 
the burden on Jordanian citizens. 

The minis ter reviewed with the 
society preparations to cater to 
the needs of citizens in the com- 
ing holy month of Ramadan and 
also the question of agricultural 
products which, he raid, have 
been adversely affected by the 
floods and the frost. He noted 
that strict control cm prices will be 
maintained. 

The minister underlined - the 
role which housewives can play in 
reducing consumption and in 
finding alternative commodities 
to be used instead of the missin g 
items on die market. 

The minister had earlier met 
with members of the General 
Federation of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW), warning that the local 
markets might be witnessing 
shortages of certain commodities 
during Ramadan as a result of the 
recent floods and the frost winch 
damaged large areas of crops in 
the Jordan Valley. He urged 
housewives to reduce their con- 
sumption of fresh products and to 
use canned and dried vegetables 
instead. He also urged house- 
wives to use frozen rather than 
fresh meat, noting that the Minis- 
try of Supply was providing 
frozen meat in large quantities to 
the market. 

The GFJW Wednesday 
announced that it was working 
out a plan to spread awareness 
among the public during the 
month of Ramadan as well as 
campaigns to fight the rising cost 
of living and provide protection 
to consumers. 

The announcement was made 
bv Federation President Dr. 
Hafaa Abo Ghazaleh, who said 
that her group was coordinating 
efforts with various concerned 
organisations like the Noor Al 
Hnssein Foundation and the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund. 

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh said in her 
statement Wednesday that the 
federation was setting up a‘ com- 
mittee jointly with the Ministry of 
Health to spread awareness about 
health matters. 
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Hand Made Knitting and Embroidery 

We have collected the best and the latest world-wide fabrics for hand 
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1) Knitting wool — Germany ESliOfnOttQ 

2) Knitting wool — Germany 

3) Wide range of European buttons ^kwex^art ft 

4) Embroidery materials — Germany 

5 j Hand knitting and embroidery accessories llP 

ft Various collection of catalogues: embroidery, A jgg. 

knitting, crochet, DRVC 

7) Embroidery thread — France j /. 
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DEF facilitates easy-term i©ans 
to business- oriented unemployed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In a bid to 
help the government deal with 
the question of unemployment in 
Jordan, the Development and 
Employment Fund (DEF) 
Wednesday announced a series of 
measures connected with the 
granting of easy-term loans to 
individuals wishing to start 
badnesses. 

DEF Director General Abdul 
Hah Abu Ayash said that in com- 
pliance with the government’s re- 
quest to simplify procedures for 
borrowers and with a view to 
helping as many projects as possi- 
ble to carried oat, DEF has now 
raised to JD20.000 the total sum 
of money which can be lent to an 
individual borrower for his busi- 
ness. 

The applicant should provide 
10 to 25 per cent of the overall 
cost of the projected scheme and 
will have to pay 6.5 per cent 


Saudi- 
Jordanian 
air transport 
relations 
reviewed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Matters re- 
lated to promoting air transport 
between Jordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia were reviewed at a meeting by 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali 
Suheimat and Nizar Sanbal, re- 
gional director of Saudia, the 
Saudi Arabian national airline. 

Saudia Tuesday resumed 
flights from Saudi Arabia to Am- 
man after a break of 19 months in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis. An 
announcement here said that 
Saudia will be making five weekly 
flights to Amman from Riyadh 
and Jeddah. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by Civil Aviation Au- 
thority (CAA) Director General 
Ahmad Jweiber, discussions 
turned to proper and efficient 
means of bolstering Saudi- 
Jordanian air transport opera- 
tions, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The crew of the first Saudia 
flight to Amman were accorded a 
ceremony at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport and Jorda- 
nian officials described Sa n dia’s 


interest on the loan, which must 
be back in seven years. 

He said that the borrower 
would be granted a two-year 
grace period before starting to 
pay the dues, either in monthly 
instalments or once every four 
months. 

To facilitate matters further, 
DEF mil be demanding a guaran- 
tee, which coaid be a mortagage 
of a real estate owned by the 
borrower, the borrower’s pension 
or the salary of a guarantor, or a 
merchant's guarantee statement, 
to enable an individual to get the 
loan from DEF, he said. 

In its statement, the DEF said 
that these measures were taken in 
compliance with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker's direc- 
tives to various government 
ministries and departments to 
launch a comprehensive cam- 
paign to deal with the chronic 


problem of unemployment in Jor- 
dan. 

In his directives, circulated 
Monday, the prime minister pre- 
sented a seven- point plan to deal 
with unemployment, stressing 
that the DEF should have the 
leading role in dealing with this 
problem through a set of effective 
measures “beyound its traditional 
framework." 

The DEF is not a regular bank- 
ing institution, it is rather an 
institution that promotes socio- 
economic development in Jor- 
dan, said the prime minister. 

The DEF, he added, should 
simplify procedures to make its 
services available to all those who 
deserve assistance, especially in 
the rural regions where income- 
generating projects should be 
started. 

The prime minister said that 
the dEF should direct its atten- 


tion to serving low-income groups 
in the Jordanian communities. 

In its statement, Wednesday, 
the DEF said that priority would 
be given to low-income people, 
provided that beneficiaries dedi- 
cate all their time to their pro- 
jects. 

Borrowers from the DEF 
should not be among those em- 
ployed in the private or public 
saectors, should have acquired a 
skill in a specific trade and must 
have ample experience and abil- 
ity for the type of work they 
require, they must not be benefi- 
ciaries of any other projects. 

According to Dr. Abu Ayash, 
the DEF will give priority in loans 
to agricultural engineers, trades- 
men. graduates of universities or 
other educational institutions and 
vocational training centres and to 
unemployed citizens. 
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Festival promotes reading 


Jg*. as 




Ali Suheimat 

resumption of flights to Jordan as 
one further step towards impro- 
ving Jor danian -Saudi relations, 
strained over (he Gulf crisis. 

In another development in 
Saudi-Jordanian relations, the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs announced Wednesday 
that the ministry's secretary 
general, Ahmad Helayel, will 
lead a team of officials on a visit 
to Saadi Arabia starting Thurs- 
day. 

The several-day visit will be 
dedicated to discussions over the 
coming pilgrimage season and 
arrangements for accommodating 
Jordanian pilgrims, said a minis- 
try statement. 

The pilgrims normally visit 
Mecca and Medina and stay in 
rented homes under an arrange- 
ment supervised by the ministry 
in cooperation with local trans- 
portation companies. 


AMMAN (J.T) — The National 
Association for Promoting Read- 
ing is next week organising a 
week-long function, under the 
title “The Festival of the Child 
and the Book,” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Al Hussein. 

The festival includes seminars, 
book exhibitions, exhibitions of 
paintings, story and poetry read- 
ings, general discussions, lec- 
tures, puppet shows, all benefit- 
ing the children. It will also in- 
clude discussions of children liter- 
ature and of topics covering the 
role of school and home in prom- 
oting the habit of reading among 


children. 

A group of Jordanian writers, 
poets, artists and people in- 
terested in children's develop- 
ment are to participate in the 
event which has been financed 
with the help of the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF), local firms and banks, the 
RCC as well as a number of 
Jordanian schools. 

The National Association for 
Promoting Reading, which has 
just been formed, said in a press 
release on the eve of the event 
that it hopes to develop the habit 
of reading among children of 
various ages. 


mm 


HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
PROJECT NO. 30-4857-39-7 
Advertisement For The Snpply Of Two Work boats 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) announces the 
extension of closing date for the above project from 12:00 
hrs noon, February 25, 1992 to 12:00 hrs, March 25, 1992. 

A.Y. Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Company Ltd. 
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Mitac. The intelligent solution to 
today's contemporary computer 
needs. 

Sophisticated yet simple. Totally 
flexible yet amazingly affordable. 

The kind of solution that single PC 
users, local area networks and Unix / 
Xenix multi users have been waiting 
for. Available in 486 / 386 / 286 / 
Models, and Tower / Desktop/ 
laptop/ Note book sizes with C-BUS / 
EISA / ISA Designs. 

And with the added professional 
advantage of Consent's excellent 
support and maintenance facilities. 

Flexible enough?. 
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Lisbon spirit bares Israel 


THE EUROPEAN mraisterial meeting, which ended in 
Lisbon Feb. 17, adopted resolutions that could lend 
considerable support to the fledgling peace process in the 
Middle East. After registering their concern and deep 
interest in peace in our region due to its geographic 
proximity to Europe and the 1 Tong-standing political, 
historical, cultural, economic and commercial ties” that 
bind the two neighbourtag areas of the world, the statement 
emerging from the Lisbon forum re affirm ed the equally 
l ong - he ld conviction that the stability and security of the two 
regions are intertwined and organically Raked. For these 
reasons, the European Connmnrity served notice that 
Europe wiB play a “c onstr uctive and active 9 " rok in the 
Middle East peace process in its two complementary tracks. 

Having said that, the European ministers went beyond the 
customary rhetoric and pious wishes. Their resolutions 
spelled out in concrete terms how and what should be done 
by the immediate parties to the Arab-Israeii conflict, the 
co-spansors of the bdateral and mirtilateral peace talks and 
last but not least the European Community itself. 

We now understand those resolutions to mean that 
Europe is saying in no uncertain terms the p ar ticipation of 
aR the parties directly involved is sine qua non for the 
resumption of the multilateral negotiations. That is another 
way of saying that without Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians, there can be no fruitful talks, which is totally 
true. 

Thai the community ministers went an to bufld up on tins 
first observation by specifically caiHng for a broader 
Palestinian participation at the negotiations. In this vein, the 
European officials stated that “a formula allowing for a 
broader Palestinian participation should be sought.” As for 
the rale of the United Nations and its specialised agencies to 
which Israel objects vehemently for fear that the peace fadfc* 
turn truly i n ternational, the Lisbon meeting came out 
sofidly hi favour of a more forthright UJV. presence. “The 
United Nations and their specialised agencies should partici- 
pate and contribute to the bufldmg up of regional coopera- 
tion,” was tile unanimous view of the ministers. As for the 
European Community itself, the Lisbon comxnuniqne came 
oat strongly in favour of its foil p a rtic ip ation, “preferably 
as co-organisers in all working poups established for toe 
multilateral negotiations.” 

Against this backdrop of positive and objective resolu- 
tions, one has to take a look at what the Iaraefi gov e r nm ent 
has been doing in order to see jnst what is impeding progress 
on the peace front. A few days ago, Israeli heficopter 
gnnships gunned down Abbas Mnsawi, die spiritual leader 
of HizboDah in Lebanon, and his family in a naked Hd to 
embarrass die Arab side and prevent it from going to 
Washington. Thai, on the eve of the departure of the 
Palestinian delegation to the U-S. capital to join the peace 
talks, two members of their team were detained. Again the 
purpose was to humiliate the Arab parties and make their 
involvement in the peace negotiations tint much more 
difficult. When three Israeli soldiers were killed a few days 
ago, Israeli leaders were quick to precipitously accuse the 
PLO of being directly responsible. 

As the European statement in Lisboa concluded, that 
violence by all sides should be avoided in order to “create a 
climate of confidence,” it most be noted that violence 
perpetrated by incUvidiials suffering from prolonged 
occupation and suppression cannot be pet on the same plane 
with state actions and state terrorism. 

Israeli war-mongering aside, the sum of ideas adopted by 
the European ministers should be regarded seriously by afl 
parties which have a stake in seeing a peaceful re so l uti on of 
the Arab-Israeii conflict leading to regional stability and 
cooperation, not least of afl by Europe itself. The timing of 
this statement and its support by co n cre te actions by all 
sides has never been more pressing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily commented on the arrest of two members 
of the Palestinian delegation to the bilateral talks in Washington, 
noting that the action was tantamount to an insult directed at 
Washington which is sponsoring the peace talks. The arrest of the 
two Palestinians is regarded by the Palestinian people as a 
continuation of Israel’s ongoing atrocities and terrorist actions 
against the oppressed people of Palestine, but the world regards 
this action as yet another Israeli attempt to abort the negotiations 
and the whole peace process, said the paper. It said that Israel was 
taking such illegal measure in defiance of Washington, which has 
given all facilities and made preparations for the talks, and it 
asked what would the situation be should the talks shift to the 
Middle East or to the occupied territories for that matter? It said 
no just peace can be achieved through force ami through 
intimidation, but rather through dialogue and compliance with 
the international legitimacy. Israel’s aim is dearly to see the 
United States disappointed and rebuffed in its effort to convene 
the conference and implement U.N. resolutions and to drive 
dispair into the hearts of the Palestinian people and the other 
Arab parties to the negotiations. 


WHILE DECLARING and repeating that it is determined to 
achieve peace in the Middle East region, the U.S. administration 
is keeping a dosed eye over Israel's continued aggression on 
South Lebanon where it is killing innocent people at will, said 
&rwt AI Start daily Wednesday. The paper asked how Washing- 
ton can achieve peace while watching Axmufean-made Israeli war 
planes raiding the homes of the Palestinian and Lebanese people. 
Without exercising political, economic and other forms of 
pressure on Israel, the paper said, Washington can achieve no 
peace, and by allowing Israel to build more settlements on 
occupied lands, it will never solve the Palestinian problem as it 
had been daiming, the paper added. Instead of taking moves to 
end Israel’s aggression against the Palestinians and the Lebanese, 
Washington is keeping silent and quietly helping the Jewish state 
to pursue its settlement programme, the paper added. 


Killing of archaeologist in occupied 


territories raises troubling questions 


By David W. McCreery 


On Sunday, Jan. 19, 1992, a 
prominent U.S. archaeologist. 
Dr. Albert dock, was shot to 
death in the Israeli occupied terri- 
tories. For the past 16 years, Mr. 
dock had taught at Bir Zeit 
University and was well-known 
and respected in the international 
academic community. 

News of Mr. dock’s death was 
announced through an Associ- 
ated Press story in the U.S. press 
Jan. 20, but no further news of 
the incident has appeared since 
then. Because he was a friend, I 
have sought d urin g the past two 
weeks to gather as much informa- 
tion cm this case as possible. My 


inquiries from the U.S. press and 
various governmental officials 
have provided no new informa- 
tion, but from other sources, 
which appear to be reliable and 
which no one has challenged, I 
have learned the following: 

Mr. Giock was killed at appro- 
ximately 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, 
on the doorstep of a Palestinian 
friend. According to eye- 
witnesses, after shooting Mr. 
dock twice at dose range, the 
masked assailant walked through 
the front gate of the prop ert y , 
was met on the street by two 
accomplices, and drove away in a 
white car with yellow (Israeli), 
license plates. 

The response to phone calls for 
assistances came when an ambu- 


lance arrived at the scene two 
bourn after the shooting and the 
Israeli police arrived three bom* 
later. As of Feb. 1, there are no 
reports of individuals or groups 
claiming responsibility for the 
murder, and no arrests have been 
announced. 

There arc conflicting reports as 
to whether the police investiga- 
tion was dosed after two days or 
is continuing. The working 
hypothesis of the police appears 
to be that Mr. dock was killed 
by a Palestinian as a remit of 
opp o si t i on to foreigners, espe- 
cially Americans, serving on the 
faculty of Bir Zeit University. 
Another suggestion is that he was 
killed by someone who suspected 
him of being a CIA agent. There 


is speculation that Hamas or 
some other Arab group carried 
out the killing to disrupt the 
peace process or to protest the 
first a nni ver sa ry of the Gnif war. 

Many Palestinians in the West 
Bank have concluded that Mr. 
Giock was the victim of a profes- 
sional “hit”, orchestrated by the 
Israeli intelligence service. Given 
the evidence, which of these op- 
tions seems most likely? 

Any one of the above men- 
tioned scenarios is possible, but 
they are not all equally plausible. 
If Mr. Giock was lolled by 
Palestinians for being a suspected 
CIA agent or because of his 
teaching position at Bir Zeit, 
wouldn't at least one group claim 
responsibility for the murder? 


Why did the police take so long 
to respond, and what aoconntss 
tot the lack of progress in the 

mvestiation? 

Normally in a case like this, 
Israeli security forces are on the 
scene in a matter of minutes, 
zoads are sealed off, and numer- 
ous people are detained for ques- 
tioning, if there is a remote possi- 
bility that they were involved in 
the incident or saw anything. 
None of these steps was taken. 

There seem to be no obvious 
motives in this case, or are there? 
The one clear message that 
emerges is that any foreigners 
who decide to become involved in 
a Palestinian institution of higher 
education are subjecting them- 
selves to very real dangers. Is the 


source of tins threat the Palesti- 
nian community or the faraeB 
authorities? 

I cannot help but wonder why 
this case is not bong more rigor- 
ously investigated by the Israeli 
and U.S. governments as well as 
toe press. 


D David W. McCreery of Sakm 
is an associate professor in toe 
Religion Department at Wit- 
buncos University. From 1961 to 
1988 be served as the director and 


ogy at che American Centre of 
Oriental research in Amman, 
Jordan. The above article is re- 
printed from Che Feb. 6, 1992, 
issue of Che Statement Journal of 
Salem, Oregon. 


Edward Kennedy at 60 — still struggling with image 


By Robert Green 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Can it be 
that the Soviet Union is dust? 
that Elvis and Marilyn and Bogie 
are long gone? that Teddy Ken- 
nedy is 60? 

Edward Moore Kennedy, who 
came to Washington as the baby 
brother of the president and the 
attorney general and saw them 
both into their graves, enters the 
silver decade this Saturday 
(February 22) in one of those 
melancholy milestones that re- 
mind millions of people of a 
certain age how time has flown. 

And yet, for Mr. Kennedy, 
things somehow remain the same: 
He is still struggling to get out 
from under a doud of personal 
crisis even at 60, as the dead of 
U.S. Senate liberals with a 
leonine bead of gray-streaked 
hair. 

Some find that unfair. Mr. 
Kennedy, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, has spent almost half 
his life as a U.S. senator and 
compiled a long list of legislative 
achievements on major issues 
such as health care, education, 
dvil rights and foreign policy. 

The youngest senatoF ever- at 



Edward ITrwrty 


30 when he was elected to fill 
then-President John Kennedy’s 
vacated seat in 1962. he now 
ranks fifth among the 100 sena- 
tors in seniority, chairs a major 
legislative committee and ranks 
high on two others; • 


“He has long been a major 
force in the Senate,” political 
scientist Thomas Mann of the 
private Brookings Institution told 
Reuters. “He is hard-working 
and effective. Odds are that that 
will continue." 

But to most Americans and 
others, Mr. Kennedy gained the 
limelight because of his assassin- - 
ated brothers, John and Robert. 
He became notorious for the 1969 
accident in Cbappaquiddick, 
Massachusetts, when a young 
woman passenger in a car be was 
driving drowned after a night of 
partying, and he periodically re- 
claimed national attention thanks 
to some scandal, family tragpdy 
or failed presidential bid. 

Now he is shaking off the 
effects of the sex trial of nephew 
William Kennedy Smith, who was 
acquitted last December of 
charges he raped a woman he 
picked up at a Palm Beach, Flor- 
ida, bar while out drinking with 
his unde Ted. 

‘T recognise my own shortcom- 
ings — the faults in the conduct of 
my private life,” Mr. Kennedy 
said in a mea culpa speech he 
made for the benefit of political 
supporters last autumn. “I recog- 
nise that I alone am responsible 


for them and I am the one who 
must confront them. 

“Unlike my brothers, I have 
been given length of years and 
time. And as I approach my 60th 
brithday, I am determined to give 
all that I have to advance the 
causes for which I have stood for 
almost a third of a century,” he 
said. 

This year he has pushed bills 
through the Labour arid Human 
Resources Committee he chairs 
to reform health care insurance 
and lift President George Bush's 
ban on foetal tissue research. 

But a Washington Magazine 
poll of senior House and Senate 
aides from both parties recently 
named Mr. Kennedy as one of 20 
senators they would most like to 
see leave Congress. 

The rape trial forced Mr. Ken- ' 
nedy to keep a low profile for 
most of last year. 

Mr. Smith's attorney matte the 
senator a key figure in the trial, 
asking prospective jurors what 
they thought of him and the rest 
of America’s most famous politic- 
al family. Most said Edward was 
the Kennedy they liked the least. 

Mr. Smith was aqultted after a 
sensational televised trial, includ- 
ing Mr. Kennedy's testimony that 


Terrorism takes back seat to 


diplomacy — for now 


By Walter Putnam 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA, CYPRUS — 
International terrorism has taken 
a back seat to diplomacy in the 
Middle East in recent months, 
but experts say there is still plenty 
of potential for violence. 

“We cannot rule out a con- 
frontation escalating to full-scale 
war if the peace process gets 
bogged down, derailed or aban- 
doned.” said Paul Wilkinson, 
director of London's privately 
funded institute on conflicts and 
terrorism. 

“The cost we should be pre- 
pared to pay for any diplomatic 
and political settlement is that the 
extremists will try to derail it." he 
stressed. 

Radical Palestinians hijacked 
airliners to advance their cause in 
the Arab-Israeii conflict during 


the 1970s and 1980s. Hostage- 
taking and suicide bombings in 
Lebanon embodied the bitter 
hatred of Muslim extremists to- 
wards the West. 

But there has been a decline in 
terrorist acts as Arab moderates 
moved more towards comprom- 
ise and negotiation, and as inter- 
national anti-terrorism coopera- 
tion increased dramatically. 

But that could change. Shiite 
leaders have vowed they would 
take revenge for an Israeli air 
strike in South Lebanon on Sun- 
day that killed Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi, leader of the Shiite Mus- 
lim Hizbollah, or Party of God. 

Syria and Iran, both now mov- 
ing closer to the West, cooper- 
ated in securing the release of 
hostages in Lebanon, although 
both retain links to terrorist 
groups and remain on a U.S. 
State Department list as sponsors 


of terrorism. 

Libya, implicated by U.S., 
British and French authorities in 
the mid-air bombing of two West- 
ern airliners in which more than 
400 people were slain, is now 
under dose international scrutiny 
and seems unlikely to stage furth- 
er provocations. 


works, the places to operate.” 
An added threat is the poten- 
tial for newer, more lethal 
weapons. 


But there are still terrorist 
groups waiting in the wings. 

"The ready state sponsorship 
that these groups had, the asylum 
and freedom to operate, the sup- 
port they got in Eastern Europe, 
are all gone. There's no question 
that it's a lot tougher for them,” 
said counter-terrorism specialist 
Brian Jenkins of Kroll Associ- 
ates, an international security 
consulting firm. 


"Some of the state sponsors of 
terrorism, Iraq and Libya for 
example, have control over che- 
mical or biological weapons and 
might allow their dients to utilise 
them,” Mr. Wilkinson said. 

Even though Iran's current 
pragmatic leaders seek rap- 
prochement with the West, the 
internal debate continues on just 
how militant Iran should be in 
spreading its Islamic revolution. 


“But there does remain a core 
fringe, which retains the capabil- 
ity. It has the people, the net- 


Tehran also has been linked to 
assassinations of political oppo- 
nents abroad, induding Shah pour 
Bakhtiar, the shah's last prime 
minister, in August in France. 
Also, the death decree against 
author Salman Rushdie remains 
in effect. 


Egypt’s stable progress 


hides its population bomb 


By Anthony Lewis 


CAIRO — “He learned his les- 
son on die reviewing platform,” a 
shrewd Egyptian said of Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. The re- 
viewing platform was the one at 
the military parade where Anwar 
Sadat was assassinated on Oct. 6, 
1981. As his successor, Mr. 
Mubarak has eschewed dramatics 
— the sudden gesture, say, of a 
trip to Jerusalem. His watchword 
has been caution, and his aim 
stability. 

Stability is no easy goal in the 
Middle East, least of all in a 
country with a rapidly rising 
population. But against the odds, 
Mr. Mubarak's cautious policy 
has worked tolerably well over 
his decade in office. 

In a turbulent region, Egypt 
seems an island of stability. 

Most people remain poor, sub- 
sistence farmers or families some- 
how surviving in Cairo on wages 
of S50 a month. But one does not 
sense in them the anger of do- 
pe ration. They feel tilings are 
improving. And they are, at least 
in the terms applied in interna- 
tional financial circles. 

The Egyptian pound is a stable 
currency now, not propped up 
but allowed to find its level in the 


market. Egypt’s hard-currency 
reserves are np, oil exports and 
tourism growing. 

The International Monetary 
Fund has given Egypt a passing 
grade on implementation of an 
economic reform progra mine — 
and with the grade a standby loan 
facility. 

It has also had favourable 
notices from two press critics. 
The Economist magazine and the 
Financial Times newspaper, both 
of London. 

The Mubarak policy of gra- 
dualism has plainly worked in toe 
area of foreign affairs. Egypt 
today has a more influential posi- 
tion in the Arab World, and in 
world politics generally, than it 
has had for years. 

to 1981, Egypt was isolated 
from the other Arab states be- 
cause Mr. Sadat had made peace 
with Israel. Now the Arab 
League is in Cairo again, with an 
Egyptian as secretary general. 
Relations have been restored 
without Mr. Mubarak giving up 
any of the Sadat policy of peace. 
So far as one can see, that is a 
highly popular policy at home. 
One this visit I found no bint of 
hostility when Israel was men- 
tioned, and certainly no talk of 
war. 


Egypt’s rote in the Gulf war, as 
a crucial member of the anti- 
Saddam Hussein coalition, signi- 
fied its regional eminence. And 
the election of Butros Butros 
Ghali as secretary-general of the 
United Nations has given Egyp- 
tians much pride. 

The question is whether the 
feeling of relative contentment 
and stability can last. And that is 
not so easy to answer. It depends 
on a number of hard problems, 
and first among them is popula- 
tion. 

There are now 56 million Egyp- 
tians, crammed into the narrow 
fertile strip along the Nile and its 
delta. In the last 10 years the 
population has grown by 10 mil- 
lion, or more than total number 
of Israels, Lebanese, Jordanians 
and Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

The rate of population increase 
fen last year to 2 5 per cent: a 
great improvement, but still 
enough to produce 1.4 million 
more people a year. Birth control 
is promoted by the government, 
with television advertisements of 
peasant women discussing spac- 
ing their children, but much 
cultural resistance remains. 

The ony way to feed the rising 
numbers, and give them hope of a 


better living standard, is to pro- 
duce some economic dynamism. 
But that runs into deep-seated 
obstacles. 

Much of Egypt’s industry is 
goyennnent-owned and hopeless- 
ly inefficient. Subsidies and price 
controls distort the economy. The 
Internationa] Monetary Fund and 
the United States have been 
urging quick steps towards a. 
genuine market economy. The 
Economist wrote optimistically 
that, with those steps. Egypt 
could have ‘‘the fastest-growing 
Mediterranean economy.” 

The government has made a 
small start on privatisation of 
industry and has slowly, almost 
imperceptibly, reduced some sub- 
sidies, Mr. Mubarak evidently 
worries that stronger moves 
might endanger stability. 

But the population increase 
means that Egypt, like Alice, 
must ran faster to keep up. The 
question is whether Mr. Mubarak 
can add that dynamic — can, as 
ope critic put it, give people the 
riaon of a productive society. 

In Egypt it seems as if there 
wffl always be time. Things do not 
change quickly. Peasants work as 
they did miltenmimi* ago. But tire 
pressures are accelerating. — The 
New York Times. 


I 



be bad asked his son Patrick and 
Mr. Smith to go out drinking 
because he was restless. 

“I wish I had gone for a long 
walk on the beach instead.” Mr. 
Kennedy said. 

Subsequently, in what may 
have been an effort to overcome 
his reputation as a heavy drinker 
and womaniser, Mr. Kennedy 
went to his office Christinas party 
last year in a business suit rather 
than in costume as he usually 
does. He once showed up as 
Batman. 

Congressman Joe Moakley, a 
fellow Massachusetts Democrat, 
said Mt. Kennedy’s strong 
appearance at the rape trial 
should keep that from being 
much of an issue in bis next 
election in 1994. 


“He hit the ball out of the 
park.” Mr. Moakley said, de- 
scribing the testimony in baseball 
terms. “He's still very popular." 

Mr. Kennedy has been re- * 
elected five times to six-year Sen-. . 
ate terms since winning his : 
brother's seat in a special ballot. 

But there seems little chance 
he will run for president again as 
he did unsuccessfully in 1980 
against Democrat Jimmy Carter. 
He withdrew from consideration 
for the 1984 and 1988 nomina- 
tions, citing family strains, and 
his name never came up in this 
year's race among little-known 
Democrats. 

Until now, Mr. Kennedy had 
been mentioned as a ■ leading jtr 
possible contender in every pres- 
idential election year since 1968. 


LETTERS 


Thank you 


To the Editor: 


On behalf of the British Institute at Amman for Archaeology and 
History, we would like to congratulate all the authorities 
who helped keep Jordan and, in particular, Amman working 
during the recent bad weather. 

We were most impressed by their efficiency and goodwill. 
Despite appalling conditions there were very few breakdowns in 
services and they were temporaiy; the roads were rarely dosed 
for any length of time and vital supplies came in with commend- 
able regularity. 

Thank you all very much. 


William Lancaster, 

Director, 

B.I.A.A.H. 


Graham Philip, 
Assistant Director, 
B.I.A.A.H. 


Censorship 


To the Editor: 


Because of the snow I found myself in one of Irbid's cinema halls. 
It was my first visit since 1982. 1 was stunned at what lO saw I 
decided to visit two other cinema halls the next day. I was shocked 
even more. 

They were showing pornographic movies. The majority of the 
spectators were under 18, rather about 12 to 17. 

I find it ^responsible on the part of the cinema owners and 

a 8 fi^S S T t0 ^ U mulate , mone y in an immoral way. 
i L a foreigner, I could keep quiet and watch. I have lived in 

*“«■ \ Jordan and the Jordanians. I 
remember that I am a foreigner only when I renew my residence 
permit. J 

c ?” cern for Jordanian youth is genuine. Therefore, there - 
should be an age limit or a change of showtime, that is after S ' 
p.m., when kids are certainty at home with their parents. ’ 


Ibrahim Abdullah, 
frbW, Jordan. 


A sight for sore eyes 


To the Editor: 


Hnrrah for Najwa Anabtawi’s letter of SinnHov r.u- 

couldn’t agree with her more. aTT* 

more environmentally oonsdoos, we are nriSZ 

our dty with ghastly billboards. No 001 8 

*mr pU*. fto? not alone 

tins, and you see what results Tve peopIe abo * rt J 

One of my major disappointments is with 
advertising. Most of *5° 3 

“modem, educated 

fo«e, why have they been attract ■“* “51 

poUuting and offensive manne r ? advertise m such 

Too bad toe government didn’t allow th«» _ 

sooner; we could have saved a V* a *** ** 

solution »: Don't spend monev , * know, 1 

cover it all with Mdeous^SSowSl^^' ^ 0 


Karen A 
P-O. Bin 
Amma n, 


The Jordan 77mes welcomes letters and eon*** * 
“■“j* they wish to 

publication, however, should contain 3K ■ ^ m 
preferably address as well. ^ •nte* m 

request and under special cfrmLjfl 4 ? 




& 



.».«■ ..j ■ 
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Nlouf id Shehab 


top advocate for law and order 


BfKatia Sabet 
' '' ' - • ■' 

^C/URO — As the head of 
^ inteimtionaJ Law Depart - 
' atCairo University, a 

bemter of the government’s 
' <r * Consultative Council . and 
.. . f presftteaf of tfte Commission 
Xraft and International 
and National Secur- 
- W^ pjr. Moufid Shehab is one 
■ ; /J'fy£lhe Middle East’s most 
. experienced law 

: - :- ''\^ipGn Now in his middle 50s, 
distinguished authority 
international arbitration , 
' ^ f psiticulariy matters concern- 
: borders between Arab 

'jr countries. He is an advisor to 
government o/ President 
jy-. '-flosni Mubarak , and ftis 
opinions are often solicited 
by the media. He recently 
agreed to an interview in 
m - Cairo. 

■ Egypt's Dr. Shehab was a 
' 1 -key figure i° £fte protracted 
■" negotiations with Israel to 
‘ ■ settle the dispute over the 
. Taba enclave in the north of 

’ the Sinai Desert. He argued 

■ Egypt's case in a special court 
- set up in Geneva. "Israel had 

'- refused to let the case go to 
“ die International Court of 
• -v Justice in The Hague decause 
' 'it did not believe in the 


U.N.’s impartiality, and. 
therefore, mistrusted one of 
its institutions, " he says. 
“ Israel always considered the 
U.N. to be biased in favour 
of Arab countries ." In 
September 1988, the special 
court finally ruled in favour 
of Egypt, ending a thorny 
issue that bad been festering 
since 1982. 

Even though independent 
courts can help unlock situa- 
tions, Dr. Shehab remains a 
strong advocate of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice as 
an institution and favours an 
enhanced role for it in inter- 
national relations. "An inter- 
national organisation like the 
U.N. is inconceivable with- 
out an (effective) body spe- 
cialised in settling conflicts 
through the application of 
international law." be says. 
" International law is as im- 
portant for the world com- 
munity as domestic law is for 
the internal affairs of a given 
country. This is why the In- 
ternational Court was set up 
in the first place. At the time 
when the U.N. was called the 
Society of Nations, the court 
was known as the Permanent 
International Court of Jus- 
tice. Hie existence of this 


court is essential, not only as 
a legal body but also for its 
consultative role." 

For the moment, he adds , 
tL unfortunately. its role is 
only modest. The court can 
function only when conflict- 
ing parties agree to submit 
their case to it. Countries 
prefer political solutions or 
armed confrontation. The 
court has rarely ruled, but in 
the few cases it has , die 
decision has stood the tests of 
time and of political change. ” 

Dr. Sbebab, who earned a 
law degree from the Uni- 
versity of Alexandria, his na- 
tive city, went on to further 
his studies at the Sorbonne in 
Paris , earning diplomas in 
public and international law. 
His doctoral thesis on the 
international court of the 
Hague was awarded first 
prize for the best thesis of 
1963. 

International law should be 
the foundation of relations be- 
tween countries, and demo- 
cracy should be the basis of 
relations between a people 
and its government, argues 
Dr. Shehab. “ Some people 
think it is impossible to have 
a democracy in the Third 
World and that the masses 


there aren ’t ready to exercise 
power. But power in the 
Third World is often usurped 
by individuals. These dicta- 
tors may have good inten- 
tions, but they are not pre- 
pared enough or lack the 
necessary qualities to reach 
these goals. The only solution 
for people is freedom, re- 
spect for human rights and 
true democracy.’’ 
Democracy has its faults 
and is constantly being 
rested, as is currently the case 
in Algeria. "It is true that 
people sometimes make mis- 
takes, often because they are 
not sufficiently well-in- 
formed." Dr. Sbebab says. 
"And there are other prob- 
lems. Election results of 
democratic elections can be 
falsified. Votes can be 
bought. Democracy has its 
shortcomings, but that is no 
reason to give up on it. I feel 
sure a people who bring a 
dictator to power learn a 
lesson. And in the final 
analysis, only democracy 
gives people a chance to cor- 
rect mistakes. " 

Admitting to ingrained 
optimism. Dr. Shehab says 
he believes that mankind is 
slowly moving towards greater 


respect for the law. That les- 
son takes time to learn, 
sometimes as long as a gen- 
eration. "We have to teach 
our children the principles of 
democracy from the earliest 
age. These principles should 
be applied to all aspects of 
life and human relations: In 
the home, at work, in our 
institutions, everywhere!" 

"Democracy isn’t just the 
relationship between a gov- 
ernment and the governed, " 
he explains. "It is a way of 
life, a way of thinking. That is 
what we have not yet learned 
in the Third World. " People 
who are oppressed are easy 
prey, he notes. "To the 
weak, a dictator appears as 
the strong man who will 
avenge their misery and 
wretchedness. The weaker 
and more miserable they are. 
the more they see the dictator 
as the incarnation of power, 
strength and glory. " 

Dictators take advantage 
of that, while genuine demo- 
cratic leaders often pay a high 
price for sticking by their 
principles , Dr. Shehab adds. 
"Democratic leaders are in 
power to follow their destiny 
to the end, to death if neces- 
sary. Take Kennedy and 


Sadat. They were assassin- 
ated. Look at Carter. He was 
ridiculed by the media. And 
now Gorbachev, dismissed 
without regret by his 
people. ’’ 

If democracy and respect 
for the rule of law are the 
future, the present includes 
many glaring “ mistakes ’’ to 
correct, according to Dr. 
Shehab. For example, the 
Israeli government’s refusal 
to halt settlements in the 
occupied territories while 
negotiations are going on ne- 
gates all hopes for peace. 
"Israel knows that once the 
peace negotiations truly get 
under way. a solution will 
have to be reached and that 
solution may not be to its 
taste " Dr. Shehab says. 

"We have entered an era 
that favours collaboration be- 
tween states and solving dif- 
ferences through peaceful 
and legal means rather than 
by force. In this case, peo- 
ple’s rights have been 
usurped and their land occu- 
pied by force. These breaches 
of international law must be 
put right, and this is a truth 
the Israeli government does 
not want to face. It seems to 
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think that by obstructing the 
peace process and presenting 
the world with a series of fait 
accomplis it is going to pre- 
serve the status quo. Sooner 
or later, no matter how long 
this usurping lasts or how 
many times the law is broken. 
Israel will end up with its 
back against the wall because 
of public opinion. “ 

Even though Dr. Shehab’s 
voice is heard at the highest 
levels in his country ’s govern- 
ment and at international in- 
stitutions. he has chosen to 
focus on reaching, putting his 


expertise :it the service of the 
next generation. In addition 
to being a professor at two ol 
Egypt's leading universities, 
four years ago he was 
appointed director of the In- 
ternational Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, a higher 
education institution set up in 
collaboration with. France. 
Dr. Shehab emphasises that 
he wants to continue sharing 
his knowledge. " Teaching is 
what interests me most. That 
is what give* me most satis- 
faction." he says — World 
News Link. 


James A. Michener — the storyteller inspired by mortality 



Jamms A. Michener 


By Michael Perry 

SYDNEY— His fragile body 
moves cautiously across the 
hotel foyer aided by a silver 
walking stick and a pair of 
probing eyes. 

James Michener is one of 
the world's great storytellers, 
bat at the age of 85 the body 
no longer ■ keeps up with the 
mind. 

Yet it is MScbener’s mortal- 
ity which has been the driving 
force in the tall Texan’s life 
— without it, be says , be 
would probably never have 
put pen to paper. 

Although be walked away 
from three aircraft crashes 
during his tours of duty in the 
South Pacific as a naval 
lieutenant in World War n, 
the turning point in Michen- 
er f s life was a precarious sun- 
set landing in New Cale- 
donia. 

“ That was so crucial that as 
an intelligent person you 
couldn’t back away from it" 
Mr. Michener told Reuters in 
an interview after a swing 


through the South Pacific. 

In his recently released 
autobiography The Work 1 1s 
My Home , A Memoir Mr. 
Michener describes the inci- 
dent in religious terms: "Was 
this powerful experience on a 
dark airstrip a theophany... 
an' appearance of God to a 
human being? 

"But as the stars came out 
and I could see the low 
mountains I had escaped, I ~ 
swore: ‘I’m going to live the,, 
rest of my life as if I were a 
great man’." 

More than 40 years later 
Mr. Michener believes be has 
fulfilled that commitment, 
but makes the distinction that 
he is not a great man. "I have 
lived as if I were. I have 
fought the good battles. " 

After that near miss, Mr. 
Michener began writing his 
first book by the light of a 
smelly lamp in a naval hut on 
the mosquito-infested Island 
of Espiritu Santo in what 
where then known as the 
New Herbides , now 
Vanuatu. 


Tales Of The South Pacific 
was a collection of tales not 
about the Pacific, but about 
men and women and war. 
written not for self-gratifica- 
tion, but for the people at 
war. It was his place to 
escape the ravages around 
him. 

" I can honestly say that 
when I wrote that. I envis- 
aged the time 20 years hence 
when they would want to buy 
the book as a memorial of the 
great adventure of which they 
were a part,” says Mr. 
Michener. 

"It is interesting that in 
peace time on Guadalcanal 
they have a constant flow of 
men returning to places they 
vilified when they were 
younger. ” 

Mr. Michener says he 
would never denigrate war as 
he believes it to be one of 
mankind's "essential non- 
senses ", which can inspire 
individuals to greatness. 

Tales Of The South Pacific 
won the 1947 Pulitzer Prize , 
though Mr. Michener says it 


was luck, not his writing skill, 
that brought him the award 
— coming as it did only hours 
after he was dumped by his 
first literary agent, who said 
he had no future as a writer. 

“Accidentally my book 
stumbled into the 1947 judg- 
ing. the only year in which it 
had a chance of winning, and 
it found that haven by pure 
luck , ” Mr. Michener writes. 

Despite writing millions of 
words , filling 33 books and 
co-writing two others, Mr. 
Michener rejects the title of 
author. 

“/ do object to the public 
preserve of being an author, I 
find it distasteful," he says. 

Mr. Michener prefers the 
tag “storyteller". In bis book 
he likens himself to an 
ancient storyteller who sat by 
the campfire at night regaling 
hunters about their prowess. 

"The job of an apple tree is 
to bear apples. The job of a 
storyteller is to tell stories, 
and I have concentrated on 
that obligation, ” he writes in 


his memoir. 

"I write at 85 for the same 
reasons that impelled me to 
write at 45 1 was bom with a 
passionate desire to com- 
municate, to organise experi- 
ence, to tell tales that drama- 
tise the adventures which 
readers might have had." 

Mr. Michener says his writ- 
ing style is simple and honest, 
aimed at creating an ambi- 
ence in which the reader feels 
comfortable. 

"When people start one of 
my books they find then very 
formidable and a lot of peo- 
ple never get past the first 
couple of chapters, ” says Mr. 
Michener, a trained ' histo- 
rian. 

“ But an enormous number 
do get past and find that 
when they get into it they are 
living in an ambience that has 
been created by paragraphs. I 
almost think I see things as 
paragraphs. " 

Mr. Micbener’s mortality 
loomed large in his life on a 
number of occasions — each 


time inspiring his writings. 

In 1965 he suffered a mas- 
sive heart attack. After six 
weeks in hospital Mr. 
Michener returned to his 
study to resume compiling a 
book on Leningrad, but to his 
horror he had lost his focus 
and the book was never com- 
pleted. 

“Some major change had 
taken place in my life and I 
left the study distraught," 
writes Mr. Michener. "For 
more than a week I lived in 
fear that I might never be 
able to regain intellectual 
control over my writing." 

But he was spurred to begin 
a book on Spain. 

At 60, Mr. Michener. who 
says he still does all his own 
research, decided be should 
run with the bulls in Pam- 
plona. 

On his fourth attempt he 
reached his designated " safe- 
ty spot, " but unlike the pre- 
vious mornings a disoriented 
bud veered across the narrow 
lane , killing two men before 


stopping six inches from his 
chest. 

Mr. Michener went on ro 
write Iberia, the book he 
says will probably live the 
longest. “ Iberia played u foc- 
al role in my rehabilitation as 
a writer.” writes Mr. 
Mcihener. 

In 19S0 Mr. Michener 
underwent a quintuple heart 
by-pass, denial reconstruc- 
tion and had received a new 
left hip. 

These “ rusty nails, " us he 
describes them in his book, 
jolted him into a prolific 
spurt of writing which saw 
him write II books between 
19S6 and 1991. 

"I knew what my ambi- 
tions were, but 1 was doubtful 
a dour my capacity to fulfill 
them." he writes. 

So how many books are 
left in Mr. Michener’s im- 
agination? 

"I has been a wonderfully 
exciting life — about 38," 
chuckles the ageing story.- 
teller. 


Independence means issuing 
stamps — or trying to 


By Carrie Figdor 
The Associated Press 

. NEW YORK — Shortly after 
it declared independence last 
June, Croatia took a classic 
step towards proclaiming 
national sovereignty: It 
.issued stamps. 

Some didn’t have gum and 
,bad to be cut apart with 
scissors. One series com - 
meliorated airmail routes 
established when the result - 
i. ’ -nig civil war interrupted sur- 
:fece mail delivery. 

# They were the first Croa- 
■ tian stamps since World War 
: W>- sort of. Because 
Chiafia’s independence was 
'«*: established, they were 
“more or less out of 
'■ jPfltfe” next to Yugoslav 
said Ekrem Spahich, 
secretary of the 
* Philatelic Society in 

■ _ Texas. 

' the desire for physical 
;i - j&of of independence was 
— as it has been in the 
... fixnncr Soviet republics, the 
: tbltics, and other new or 
I tdo/s nations. As the real 
*orld changes , the stamp 
• ■ world— anodd mix of reality 
" and wishful thinking — fol- 
tows suit: 

— In October, Moscow 
' issued a *yictt>ryof democra- 
tic forces” series c omm emor- 
ating tfce three menwho died 
in the. foiled August coup. 
They were among the last 


Soviet stamps and the first 
since Czarist times to show 
die Russian flag. 

— Armenia’s first stamp 
since it became part of the 
Soviet Union in 1922 is ex- 
pected to honour a multina- 
tional corporation — U.S.- 
based American Telephone 
and Telegraph, which instal- 
led telephone switching 
equipment in the capital 
Yerevan last October. 

— A January 1991 ship- 
ment of Lithuanian stamps, 
printed in Leipzig, Germany, 
was impounded at the 
Lithuanian border by Soviet 
officials until the Soviet Un- 
ion recognised the Baltic 
state in September. 

None of the new stamps 
approaches in value the 
jewels of the philatelic world, 
valued at over a million dol- 
lars each. These include an 
1856 penny magenta British 
Guiana stamp , an 1855 Swed- 
ish three-skilling stamp 
printed in the wrong colour 
(yellowish instead of blue- 
green), and an 1840 penny 
black British stamp pasted on 
the inverse side of a mailready 
envelope — an envelope with 
the postage printed on it. 

Raritv is one of the prime 
determinants of stamp value. 
In general , stamps are issued 
today in quantities that pre- 
vent their prices from rising 
above face value. 

Philately has never quite 


recovered from the boom - 
and-bust market of the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s, when 
non-philatelist investors saw 
stamps as a good short-term 
investment and inflation 
hedge. Prices zoomed when 
they entered the market and 
plunged when they left. 

But the new issues, while 
not raising stamp prices, are 
giving new life to philately as 
a bobby. 

“I don’t think the new 
issues will raise values but it 
will affect collecting. People 
will collect the new stamps 
and then go back for the old 
ones,” said Keith Wagner, 
executive director of the 
American Philatelic Society 
(APS). 

The APS estimates there 
are some 250,000 serious 
stamp collectors in the Un- 
ited States. The major indust- 
rial nations — Britain, Ger- 
many, France and Japan in 
particular — also have many 
collectors. 

Most philatelists collect 
stamps from their own coun- 
try or that of their forebears. 
But anything is fair game — 
at least one U.S. philatelist 
collects stamps from Memel, 
an area in Lithuania that was 
briefly autonomous between 
the world wars.' 

"Stamps are little pieces of 
paper with historic and geog- 
raphic significance. You get 
to possess a chunk of his- 


tory, ” said Michael Scbrieber 
of Linn’s Stamp News, the 
leading U.S. philatelic week- 
ly- 

The history displayed can 
be both symbolic and decep- 
tive. Glasnost brought with it 
Soviet stamps commemorat- 
ing former non-persons 
Andrei Sakharov and Boris 
Pasternak and British double 
agent Kim Philby. 

But east Germany ignored 
its merger with west Ger- 
many — Oct. 3, 1990 — and 
issued stamps the day before 
that celebrated international 
aeronautics and the 100th 
anniversary of the death of 
Heinrich Schliemann, who 
found Troy. 

Yugoslavia also looked the 
other way as it was foiling 
apart. While Croatia issued 
stamped envelopes that dis- 
played the plea "stop the war 
in Croatia” in English , 
Yugoslavian stamps showed 
birds , Bowers and Olympic 
events. 

Now, with international 
recognition of Slovene and 
Croatian independence, 
stamps from those states are 
being used internationally 
without Yugoslav stamps. 

Collecting new issues can 
be tricky because it isn’t al- 
ways clear when a stamp is 
legitimate: 

A stamp is whatever a na- 
tion’s postal authority issues 
and accepts for postage . 


Sometimes a stamp is valid 
only within a country and for 
maul to its neighbours. 

About 10 years ago, a rebel 
group in Eritrea — which 
plans a referendum later this 
year to cement its independ- 
ence from Ethiopia — had 
stamps printed, but they were 
sold only to dealers, not in 
Eritrea. Those stamps were 
not considered legitimate, 
said Denise Hatton, a new 
issues expert with Linn’s 
Stamp News. 

But last Octoder, a new 
stamp from Eritrea was used 
to mail an envelope to Indi- 
ana. 

For other countries, such 
as those once in the Soviet 
Union, it’s a matter of pick- 
ing up where they left off 
decades ago. 

The first new Estonian and 
Latvian stamps, issued in 
October, show each nation’s 
coat of arms and denomina- 
tions without a currency sym- 
bol — likely in anticipation of 
dropping the Russian ruble. 

A Soviet stamp program- 
me agreed upon in March — 
defone the Soviet Union 
broke up — will be carried 
out by the new Common- 
wealth of Independent 
States. But no “common- 
wealth” stamps are planned, 
said Jim Helzer, executive 
secretary of the Russia Stamp 
Agency of North America, 
which sold Soviet stamps. 


How Raquel and Anton!® 


captured Tunisians’ hem 


By Abdul Aziz Barrouhi 
Reuter 

TUNIS — Forget the heroes 
of American soap operas 
such as Dallas and Dynasty 
when in Tunisia. They are 
out. 

J.R. and company have 
been replaced in the hearts of 
Tunisian viewers by an un- 
likely pair called Raquel and 
Antonio, stars of a Mexican 
serial called You Or Nobodv 
Else. 

I The scries ended last week. 
But it is still the topic of 
conversation in Tunis and the 
television station that aired it 
is inundated with calls for a 
re-run. 

“ Show it again and again, 
well never get tired of it, ” a 
22-year-old girl wrote to the 
ruling party newspaper Lc 
Renouveau. 

For more than three 
months, Raquel and Antonio 
seemed to take over tde ev- 
eryday lives of Tunisians. 

Riots broke out in the 
southern Tunis sudurd of Ben 
Arous when a power failure 
interrupted viewers’ regular 
date with the pair, according 
to a Tunisian newspaper. 

Another daily reported 
that a young wife had run off 


with her brother-in-law after 
one episode inspired her to 
take revenge on her husband. 
ft The story revolved around 
a rich handsome man called 
Antonio, his evil brother 
Max who, in order to inherit 
Antonio’s fortune, tries to 
kill him in a plane crash . and 
marry a beautiful girl called 
Raquel. 

Believing Antonio has 
died. Max takes Antonio's 
identity and arranges a 
fraudulent marriage with Ra- 
quel. But Antonio escapes 
the plane crash and returns 
dome. Raquel falls in love 
with the real Antonio, and 
they spend the rest of the 
serial fighting off the evil 
schemes of Max. 

Posters of Raquel and 
Antonio were snatched up at 
a dollar a piece. 

The latest episodes were 
the only subject of conversa- 
tion on public transport, in 
the office, at school and at 
home, the ruling party news- 
paper AJ-Horrya said. 

Tunisian papers were full' 
of anecdotes about the lives 
of Raquel and Antonio. 

A family demanding a 
large dowry for their daugh- 
ter’s band in marriage were 
told, “but she is not Raquel. ” 


A pregnant wife was 
ordered by her husband to 
watch every episode of You 
Or Nobody Else " and to 
keep her eyes on Raquel. "so 
that the baby will look like 
her. " 

Another journalist claimed 
to have a trended a funeral 
wdere fde mourners argued 
noisily over the physical and 
moral qualities, not of the 
dear departed, but of the 
actors in You Or Nobodv 
Else. 

Salem Lab bene. Tunisia's 
best known drama critic, said 
the serial was inspired bv 
American and Egyptian pro- 
ductions and offered viewers 
an unusual escape from real- 
ity. Raquel and Antonio rep- 
resented a physical ideal ■ 

and a moral ideal with which 
riewers could identify. 

One leading journalist 
wrote in homage: "Ob Ra- 
quel... I swear" that you are 
the modern woman who has 
most captivated our admira- 
tion and who has be wi reded 
us... to you a thousand 
salutations , loves and pas- 
sions. . . we passionately a wait 
your next series. " 

No one yet knows when 
that may be. 
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How to plan for your wedding 


By Make Addas/ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — My Gance and I want to write a book which 
we want to call “ How to plan for your wedding, ” and which 
might eventually be picked up by Steven Spielberg for a 
movie. 

Wc discovered that as a book , “how to plan for your 
wedding” will not need much editing , especially that it will 
have chapters that are very precise and to-the-point. 

Chapter one will give advice to new couples. “If you are 
thinking of making your own wedding preparations , ” it 
goes , “don't”. End of chapter one. 

Only those very persistent couples who are set on gening 
married will continue to chapter two alter such a * heart- 
wrenching ” warning. And that chapter basically consists of 
a complete list of “ things to do to prepare for the 
wedding. ” It also includes the number of times you have to 
do each one before you make up your mind. 

For example. To decide on where to bold the wedding 
reception you spend as many days as there are hoteb in the 
country taking a first look. So let us assume there are four 
hotels. You spend four days just “ looking around". Then 
you go back to each hotel on separate days to talk to the 
sales people, who each say that they are “toe greatest”. 
This makes it so difficult to make a choice that you start 
waking up in the middle of the night and imagine hotel 
names all over the ceiling. And each morning at breakfast 
you think you have made up your mind about the hoteb. 
But, “ out of experience” I can tell you that when you think 
you have made up your mind you have only scratched the 
tip of the iceberg of hotel-decision-making! You still have 
at least 10 more days of going a round hoteb before coming 
to the final conclusion. 

Another example is selecting the wedding invitations, 
which again takes a minimum of six trips. Three trips to 
decide on the cards and three trips to the print-shop where 
the “ hotel of your choice” should, at last, be printed on the 
invitations by the primers in toe shop you have finally 
decided on. 

That is not all. You must remember, toe wedding rings 
(and the best man to remind the groom of the rings), the 
bride’s dress , and the groom's suit, the band, or the DJ. 
The menu, the shape of the wedding cake (round, square , 
heart-shaped, rectangular. Again, the choices are limit- 
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less), the flower decorations (we were lucky, here. Only 
two kinds of flowers survive in snow. Carnations and 
mums), the bridal bouquet , the photographer, the video 
guy, toe flower girls, the hairdresser, and most important- 
ly, the invitees. Not to mention the honeymoon destina- 
tion, the tickets, the hotel reservations and the visas. Nor 
to mention “house-hunting”, and selecting furniture. 

So by the time the couple exchange their, “I do’s " they 
are almost bald from pulling their hair and could prove they 
where under the influence of a type of temporary insanity 
called “derision making ”. 

Chapter three of the book will say that if the couple have 
managed to follow the steps in chapter two they deserve to 
be congratulated. They are made for each other. A match 
made in heaven to survive bell on earth. 

They managed to live through the first decision-making 
situation in their life together — guaranteed not to be the 
last. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Feb. 20 

830 Spatz 

The Royal Visit 

The committee from London 
prepares to open the Spatz 
restaurant for fast foods; and 
the owner's wife goes 
through a final check-up be- 
fore they arrive. 

9:10 NBA Basketball 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie of The Week 

Brother By Choice 

Starring; Charlie H ^gim 

Scott b not getting along with 
his father so be leaves his 
home and Brett goes after 
him to persuade him to re- 
turn home. 


Friday, Fab. 21 

830 Lenny 

Lenny’s wife expects him to 
receive a fat reward for hav- 
ing returned a wallet that be 
found. 

9:10 Derrick 

Tod Eines Junger 

Under certain conditions, 
even gentle people can be 
murderers. 

10:00 News in Englbh 
10:20 Chancer 


Stephen b offered a job by 
Franklin, Jo’s father. Mean- 
while Jamie, Robert Doug- 
las’s son. comm/ts suicide in 
the woods ■ 

Saturday, Fmb. 22 

8:30 America’s Funniest 
Borne Videos 

930 Encounter 

930 Stamps Of Greatness 

The life and works of the 
famous Greek composer 
Dvorak who lived in the 19th 
century. 

1030 News in English 
1030 Feature FBm 
A renowned journalists is 
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ty and Mttchmi Brooks 

killed in an ambush in Nicar- 
agua during the civil war be- 
tween the authorities and the 
contra rebels. Investigation 
begins to resolve the mystery 
of her death. 

Sunday, Feb. 23 

8:30 Empty Nest 

The young and handsome 
doctor. Andrew, is appointed 
at the centre to help Dr. 
Winston. Dr. Winston's 
daughter, Carol, is attracted 

9:10 Equinox 

Walk on Wheels 

About wheelchairs, their 
different uses and how they 
help the mobility of the hand- 
icapped. 

10*00 News in English 
10:20 Law And Order 

Happily Ever After 

A prominent businessman 
is lolled. Investigation reveab 
the murder was a product of 
human greed. 


p Aar Na th , drama sate law And 
Ml Mortar- Sunday at 10:20. 
star ha tbm 


Monday, Fab. 2d 

8:30 Land Of Hope And 
Gkuy 

Gloria introduces Amer- 
ican ways in the guided tours 
of the British Beaumont 
House. 

9:10 Capital City 

Friedman, the corporate 
financiers tries to take over 
Shane Dealers. There is a lot 
of anxiety but the deal fails to 
get through. 

KhOO News in En glish 

1030 Gambler 

Brady Hoax goes after the 
Macord gang to save his 
abducted son and rid the 
West of the gang. 

Tuusduy, Fmb. 25 

830 Evening Shade 
Vote Early And Vote After 
Everybody will vote for the 
wife to become the district 
attorney. 

9:10 GoUer Years 


Pressure increases on 
Michael, the director of the 
city council, as radical groups 
in the city draw a conspiracy 
plan against him by using the 
services of a beautiful 
woman. 

1030 News In English 
1030 GBH 

Wednesday, Feb. 26 

830 Tench 

Carnival Knowledge 

9:10 World Of Audubon 

The Island At The Galapagos 

The islands are 16 in num- 
ber and are in a world of then- 
own. They tell the story of 
evolution. But their isolation 
ends as modern world ar- 


1030 News In English 
1030 Burning Shore 

The rebel Boer and his 
men get a pardon and mother 
and child return to their rela- 
tives. 


Epilogue to Amneh 


By E Yagbi 

Today as I fought toy way through drifts of snow, 1 looked 
up at the clouds which enveloped the earth and surrounded 
me and I remembered how at this tone just a year ago, two 
tragedies struck my life a day apart. The first incident that 
occurred was the American bombing Qf the Amiriyah 
civilian shelter in Baghdad. Even though I wasn't personal- 
ly involved in this massacre by air, J couldn’t help but feel 
deeply wounded that any nation or coalition of nations 
could incur such honor, barm and death on innocent 
civilians. Now, a year later, Iraqis continue to be victims of 
the U.S. led aggression and suffer fro m sanctions and 
embargoes which cause sickness and death while Western 
leaders exuberantly claim credit for the battle that they so 
unfairly won. 

The second tragedy hit me nearer to home and happened 
only a day after toe bombing of toe Amiriyah shelter. It 
was on this desolate day when Jordanians still outraged 
about the unwarranted attack and the resultant deaths of 
innocent Iraqi citizens, many of the children, that my sister 
Amneh died. Although Amneb’s gone now and no one can 
replace her, her children have gotten accustomed to getting 
on with their lives. Abdul Fattah, her youngest child, is 
now in the third grade, doing quite well in school and 
adjusted to toe great change that rearranged him. His three 
older brothers have faired acceptably too and Shatha, their 
older unmarried sister, has just completed the Gist phase of 
her Tawjih) exams. As for Amneb’s husband, well, he 
made sure be didn't loose any time at all without a wife and 
as soon as the traditional 40 days of mourning passed, 
quickly married another woman and carred on like a 
teenager who was never wed during his matrimony. 
However, one year later, Anmeh's husband has settled 
down some and stopped boasting so much about his feat of 
a second marriage. 

Abdul Fattah’s stepmother hasn’t taken his mother’s . 
place, but she nonetheless surprisingly has provided him 
with a true love that stems from her good heart and has 
given the young boy the succor he so desperately continues 
to need. In spite of the fact that she herself will soon 
become toe mother of her own baby for toe first tone, it is 
most likely that her compassion Tor Amneb’s children will 
not decrease. So Amneb's kids have been saved from 
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^Tbe cute little bouse that Amneh 

nowrhj to the ownership of 

toe cozy tittle kitchen with white cupboards 

bmwnwhere Amneh used to whip up spicy delicious irea£ 

and the best mint tea of all her relatives, 

Sarah’s attempts to provide meager 
sitting room where my aster once sat on her red Feraao 
carpet, her replacement now sits, iaugfcs 
same mahogany television that Amneh once watched, 
a gold-plated fan. 

smoothered air on hot summer evemngs, encircled by 
Amneb’s former husband and five children. . 

Far away across the Atlantic, lives Amneh s oldest chfid^ 
a married daughter who at the time was " 
mother was dying. By her side now toddles Amneh s first 
and only grandchild, a beautiful infant that she never set 

ey But^life moves on tor the living. Amneh along with 
those Iraqis who so bravely died during the Gulf war are 
now but memories to those who survived them. Although 
most jobs are done by people who place much importance 
on their work, motherhood is usually thought of to be the 
most important job of all. Yet, Amneh s children quite 
quickly learned to live without her as well they .must, 
.eating, laughing, playing , studying and sleeping their days 
away. But if such a virtuous and pious personas I perceived* 
my sister to be isn't missed much by even her children, I 
have concluded that no one is indispensable. Amneh s 
husband who she faithfully served tor over twenty years.' 
seems contented with his second wife as though the first never , 
exi sted and proud of the prospect of becoming a new \ 
father. He is making plans to add another floor to his bouse 
to have space tor his new brood of children. 

Also, most of the world has forgotten the Amiriyah 
shelter and the Gulf war and toe. tragedy they imposed on a 
helpless and guiltless people. Children and babies continue 
to suffer and die and like my sister soon become just 
memories and statistics . My faith in humanity was acutely 
chalre-n and even crushed by the war. These wounds plus 
the loss of my beloved sister Amneh will be very slow to \ 
heal. ! 


ByJohoFoUain 

Reuter 

ROME — Franco Zeffirelli is 
proud of his new reputation 
as Italy’s biggest loudmouth. 

Zeffirelli’s targets are 
many and varied. The film 
and opera director has re- 
cently launched a vitriolic 
attack on some Arabs, sided 
with soccer hooligans and 
condemned a mediaeval 
horse race in Tuscany. 

Sixty-nine Wednesday 
(Feb. 12), Zeffirelli, 
Acclaimed tor such films as 
Romeo And Juliet and Jesus 
Of Nazareth, is unrepentant. 

“I am the boy in the 
famous tale of the Chinese 
emperor,” said Zeffirelli, 
who directed Elizabeth 
Taylor and Richard Burton in 
the 1960s box-office bit The 
Taming Of The Shrew. 

“The child said the emper- 
or was naked when every- 
body else was saying he was 
dressed in finery, ” he said in 
an interview at the Rome 
Opera House during a break 
from rehearsals tor Puccini's 
La Boheme. 

Last September Florence- 
born Zeffirelli had to resign 
from the board of his beloved 
dub , Fiorentina, after de- 
fending football hooligans 
who taunted rivals Juventus 


Film director 
Zeffirelli proud 
to be loudmouth 


about their 39 supporters kil- 
led at the Heyscl Stadium in 
Belgium in 1985. 

Before a match against 
Juventus, the Florentine fans 
chanted the numbers from 
one to 39. This started run- 
ning fights between the two 
crowds. 

“People ask me: ‘ Why do 
you have to say these dungs? 
Why do you get on people's 
backs?' 

“I've always had the cult of 
sincerity, of saying this is 
false and this is true,” said 
Zeffirelli, a devout Catholic 
since a near-fatal car crash in 
1969. 

He firmly opposes por- 
nography and was expelled 
from the Italian Him Writers’ 
Association for his outspoken 
criticism of films which be 
considers lewd or obscene. 

He attracted yet more con- 
troversy in December by 
attending a ceremony in L ’A- 
quila in central Italy, where 
the Roman Catholic 


archbishop unveiled an anti- 
abortion * Monument to the 
Unborn Baby' in the muni- 
dpal cemetery. 

After Saudi Arabian cus- 
toms seized a film he had 
made on Tuscany on moral 
grounds, Zeffirelli told a 
newspaper interviewer in De- 
cember. “Sometimes I think 
we did the wrong thing in 
intervening in the Gulf war: 
We should have let them kill 
each other. ” 

He has continued to de- 
nounce the Arabs who, he 
says , wouldn’t allow the 
documentary on Tuscany 
“just because there is a naked 
Venus by Botticelli and the 
David by Michelangelo. ” 

He has had no second 
thoughts cither about attack- 
ing die traditional bareback 
horse race, the Palio , held in 
the central square of the Tus- 
can town of Siena. Twenty- 
two horses have been put 
down after being injured in 
the last 21 races. 


“Why shouldn't / say that . 
they drug horses at the Paho . 
poor beasts ? Four died last 
July. Of course , you say 
something and there's a huge 
rumpus . ” The town council is 
suing him. 

Zeffirelli has earned mixed 
reviews for his latest film. 
He brought Hamlet to the 
screen with Australian actor 
Mel Gibson, better known on 
film tor his Mad Max role 
than for Shakespearean soli- 
loquies. 

Now the workaholic 
Florentine, apart from open- 
ing the season at Milan's La 
Scala with Verdi’s Don Car- 
lo, plans to dig into his youth 
with a film on the virtuoso 
soprano Maria Callas. 

Callas was a close friend 
until her death in 1977 and he 
directed her in five operas. 

“I got dose to making a 
film on her three times, and /. 
dropped it three times. I’m 
still full of doubts, just be- 
cause I knew her so well,” 
said Zeffirelli. 

*T feel very embarrassed. 
It’s like writing an auto- 
biography and mentioning 
people who are dead and who 
are not there to defend them- 
selves. The only thing that 
will make me do it is the 
thought that if I don’t, some- 
body else will.” 


Women’s film festival 
invites an intimate view 


By Samuel Perry 
Reuter 

SEATTLE — An energetic 
group of film enthusiasts has 
assembled one of toe world's 
widest ranging — and most 
personal — exhibitions of 
films made by women. 

The sixth international fes- 
tival of films by women direc- 
tors resisted feminist labels 
by selecting a broad range of 
films. It also omitted much of 
the sodalising that occurs at 
festivals where film distribu- 
tors and judging take centre 
stage. 

“We never chose films tor 
political reasons,” said orga- 
niser Peggy Case. “The pur- 
pose of this festival is tor 
people to have a personal 
experience with the director. 

“ Women just have this 
profoundly different cultural 
experience from men in our 
society. Their vodes just ha- 
ven't been heard as much 
before she said. “You just 
.scour the earth tor a handful 


of excellent films filmed only 
by women.” 

The result was an eclectic 
array of short and long films. 

“I don't know what a 
women’s film is — and most 
women directors run like hell 
from the notion that they pro- 
duce ‘women’s films,” said 
film critic EUa Taylor of LA 
Weekly. 

The sentiment was echoed 
by many of the participants 
— who range from feminist 
German filmmaker Mar- 
garethe Von Trotta to John 
Lennon's widow, YokoOno.- 

Gno’s experimental movie 
Bottoms, showing a series of 
close-ups of. naked buttocks, 
was in the festival. 

“Women filmm akers have 
the same right as any people 
to explore anything they 
like,” said Australian direc- 
tor Jocelyn Moorhouse. Her 
spirited Proof, about a triang- 
le of relationships around a 
blind photographer, opened 
the three-week festival , 
which ended on Feb , 8. 


Proof, Moorhouse 's first 
full-length feature film, ex- 
plores Martin ’s distrust of the 
world around him and his 
quest tor proof of events 
which he cannot see. 

Along the way, Martin 
(Hugo Weaver) toys with the 
unrequited love of his house- 
keeper Delia (Genevieve 
Picot) and a new acquaint- 
ance. Andy (Russell Crowe), 
whom Martin asks to de- 
scribe what is pictured in the 
uncanny, somewhat photo- 
graphs he takes. 

At the festival, each even- 
ing was devoted to the work 
of one director , who was 
generally present to discuss it 
afterwards with the audience. 

Tbs allowed Moorhouse to 
describe bow she bad created 
the character of Andy after 
her brother, an easy-going 
- cook with a maddeningly 
good-natured attitude, and 
bow Martin’s lovesick house- 
keeper came to be so mis- 
j chievous . 

“JVe always loved wicked 


women,” she sail 
thought was to ha\ 
hciously wicked wt 
the film.” 

Proof, due to opei 
York this year, has hi 
nm in Australia anc 
w London and j 
November. 

Other filmmakers 

h i the festival includ 
Nair whose Mis 
™ safe k an exuber. 
edy about the love 
5£ Af rican-Americ 
(Denzel Washington 
young Indian womai 
Woodbury) in a ran 
Mississippi town. 

Also on show was 


ably — a igpi 

around the tensbi 
inhabitants of a , 

aad 8ypsie& 
on the outskirts of 
Julie Dash's Am 

Daughters Of.: 
chronicled a bli 

K9a fondly at the 
century. 
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Opera is top of the pops in Britain 


. By M Serjeant 

\ Reuter 

^ — Opera , long 

' ■ the preserve of the middle-' 
' iggfd and middle-dess in Bri- 
g ' : is shaking off an elitist 

- : B&ge and enjoying the time- 
i- gJjt in a transformation of 
'/popular vulture. 

/ -Record sales are booming. 
'■ :,j jjsvd companies offer trips 
■ ■ gt&oad to bear international 
tenors and sopranos in con - 
i fat Advertisers promote 
-products on television to the 
^ music of Mozart and Bach. 

■ Italy's Luciano Pavarotti is 
T'Oe star of what has been 

■ dubbed “popera" since Brit- 
>.'eh. television chose his 
r rendering of the aria Nessun 
'■ 'Dorrna from Puccini’s opera 
-.‘Turaodot as its theme tune 
•'for the 1990 soccer World 

‘Cop- . , . 

“Pavarotti has become a 
I fond of national her o in Bri- 
, ; tain. Football fans now sing 
Nessun Donna on the ter- 


races," said Terri Robson, 
director of Decca Records in 
Britain. 

Essential Pavarotti , a col- 
lection of opera arias and 
Italian folk songs, was the 
first classical music recording 
fo reach the top of the pop 
charts in the summer of 1990 
and has sold more than one 
million copies. 

New Zealand soprano Kiri 
Te Kanawa opened last 
year's rugby World Cup sing- 
ing to Holst's Jupiter Suite 
and appeared on Britain 's top 
teenage music show when the 
record became a bestseller. 

Decca has exploited the 
growing interest with a 
Mozart compilation and a 
selection of opera highlights , 
both of which have sold well. 

i Pavarotti’s film of 
Rigoletto is being promoted 
with the line “ You've heard 
bis Nessun Dorm a, now bear 
his La Donna E Mobile" in a 
poly more in tune with 
marketing a new rock album. 

“There is definitely a new 


audience for opera," Mr. 
Robson said. *7 think youn- 
ger people may be tiring of 
pop music and in a time of 
recession maybe want to 
spend their money on some- 
thing more permanent. Clas- 
sical music lasts for ever. ” 

Britain's prestigious Royal 
Opera House put the seal of 
approval on “Popera" when 
it moved our of its ebande- 
liered Covent Garden home 
and into a 7 ^OO-seat arena 
next to Wembley Soccer Sta- 
dium for a 10-day staging of 
Tuiandot last month. 

In a deliberately populist 
approach, the £2.5 million 
($4.4 million) production — 
in a venue more accustomed 
to electric guitars than violins 
— was marketed in adverts 
on buses and underground 
trains as featuring “ the 
world's most popular aria . " 

Britain 's biggest-selling 
tabloid the Sun ran a com- 
petition for free tickets and 
issued a guide telling readers 
that Puccini “( pronounced 


poocheeny) was a lad about 
town, a womaniser who en- 
joyed a bottle of wine, yachts 
and motorbikes. " 

Tickets averaging about 
half the cost of a night at 
Covent Garden ensured an 
encouraging 75 per cent 
capacity, promoter Raymond 
Gubbay said. 

‘7 think there is an audi- 
ence waiting to be brought 
into the opera bouse. One of 
the ways you can do this is to 
bring them to productions 
like this as an introduction to 
show them that opera is not 
terrifying or difficult," he 
said. 

“ Also you are getting away 
from the ratified atmosphere 
that you get in an opera 
houses where people are inhi- 
bited when they go through 
the door and see the red 
plush carpets and the black 
ties and the champagne 
Bowing. " 

Mr. Gubbay said he hoped 
to take Turandot to large and 
unconventional venues in 


other British cities and was 
looking at opportunities in 
Europe and the United 
States. 

Big pop concert-style 
screens at Wembley carried 
English subtitles so the audi- 
ence could follow the opera. 

"The message we are 
trying to put out is that you 
don’t really need to know 
anything about it... it's like 
seeing a musical, albeit sung 
in Italian, but with English 
words up there to follow." 
said Mr. Gubbay. 

Champagne was on offer in 
the interval but there was 
strong competition from the 
hamburger bar. 

Many of the people milling 
around the Turandot T-shirt 
and coffee mug stalls were 
wearing trainers and there 
was little taffeta in sight. 

Mr. Gubbay said the clas- 
sical music world was draw- 
ing on the experience of pop 
promoters in merchandising 
and technology. 


“We have learnt a lot from 
j be rock world and we have 
benefited from the technolo- 
gy they have developed in 
terms of lighting and sound, ” 
he said. 

The Royal Opera House, 

facing a deficit of about £3 
million ($5.3 million) for 
1991, saw the show as a rare 
chance to persuade a wider 
audience that opera can be 
good entertainment. 

“ High quality doesn't 
necessarily mean elitism," 
said press officer Helen 
Anderson. “The approach in 
other coun fries fo opera is 
entirely different to the elitist 
attitude in Britain." 

But it is still not known 
how many of those who 
bought recordings and flocked 
to events such as Pavarotti's 
free concert in London's 
Hyde Park last year are now 
crossing the threshold of Co- 
vent Garden or it less expen- 
sive cousin the English 
National Opera (ENO). 
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Graphic sex in new French film has tabloids 




By Andrew Gumbei 

Reuter 


PARIS — The sex scenes in 
Jean-Jacques Annaud’s new 
film L’Amant are so realistic 
that nobody can quite believe 
they were staged. 

“ Did she or didn't she?” 
Was the big question 
splashed across the British 
tabloid the Sun about the star 
of the film. 18-year-old Lon- 
doner Jane March. 

EUe magazine was in no 
doubt after seeing the movie , 
an autobiographical tale of 
erotic awakening in 1920s 
Saigon based on the award- 
winning novel by French 
novelist Marguerite Duras. 

“They were really making 
love." it declared. 

The question of what ex- 
actly March got up to on 


camera with her Hong Kong 
Chinese co-star Tony Leung 
has bad downmarket news- 
paper and magazine editors 
around the world panting 
with excitement since the film 
came out in late January. 

However the fuss has 
amused neither the actors, 
both of whom deny the 
rumours, nor Duras, who is 
so incensed at the adaptation 
of her book that she has 
completely disowned it. 

L'Amant — The Lover — 
tells the story of a 15-year-old 
French girl who escapes from 
her unhappy, impoverished 
family in colonial Vietnam 
into the arms of a rich 
Chinese man 17 years her 
senior. 

While the novel, which 
now France’s prestigious Prix 
Goncourt in 1984. is an inci- 
sive meditation on self- 


discovery and the dash of 
two cultures, the Him pulls 
few intellectual punches. 

From the first moment 
when Leung takes March's 
hand on the back seat of his 
chauffeur-driven Morris 
Leon Bollee convertible and 
puts it between her scantily 
clad legs, it is clear that the 
main focus of interest is to be 
raw sex. 

There is plenty of it — wild 
moans on the floor of a 
bachelor appartment in the 
dingy Chinese quarter of 
Saigon, the delicate caress of 
Leung's hand on March's 
heaving breasts, warmly lit 
shots of the couple making 
love. 

“I wanted to give the im- 
pression that we were hiding 
nothing Annaud, the 48- 
year-old director, told the 
French magazine Le Point. “I 


made the images more and 
more realistic, so that each 
time we were surprised how 
far we would go..." 

It was comments like that 
which started all the 
rumours. 

Leung didn’t help matters 
by telling a Hong Kong news- 
paper: “During shooting, we 
didn’t really act. I tried by 
best to make her fall in love 
with me and I tried my best to 
make myself fall in love with 
her. " 

Leung’s wife was evidently 
not thrilled. "I can’t say that 
she loved watching her hus- 
band making love with 
another girl on screen but she 
knew that it wasn't real." 
Leung said. 

Duras, at 78 the grand 
dame of French literature, is 
furious at what has happened 


to her book. She is no longer 
on speaking rerms with 
Annaud. 

“Where is his soul, where 
is his personality ?" she 
fumed in a rare interview on 
French television, adding: 
“My Chinese lover, the real 
one. was far better looking . " 

This is not the first literar.' 
outing for Annaud. having 
already adapted Umberto 
Eco's best-selling novel The 
Name Of The Rose for the 
screen in 19S6. 

Annaud recounls how Eco 
used to tell him: “As long as 
you don't piss on my book in 
public you can do what you 
like. " It is the kind of author- 
director relationship he now 
dreams of. 

Duras, he said, would 
argue endlessly over details 
— once spending three hours 


insisting that the description 
of a pothole in the screenplay 
should be "muddy" rather 
than "boggy ". 

•*/ couldn't take if any 
more. I kissed her. told her 
you were thoroughly horri- 
ble today', and never went 
back." he said. 

Duras took her revenge by 
publishing her own separate 
screenplay “ L'Amant de /.. 
Chine du Sard" (the Lo\*r 
from North China I. which 
became a bestseller in 
France. 

The controversies appear 
to have done little harm to 
the film's fortunes, though. It 
shot to the top of the French 
box-office list despite mixed 
reviews, superseding even 
Oliver Stone's blockbuster 
JFK which came out the same 
week. 


A star-studded, busy second half 
of the season for Broadway 


1791 — Mozart’s last year 


In 1791, the year of his death, Mozart was 
35 years old. He lived in Vienna, and 
Vienna (the court and the aristocracy) did 
not like him. They would only listen to 
Salieri, the chapel master in receipt of a 
good pension. Wolfgang Amadeus had the 
not very brilliant status of composer of 
die imperial and royal chamber. So he was 
asked to compose dance music and nsathing 
else, as if he were good for nothing but 
producing minuets. At that same period, 
his friend and admirer, Haydn, was famous 
in England. 



Don Giovanni of Mozart prothsacod by 
Foreman at the Utte Opera. 


By Michael Kuchwara 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Forget Nick 
And Nora, the season’s big- 
gest musical flop. and the fact 
that only one new American 
play arrived last fall. 

Broadway will have one of 
its busiest. star-studded 
springs in years with more 
titan two dozen productions 
promised before the Tony 
nomination deadline at the 
end of April. 

Consider just two offer- 
ings: Death And The 
Maiden, a London success by 
Chilean novelist Ariel Dorf- 
m an, and a revival of Tennes- 
see Williams' A Streetcar 
Named Desire. The first stars 
Glenn Close. Gene Hack- 
man and Richard Dreyfuss. 
directed by Mike Nichols. It 
arrives on March 17. 

, The second, opening April 
)2, features Jessica Lange as 
i Blanche Dubois and Alec 
Baldwin as tom t-shirt he- 
Jteui Stanley Kowalski. The 
.director is Gregory Mosher, 
tjrbo used to run the Lincoln 
.Centre Theatre. 

And the parade of stars 
jktesn’t stop there. Alan 
Akk, Ellen Borstyn. Stock- 
^ti.Qmnning, Joan Collins. 
$Weha Easton , Ben Gaz- 
ers, j U( jd Hirsch. Gregory' 
■joes, Raul Julia, Stacy 
■feac b, A1 Pacino , Estelle 
Mesons, Tony Randall and- 
Jim Redgrave also are sche- 
duled for appearances . Even 
Games not usually associated 
*rtb the theatre, such as Rob 
Lowe and Griffin Dunne, will 
brave the critics. 

“This just happens to be a 
.very fruitful spring says 
Michael David, one of the 
producers of a $5.5 million 
revival of Guys And Dolls, 
arriving April 14 at the Mar- 
tin Bed. 

Most producers now like to 


open shows in the spring, 
which is when Tony Award 
nominations are announced. 
But happenstance plays a big 
part, too , in when produc- 
tions finally make it — or .not 
— ro Broadway. 

“/ guess it’s so busy because 
when things are ready, you’d 
just better do it. ” David said. 
“The fact is that when an 
actress is ready, when a direc- 
tor is available, when you’ve 
raised your money and you 
can get the theatre you want, 
you’d better go ahead." 

And they have. 

Most of the upcoming 
plays . many by major play- 
wrights, have readily recog- 
nisable stars. The musicals, 
with the exception of Jelly’s 
Last Jam which stars Gregory 
Hines as Jelly Roll Morton, 
don ’t. 

Lowe has a small role in A 
Little Hotel On The Side, an 
adaptation of a Feydeau farce 
by John Mortimer, the Bri- 
tisher Behind the Rumpoie 
Of Bailey television series. 
The play, starring Tony Ran- 
dall and Lynn Redgrave, has 
a Jan. 26 opening at the 
Beiasco Theatre. It's the 
second play of the season for 
the National Actors Theatre, 
the company founded by 
Randall. 

Dunne stars in Search And 
Destory. Howard Korder s 
dark comedy about the 
American dream. It opens on 
Feb. 26 at Circle In The 
Square. 

Among the better-known 
writers returning to Broad- 
.way are Neil Simon, August 
Wilson, Lanford Wilson , 
Herh Gardner, John Guam 
and Alan Ayckbourn. Even 
Will Shakespeare will be rep- 
resented with Hamlet, no 
less. Stephen Lang plays the 
melancholv Dane. He opens 
on April 2 at the Roundabout 


Theatre Company's new 
home at the Criterion Cen- 
tre. 

Revivals of Noel Coward 
and Henrik Ibsen are also on 
tap. Joan Collins and Simon 
Jones play the battling lovers 
in Private Lives. They start 
the fisticuffs on Feb. 20 for 
what is an eight-week en- 
gagement at the Broadhurst. 
Earle Hyman is the title char- 
acter in The Master Builder ; 
beginning performances in 
March for the National 
Actors Theatre. 

Jake's Women, Simon’s 
latest play, stars Alan Alda as 
a middle-aged writer rumi- 
nating about the women in 
his life. It arrives on March 
24 at, where else . the Neil 
5imon Theatre. 

Lanford Wilson ’ s Red- 
wood Curtain, starring David 
“St. Elsewhere " Morse and 
Debra Monk, concerns an 
Amerasian and her search for 
her American lather. Look 
for it on April 9 at the Neder - 
lander. 

John Guare has come up 
with the most intriguing title 
of the season — Four Ba- 
boons Adoring The Sun. The 
play, according to Guare . is 
"A// about love/' and stars 
Stockard Channing and 
James Naugbton as two 
aicheaologists on a dig in 
Sicily. It begins preview per- 
formances in February with 
an opening scheduled some- 
time in March at Lincoln 
Centre. 

August Wilson’s Two 
Trains Running, set in the 
turbulent 1960s , checks in 
April 13. The latest in Wil- 
son’s plays chronicling black 
experiences in this century, it 
stars Roscoe Lee Browne. 

Conversations with My 
Father, the new play from 
Herb Gardner, arrives on 
March 22, starring Judd 


Hirsch. Alan Ayckbourn's A 
Small Family Business, with 
Brian Murray . comes in a 
month later. 

Shimada, by Australian 
playwright Jill Shearer, 
sounds topical. It concerns 
the Japanese buyout of an 
Australian bicycle company. 
Ben Gazzara. Ellen Burstyn. 
Mako and Estelle Parsons 
star. The play opens on April 
23. • 

Stacy Keach comes to town 
on April 22 in a suspense 
thriller called Solitary Con- 
finement by Rupert Holmes . 
the man behind the musical 
The Mystery Of Edwin 
Drood. 

In the musical categories, 
the emphasis is on revivals. 
Besides Guys And Dolls , 
there will be new productions 
of The Most Happy Fella, 
Frank Loesser's 1956 musical 
bit, and Man Of La Mancha, 
starring Raul Julia and 
Sheena Easton. Fella sings 
out on Feb. 13; La Mancha 
opens on April 24. 

Another “new” Gershwin 
musical, in the vein of My 
One And Only, premieres on 
Feb. 19 at the Shubert. It's 
called Crazy For You , and 
features Gershwin standards 
plus several unknown songs 
by George and Ira. It 
apparently bears only a pas- 
sing resemblance to the 1930 
Gershwin hit Girl Crazy. The 
stars are Harry Groener and 
Jodi Benson, the voice of The 
Little Mermaid. 

The most unusual musical 
of the spring could be Metro, 
arriving on Broadway direct 
from Poland. The plot con- 
cerns a group of performers 
who entertain on the subway, 
and it’s the biggest hit in 
Warsaw. The original cast is 
learning English for their 
Broadway debuts. It opens 
on April 16 at the Minskoff. 


By JeanrMar e Dupuieh 

PARIS — Tn 1790, a new 
emperor had come to the 
Austrian throne. Leopold II 
replaced his brother Joseph 
II. The new monarch, who 
had already been crowned as 
the Holy Roman Emperor of 
the Germanic nation in 
Frankfurt, was to be en- 
throned as king of Bohemia 
in Prague. 

The festivities of the 
coronation naturally called 
for an opera. Salieri was 
asked to write one. As Haydn 
was in England and the direc- 
tor of the Vienna Theatre 
was replacing him beside the 
Hungarian Count Esterhazy. 
the chapel-master Salieri did 
bis duty and momentarily 
took over the theatre. So he 
was too busy. It was then that 
the court remembered 
Mozart. ("1791, Mozart’s last 
year”, by H.C. Robbins 
Landon). 

On Aug. 25, accompanied 
by his wife Constance, 
Mozart set off for Prague, 
putting the three-day journey 
fo good use by working on his 
Titus which he had barely 
begun. In 18 days , the opera, 
including the rehearsales. 
was ready. On Sept . 6, on the 
evening of the coronation , if 
was performed . The 
empress supposedly spoke of 
“German tilth". It was a fai- 
lure. 

■ The disappointed musician 
left the Bohemian capital 
where he bad always been 


given the best reception. The 
Marriage Of Figaro had 
gathered together the en- 
lightened aristocracy, the 
bourgeoisie and the popular 
masses in a burst of enthu- 
siasm. His music could be 
heard “in all the streets and 
all the gardens" and to such 
an extent that the inhabitants 
of Prague bad ordered a new 
opera. This was Don Giovan- 
ni. 

Mozart is sunshine 

Back in Vienna, Mozart 
finished The Magic Flute, on 
which he had already made 
considerable progress before 
his stay in Bohemia. Even in 
Prague, where he was busy 
composing Titus with the 
time limit, he did not forget 
the Flute. Nissen. Const- 
ance's second husband. wrote 
that Mozart, who regularly 
played billiards in a cate in 
order to relax, hummed a 
tune which, shortly after he 
played on the piano. This was 
the quintette of Tamino, 
Papageno and the three 
ladies. 

The person who commis- 
sioned the opera and wrote 
the lyrics was an old friend of 
the musician's. Schikaneder , 
the director of the Freyhaus - 
theater. The first perform- 
ance took place on 30 Sept. 
Amid the whiffs of smoked 
sausage, the working-class 
public triumphantly 
acclaimed the Flute, sym- 
pathising with the jovial 
Papageno , while T amino's in- 


itiatory journey from dark- 
ness to light spoke of wisdom 
to those who would hear it. 

Mozart also composed a 
concerto for clarinette and a 
cantata before surrendering 
his life in his final bequest . 
the Requiem. He had been 
commissioned to write this 
shortly before the corona- 
tion, probably in July. A 
mysterious messenger bad 
asked him for a “Mass for the 
Dead. " It is now known that 
this anonymous person acted 
on behalf of Count Walsegg 
who had just lost his beloved 
wife in the prime of life and, 
being a bit of a musician 
himself, had the habit of 
secretly acquiring musical 
scores and then passing them 
off as his own creations. 

Mozart refumed from Pra- 
gue tired. He had already 
experienced fainting spells 
there and on Nov. 20 he had 
to take to his tied. There was 
talk of poisoning. In spite of 
bis weakened state caused by 


bis illness, he went on com- 
posing. “working like 
Raphael at his Transfigura- 
tion with the constant feeling 
of approaching death". Dies 
Irae. The weather in Vienna 
was apocalyptic. An unheal- 
thy southern warm, humid 
and oppressive wind followed 
on the torrential rain, snow- 
storms and icy squalls. 

“His last gesture was an 
attempt to imirafe rfte kettle- 
drums of his Requiem with 
his mouth", Constance’s 
younger sister. Sophie . re- 
membered. Nissen had 
noted: “ His death drew pub- 
lic attention. People staved 
outside the window of bis 
apartment . waving their 
handkerchiefs. Vomit sud- 
denly spurted from him in the 
shape of a rainbow'. It was 
brown and he was dead”. It 
was 0.55 a.m. on Dec. 5, 1991 
A century later. % the Prague 
composer, Anton Dvorak 
said : “Mozart was sunshine" 
— L’Actualire En France 





Health & Medicine 


Britain’s cradle-to-grave free health care shakeup: a dose of capitalism 


By Karin Davis 
The Associated Press 


LONDON — While Presi- 
dent George Bush offers 
new proposals to provide 
health care for nearly all 
Americans , British politi- 
cians are fighting over ideas 
-to make their comprehensive 
National Health Service 
(NHS) work better. 

With more than 900.000 
people waiting for treatment 
in England alone , health care 
has become a key issue in 
the national election that 


Prime Minister John Major 
must call by summer. 

Ten months ago, the gov- 
ernment injected a dose of 
capitalism into Britain’s 
Socialist-oriented health ser- 
vice , which is funded by taxes 
and provides free treatment 
for poor and rich alike. 

The reforms were inspired 
by American academic Alain 
Enthoven, who proposed a 
competitive market within 
the NHS “to reward doctors 
and hospitals for doing a bet- 
ter job . " 

Essentially, the govern- 


ment is allowing hospitals 
and doctors to have their own 
budgets , and buy services 
from the most efficient pro- 
viders. 

Health Secretary William 
Waldegrave said the reforms 
are improving efficiency and 
cleaning up “an administra- 
tive slum." 

The opposition Labour 
Party, protective of a system 
it created 44 years ago. has 
accused the Conservatives of 
allowing the best and quick- 
est treatment to go to the 
highest bidders, and of chop- 


ping the NHS budget. 

* The NHS is seriously 
underfunded and many hos- 
pitals are in serious financial 
difficulty, and to wipe out the 
deficit they are going to have 
to cut back on patient care," 
Robin Cook , Labour’s 
spokesman for health issues, 
said. 

Labour's charge that the 
govenunenf is “ privatising ’’ 
the health service was the 
centerpiece of its successful 
campaign to win a special 
election last summer in Mon- 
mouth, a Welsh district held 


Cancer drug, insecticide 
found in ‘Indiana banana 9 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 
CHICAGO — A simple, in- 
expensive new test has led to 
the isolation of a powerful 
anti-cancer drug and a safe, 
natural pesticide from the 
paw paw tree, sometimes cal- 
led the “ Indiana banana , " a 
researcher said. 

The cancer drug, which has 
so far been tested only in 
animals , is 1 million times as 
potent as the widely used 
cancer drug Adriamycin. said 
Jerry L. McLaughlin of Pur- 
due University. 

The National Cancer Insti- 
tute has expressed interest in 
the drug and has begun its 
own tests. Dr. McLaughlin 
said at the annual meeting of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 

The pesticide, a chemical 
cousin of the anti-cancer 
drug, could be used by green- 
houses and truck farms and 
could be worth as much as 
$500 million a year , Dr. 
McLaughlin said. 

The paw paw is a shrub- 
like tree with edible fruit 
shaped like bananas. It grows 
all over the eastern United 
States. The substances Dr. 


McLaughlin identified are 
found throughout the tree, 
but mostly in twigs and small 
branches. 

The key to the discovery of 
the two substances in the paw 
paw tree was a new screening 
test McLaughlin devised to 
rapidly identify potentially 
useful drugs and pesticides in 
plants. 

The test is based on the 
fact that most drugs . giVen in 
high enough doses will kill. 

Dr. McLaughlin exposes 
tiny brine shrimp, raised in a 
laboratory aquarium, to plant 
extracts. If the shrimp die, 
the plants contain drugs. If 
the shrimp live, the plants 
don’t. Dr. McLaughlin said. 

In a second step, 
McLaughlin then takes 
potentially useful plant ex- 
tracts and puts them on plant 
tumors growing in the labora- 
tory. If the tumors die, the 
extracts are further tested for 
potential anti-cancer activity. 

The tests are far cheaper 
and faster than testing drugs 
against human cancer cells or 
in mice . Two other conven- 
tional ways of screening 
plants. Dr. McLaughlin said, 
ft costs less than S10 to test a 


plant compound, he said. 

Equipment to do the test 
costs $22, Dr. McLaughlin 
said , and $30 buys enough 
brine shrimp to last a year. 

Jack Plimmer, a retired 
U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture chemist who spent most 
of his career examining plants 
for drugs, said Dr. McLaugh- 
lin’s method is highly effec- 
tive and particularly useful 
for developing countries. 

“It's one of the best I know 
about," Mr. Plimmer said. 
“The tests we had were 
cumbersome... and it would 
take months to get results . ” 

Dr. McLaughlin said the 
anti-cancer drug from the 
paw paw acts on cancer cells 
in a new way. possibly open- 
ing the door to an entire new 
class of anti-cancer drugs. 

“It pulls the plug on cell 
energy. " he said. “Most can- 
cer drugs don’t work that 
way." Many conventional 
drugs interfere with cell 
growth by attacking the can- 
cer cells' genetic material, he 
said. 

Although the fruit is gener- 
ally considered edible , Dr. 
McLaughlin said he decided 
to test the paw paw because 


of a childhood experience 
with its yellow fruit. “It ate 
four or five when I was a kid 
and threw up. I knew there 
was something biologically 
active in there." 

The screening . method 
helps researchers cope with a 
dizzying number of com- 
pounds in plants, he said. 

Each plant can contain 
hundreds of potentially use- 
ful chemicals. “If you start 
isolating those compounds 
one at a time , you’re going to 
have a lifetime's work on one 
plant," he said. 

Dr. McLaughlin said com- 
mercialisation of the pawpaw 
pesticide faces a tremendous 
obstacle. Testing a new pesti- 
cide for safety — to comply 
with environmental protec- 
tion agency requirements — 
costs some $20 million and 
takes five years, he said. 

Even though the potential 
return is high , companies 
already making protits on 
sales of existing pesticides 
have no incentive to invest 
that much money in a new 
one, he said. 

“We simply cannot get 
manufacturers to consider 
this, " he said. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


MONOCHROME 
By Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
I Rope plait 

39 Roman poet 

87 Saturate 

91 Safari member 

6 Jazs phrase 

40 Smal kangaroo 

69 Toadstools 

92 Large coffee 

ID Dimmish 

43 Bay window 

70 Carry 

containers 

15 Raise — (act 

44 Whitens 

71 Mtaary 

S3 Fraud’s associate 

wrMtyt 

46 Indian royalty 

entertainment org. 

94 Body or grand 

19 Missrssippr R’vw 

47 Cut oft 

74 Survey 

end 

vessel 

49 Poet Whitman 

75 Oscar winner for 

96 Gotten 

SO Fjord oiy 

50 Kmd of ray 

Shetay Winters 

99 Reapiem 

21 Mushroom 

51 MumskuUs 

78 Cashew 

100 Succeed 

22 Motto ot opera 

52 Grgen vegeye 

79 "Slarsky and 

104 Presley nefc 

23 Of a working 

53 wwit commend 

Hutch' co-star 

107 Navy flying 

group 

54 Suddenly 

80 Watered sffc 

ream 

25 Fan. Dommo hit 

57 Cad 

81 — spumante 

1 10 Single entity 

27 G.ve daitn 

58 A Harraon 

82 Redact 

lit Bradcans 

28 SoUnenrisvn s 

59 — Reaper 

83 Bauxite 

1 12 Barbecue 

Archipeugo 

60 Paris 

04 Gene Tiemey rote 

meat 

30 Great caro 

61 Deed 

85 Bends out ol 

113 FoUow 

31 Fme spray 

52 Mohortess 

shape 

114 Turns gotCari 

32 Goo 3l war 

64 Sharp- snouted 

87 Gr. Island 

115 Canines 

33 Type ol guns^hl 

tish 

88 Men's magazine 

1 16 Too baeft 

35 Hoodeo snakes 

65 Fulmar bed 

90 Date soiree 

1 1 7 Brief contest 


DOWN 

1 Consumer snjcv 

2 Breaming sound 

3 — for rhe money 

4 — .1 h«h Out 01 
You 

5 Dewey — 
davjitiuiion 


IB Voice voles 
24 Eiev-noj man 
26 Gemstones 
29 Topaz - author 

33 Alt language 

34 Beethoven s 

fui 


52 Voucher 

54 Curve 

55 Hypnotist's 
result 

56 'JS author 
Emerson — 

6l Comer 


64 Move to the sate 

85 Decrease 

86 Math branch 

87 So** ties 

89 Soothes 

90 Spar* 

9t Cnmson Tide for 


6 Croissants 

35 Crouch vi shame 

63 Vod s companion 

short 

7 5ma1 body tit 

36 Speech. '* 

64 Hvidu doctrinal 

93 Ebon 

land 

37 Neil Simon ptov 

work 

94 Drvrxj guar 

6 Sunshine SL 

30 Soak ru. 

65 Rina 

95 Loamy deposit 

Jppr 

39 Norwegian ruk?i 

66 Needle case 

96 Adjoin 

9 At solved 

40 Room aivrtu'S 

07 — lacio 

97 Backus 

10 Walked iprsuruiy 

41 Hekcocer film 

68 Actress Derm 

. neighbor 

1 1 Throwing 

42 Hayseed 

69 Larisa* — 

98 Wreck 

wajpons 

44 — fou' 

70 Cooking meas 

99 Cnalenge 

12 Cut — inancel 

45 Parnate 

-72 Elegant 

101 GoBiwogg 

13 Golf wo holder 

46 -Friday the t3th 

apartment 

102 Accomplishment 

14 Shaoe nee 

TV star 

73 Aguanc amnal 

103 Dart 

15 Northern negrwor 

48 Soccer great 

?5 Violently . 

105 At the stem 

.18 The Kvnj — 

50 Hamilton a killer 

76 Decants 

106 Tiny 

17 — instant 

5i Actress Dciwos 

77 Grow crops 

108 "Diamond — " 

(immediately) 

OM 

82 PernM 

109 Traffic Sfln 

Diagramless it 

X 17. By Craig Schultz 


ACROSS 

T Bmdmg custom 

22 WW1I agency 

42 Great disaster 

b2 vintage car 

4 Cummerbund 

23 Lamb's ma 

45 Crude condition 

63 Offer 

8 Cash register 

25 College yell 

47 Historical 

66 Expected 

sign 

26 Makes broader 

period 

71 Laud 

1 1 Word Of woe 

29 Revolving pan 

40(=ravroads 

74 Arm bone 

15 Curved molding 

33 Disencumber 

5i Wind instrument 

75 Walking stick 

16 Rubbed out 

34 Propara for 

52 Tithe 

76 Chop roughly 

17 Farm structure 

DuDhcarwn 

S3 Posh 

77 Radar spot 

IBTofloee's rival 

36 Great 1 

55 Make a mistake 

78 Walked 

19 Refreshed 

30 Jacket or collar 

56 Come afterwards 

79 Saw eye to eye 

20 Made maiaBtc 

40 Mineral spring 

58 Showed stAiness 

aOFiU 

sounds 

41 Clan 

60 Gun group: aobr 

Bi Pipe tornt 

DOWN 

1 f-ndura 

12 — Abner 

33 Undergoes 

53 Formal hd 

2 Away from fbo 

13 Wmolike 

chemical change 

61 Heb. month 

tend 

1J Underwamr 

35 Starchy root 

63 Certain 

3 Mamed 

detector 

37 Legal matter 

vehicle 

4 District of London 

21 Utterance of a 

39 — do-well 

64 Seagal land 

or NYC 

kind 

42 Troop unit; ebbr. 

65 Feai 

5 Lab cat 

24 Tfny 

43 Fencing sword 

66 Chicago basebaH 

6 Dried up 

26 Memless 

44 Ger. City 

team 

7 Obey 

persecution 
27 Siar 

46 — in one's 

67 Eanhenwara pot 

B Fictional sleuth 

bonrtel 

68 Entity 

Wolfe 

28 Drmfc slowly 

49 Back talk 

69 Back of the neck 

9 Mineral rocks 

30 Ted or Tina 

50 Mocked 

70 Yoko — 

10 impudent speech 

31 Andy Tayfoi's boy 

54 Color 

72 Fiay 

11 Rises 

32 Guys Irom Duie 

57 Standing up 

73 Field umt 



Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Good poet wrote a merry and witty poem For grateful yoang lady friend. 

2. Live radio and TV vie for good coverage oa election front. 

3. Surly grocery clerk had to smile when new bride was looking for scratch 
to make cake for hobby. 

4. Slip In bathtub or shower will result in pain. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. EC NC BEOP. JUSTOKECJ UYSYNG 
DOUBOL DOUBOL CRY PEST WUDDRUOB 
TUGRL UCU BOKC LRKO N Y L W D 0 L. 

— By Ed Huddleson 

2. CVO TRSZOIC RK IRSPZI Nl CVO VNII KS Y 
XYCCTOIPYWO NP CVO ZYXW. — By Gordon Miller 

3. TUX VWYAZ UZB BUCRDXFS BCY HSYCKDX 

TYSXD YCXHCSJXJ YT VUCKDXFS BCSLZK 
XYCKD UVX CZBFS HSLEDX ADLXF 
WLK DXJ. —By Philip Brennan 

4. POISOVYOH S 1 LVRHQ B A B QI B LQ R W L V V A 

XYYZ-XYYZH XZYFA FYBRFII’H wyyv 
BAHQRP 0 I. — By Rita Sal valo 


t'.'Hr.i win hq nnnniii nrrirj 

nijitn rirmno ftownri nnni.i 
nnndriHnriun n.’.irarcnrmMifiu 
nm ymnrt ur.inrrn nnp-ran 
nr_rvi.ir.in minim nini irt 
nrn nnniift rmnniincm 

nnnnnr.im-inA QrtLtrtnonntnn 

nnnn nrinnn w-inn niu't 

nvin nfmiirj nmnn nnfinn 
nmmi’.in rtiinrtn ~rtu 
nnn~nrir:u(nn nortnnnnnfin 
rtno rinrinn 
nnnnrt rtnnmv Finnan nr. in 
a n rai.inn 'nnnrc nri-tin 
i tnnrtnnumvn nnniinrji'iono 
nnnnrwmu nrwni't Qrm 
, nnnu nnciiifl nrirtnran 
ftruinnn rinvrin nnnn nnn 
unririnrinrinr* nnfi-nnnnnrt 
rnnni:i amnirn nrnr.inti nrinr : 
nnnn ruinnn nonwti nnnr? 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST VWPglC’S PQggtg 



by Tories for 25 years. 

Under the new rules: 

— Hospitals can be run by 
self-governing trusts instead 
of tire Health Department. 

So far 57 of the 2,000 
hospitals have accepted tire 
deal. Some immediately 
announced layoffs and 
budget cuts, including Guy’s, 
a noted South London 
teaching hospital founded in 
1721. 

— District health author- 
ities can get quotes from 
different hospitals and buy 
treatment, ranging from 


emergency surgery to long- 
awaited hip replacements, in- 
stead of simply funding the 
local institution. 

— General practitioners 
get their own budgets from 
the government to buy hos- 
pital services for their pa- 
tients i So far, 1,720 Britain’s 
31^00 general practitioners 
have signed up. 

Under a patient’s charter 
launched by Mr. Major near- 
ly a year ago, the government 
promises that after April 1, 
no patient will have to wait 
longer than two years for an 


operation. But the time be- 
gins to run only after the 
patient has seen a specialist, 
which may mean waiting six 
months or more. 

That’s a big promise with 
916,938 people in England 
alone on the service’s inpa- 
tient waiting list , where 
136,450 of them can expect to 
stay for more than a year. 

Janet Rathbum’s daughter 
Sarah, 10, waited a year for 
open-heart surgery at Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital in 
Liverpool. 

“It was one of the worst 


experiences of my liTci’says ’ 
Mrs. Rathbum. . . v 

As a result of the reforms, \- 
Aldcr Hey is now -offering r 
fast-track heart suigety to 
health districts that agt ee.to- 
pay £7J00 (S12J00) mt top 
of standard fees. . j : . 

Some waiting ltits are* ?. 
shrinking. The nuratfer of J 
people waiting for mote titan 
two years for treatment itg 
by 8,000 or 16 per cent, ft© r ^. 
April to September, the gov- 
ernment said. That-left 
32,810 still waitingmare^an - 

24 months. 




U.S . awed by medical 
advances, lost sight of costs 


By Jacqueline Frank 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Some- 
time in the past thirty years, 
Americans became mesme- 
rised by all the sophisticated 
new medical technology they 
could buy and failed to see 
that their reliable, cheap 
health care system was slip- 
ping away. 

Now they are telling Con- 
gress, President George Bush 
and presidential candidates 
of an political stripes they 
want it back. 

In a poll taken by CBS 
after Mr. Bush’s state of the 
union message Tuesday, 
nearly half, 47 per cent, said 
they would pay higher taxes 
for free health care. 

But health care analysts on 
all sides of the issue said they 
cannot see national health 
insurance coming in the Un- 
ited States in the near future. 

Mr. Bush will make his 
case on Feb. 6 for a health 
reform plan that will continue 
reliance on the private insur- 
ance system. Opposition 
Democrats who control both 
houses of Congress have said., 
they want some type of gov- 
ernment-funded insurance 
plan for those who are unin- 
sured. 

Here are some key facts 
about U.S. medical care: 


— The United States spent 
$738 billion on health care in 
1991 , more per person than 
most other industrial coun- 
tries and a dramatic increase 
from the '$27.1 billion spent 
in 1960. The price tag is 
expected to rise to $817 bil- 
lion this year. 

— An estimated 37 million 
Americans are without health 
insurance to pay for baricor 
catastrophic care and 20 mil- 
lion are underinsured. The 
rest — those not covered by 
programmes for the poor and 
elderly — are worried that a 
loss of coverage and serious 
illness would devastate them 

financiall y. 

Health insurance paid for 
by employers rather than in- 
dividuals evolved after World 
War ff. To get around a 
federal wage freeze, com- 
panies offered it as an inex- 
pensive benefit to woo choice 
management prospects but 
unions quickly caught on and 
soon it was an expected be- 
nefit for all workers. 

“Employers got into it 
when it was not a burden to 
do so, "said Harvey Sloane of 
Health Care For America. 

But it has become a' 
burden. 

Business, labour, consum- 
er groups and the medical 
community all advocate some 
form of change in the com- 
bination public-private 


medical payment system. 

Chrysler Chairman Lee 
Iaccocca said health care 
costs have eroded his com- 


S ’’s ability to compete 
Japanese products, each 


with Japanese products. Each 
new car includes $700 worth 
of health insurance premiums 
for Chrysler employees , he 
says. 

Rising costs of health in- 
surance have become the big- 
gest single source of strife 
between labour anions and 
management Three fourths 
of all strike in 1989 were over 
worker objections to paying a 
larger share (ff insurance pre- 
miums. 

Small businesses are hav- 


ing trouble buying health in- 
surance for employees. It is 


surance for employees. It is 
either too expensive , or the 
industry and workers are 


don in other goods and ser- 
vices. In the ‘ 80s , general a 
inflation cooled but health* 
care costs kept climbing and 
insurance premiums skyrock -• 
eted. 

“The major problem for 
people who have insurance is ? 
the rapidly accelerating cost 
It is rapidly becoming un- - 
affordable for the middle 
class , ” said Ed Rothschild of 
Citizen Action, which sup- 
ports a government-funded 
universal insurance plan. . 

Marilyn Moon of the Pri- 
vate Urban Institute noted 
that improved safety and 
accuracy of diagnoses and 
treatment have led to more 
value for the dollar and more M 
dollars spent. 


industry and workers are 
seen as a “ bad risk" or em- 
ployees have preexisting con- 
ditions that malm them in- 
eligible for coverage - The 
self-employed can rarely 
afford anything but coverage 
against catastrophic illness. 

The National Association 
of Manufacturers, represent- 
ing 13,500 companies, is 
typical of the business groups 
that want change to “offer 
some relief to those currently 
struggling to afford health 
care." 

In the 1970s spending on 
medical care rose rapidly but 
was not out of line with inOa- 


For example , exploratory 
irecrv which was once 


surgery which was once 
needed to diagnose internal 
disorders has been replaced 
by magnetic resonance imag- 
ing and cat scans. 

Hospitals compete for tins 
technology, passing the costs 
along to patients who may 
not need it. Those who are 
• insured are forced to pick up 
the tab for patients who can- 
not pay. 

■■■ “ You don’t have to tip very 
sick to have very high ex- 
penses. We like to have 
answers and doctors are like- 
ly to keep testing until they 
find an answer,” Ms Moon 
said. 


Canadians happy with health 
system despite long waiting lists 


By Deborah Charles 

Reuter 


TORONTO — Canadians 
say their health care system 
may be a bit mismanaged and 
not the mast innovative in the 
world, but it is dependable, 
comprehensive and — best of 
all — free. 

The Canadian system has 
been in the spotlight lately as 
many Americans , facing 
alarming cost bikes and wide- 
spread lack of health insur- 
ance, point to their northern 
neighbour’s plan as a model 
for affordable national cover- 
age. 

When asked to compare 
their national health cover- 
age, which soaks up a large 
percentage of their tax dol- 
lars, to the U.S. system, most 
Canadians minimise their 
grievances and rate theirs su- 
perior. 

They say complaints about 


mismanagement of funds, 
long waiting lists and delays 
to see specialists or have tests 
are secondary to the security 
of knowing they will be taken 
care of if they get sick. 

The best thing about the 
system, Canadians say, is that 
it knows no economic bound- 
aries— the rich and the poor 
are treated alike. 

It is not unusual, for exam- 
ple, to see a homeless person 
on the streets of Toronto with 
a cast on a broken arm or leg. 

In the United States, in 
contrast, an estimated 37 mil- 
lion people have no health 
insurance, public or private. 

“We have a very good sys- 
tem, especially compared 
with the U.S,’’ said Perry 
Cohen, owner of a dotting 
store in downtown Toronto. 
“ Here we have free enter- 
prise with a heart.” 

U 1 used to live in the 
U.S. ," said WUliam Mur- 


dock, a 75-year-old pension- 
er. ’Here it’s much heftier. 
You pay for everything in the 
U.S." 


Every president of Canada 
is covered by the Universal 
Care System, which is run by 
the provinces. Individuals re- 
ceive a plastic health card 
which they show when they 
go for a doctor’s appointment 
or a test. 


- Some critics charge that 
since health coverage is ex- 
tended to all without user 
fees people abuse the system. 
Due to heavy usage, Cana- 
dians may be forced to wait 
up to six weeks to see a 
specialist for a non- 
emergency ailment. 

lt My mother goes to the 
doctor for everything, ” said 
one businessman. “At least 
once a week she’s there.” 
Doctors usually condone 
such practices, noted a physi- 


cian’s daughter, because they 
get paid according to bow 
many patients they see. 
“They’ll see them for one 
minute and still get paid — 
some of them have to." 

A controversial rule was 
recently approved in Ontario 
to put a cap on the amount of 
bills a physician can s ubmi t. 
Near the end of 1991, some 
specialists dosed their doors 
because they had already 
reached the province’s billing 
limit of 400,000 dollars 
($350,000) a year. 

In order to cut down on 
abuses, Quebec bas proposed 
applying a small fee to people 
who abuse emergency room 
services. 

Despite overuse, r*rpula 
spends just under 9 per cer$ 
of its gross national producf 
on caring for the sick, com- 
pared to 12 per cent in the 
United States. i . 


Genetic cause for muscular 
dystrophy identified 


LONDON (R)— A genetic defect 
linked to the most common 
form of the wasting disease 
muscular dystrophy bas been 
identified for we first time, 
an international scientific 
team said. 

There is now no cure for 
the muscle wasting disorder 
but doctors said the discovery 
is the first step towards de- 
veloping medical treatments 
that would target the genetic 
flaw. 

Mytonic dystrophy , an in- 
herited form of the disease 
strikes at least one in every 
7,500 adults worldwide but 


the incidence is probably 
higher because it is bard to 
diagnose in mild cases. 

It usually shows up in 
adulthood and leads to 
spasms and wasted muscles. 
Most victims die m their fif- 
ties or sixties from heart or 
respiratory failure. 

A team of scientists from 
the United States , Canada 
and Britain, hacked by an 
international project to map 
all the human genes, found 
that a segment of the 19th 
human chromosome is larger 
than normal in people with 
myotonic dystrophy. 


Chromosomes are the pro- 
teins that contain the genetic 
blueprint of all living things. 
There are 22 pairs of human 
chromosomes plus two sex- 
determining chromosomes. 

The researchers said the 
larger the segment, the more 
severe the symptoms , and the 
variable nature of the defect 
may explain the vast differ- 
euces in the severity of the 
disease and in the age of the 
victims when it strikes. 

Abnormally large see- 
nents of two other chromo- 
somes have already been 
linked to a form 


retardation and to t 
types of muscle dise&e 
The team spent foot ' 
searching for the defeA 
reported their find fe.i 
papers published in the 
we Science journal 
The scientists still da 
know how the defect Uri 
Jr* Production of myb 
dystrophy genes ba t ffejj 
tfey were sure the (BscL 
vvuld had to the isolate 
those genes. 

f-® nce the genes are# 
oed * drugs or other ' l 
nients can be designed 
0311 target them. 
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Hizbollah , Israel in duel 




(Cflotfnwd from page i) 

ggStty. 

jfrg a Habnllah spokesman 
ogj Israeli hefieoptezs bit an 
civilian target” and no 
L^y paiti es were reported, 

- SJiA^mo Voice of the South 
^•i'on Taesday issued an nlti- 
n to residnts of three vil- 
Kafra, Yater and Oab- 
— to leave by dawn on 
Wednesday to avoid “massive re- 


in Kafra and Yater 
ssday afternoon found 
avmans bad fled. But 


*:* 

•r. M 

.m?#: 

,n a\ 

- »*■. 

“ « ■» 

. ‘‘ij 

J ?• v fSy'ak° s 8 * TO gunmen on the 
* ^-grerts or unusual movement on 
'^ tba^radi frontlines. 

?•* Security sources reported no 
Israeli reinforcements of its 
troops in the security zone on 
_ Wednesday. But they said artil- 
jjjy batteries, tanks and other 
fftmonred vehicles were brought 
in on Tuesday. 

. Only about 100 people re- 

[nailed in Yater, hiding in base- 
tnents and ground floor rooms. 
“We will stay here even if they 
destroy our homes on our 
beads,” said Tahira Saleh, a 
, v * - widow. “We will never leave.” 
' V,‘> yafra resembled a ghost town 
■ as the shelling picked up with 
-~.,v only ambulances on the streets. 
- * Reporters found only about 25 
women and okl men hid in a 


basement shelter in one buflding. 

U.N. peackeepers refused to 
allow people to drive into the 
three villages during the bom- 
bardment and because of spor- 
adic sniping on some roads facing 
the edge of the security zone. 

“Hie situation in these (three) 
villages and the south as a whole 
is very bad,” Gen. Wahlgrcn 
said. 

U.N. deplores 

The Security Council deplored 
on Wednesday the rising cycle of 
violence in southern Lebanon 
and elsewhere in the Middle Facf 
and called on all parties to exer- 
cise maximum rest raint. 

“The council deplores in par- 
ticular the recent killings die 
continued violence which 
threatens to claim additional lives 
and to destabilise the region 
further,” an agreed statement 
read at a brief public council 
meeting said. 

“The members of the council 
call upon all those involved to 
exercise the marimum restraint in 
order to bring such violence to an 
end.” 

The statement stemmed from a 
request by Lebanon for an urgent 
council meeting after an Isr ae li 
helicopter attack last Sunday kil- 
led Sheikh Abbas Musawi. 


Algeria seeks loans 


■* (Continued from page I) 

O * Adrar and in Salah, would open 

•-V-VSOOB. 

“Id a few days we will know 
■ . ... exactly die n um be r of people who 

v an going to remain in the place- 
T ment centres,” he added. 

“ c C The wfawter forecast that “the 
. great majority” of detainees 
■ iM would be freed within three to six 
f “ months” if order is restored and 
. the causes behind this situation 
'are more or less mastered.” 

The authorities imposed the 
state of em er gency after days of 
v street fighting between the secur- 
. ity forces and supporters of the 
Mamie Salvation Front (FIS). At 
least 50 people were killed and 
300 wounded, most of them de- 
monstrates. 

In AhdTHiabi, Algerian Fore- 
st Minmh-r Ijlchtfar Ihr ah i m i 

sad Wednesday that his country 
is seating loans from the' oil-rich 
coaotpci of die Gulf to support 
its economy. 

“Rfe are in need of loans and 
we are ce r t ain that countries of 
this region will give Algeria what- 
ever they can,” Mr. Xbrahimi said 
on arrival in Abu Dhabi. 

The Algerian foreign minister 
a an a tour of the Gulf Coopera- 
— tion Council member states — 
Saadi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and the United 


Arab Emirates. 

He is delivering messages from 
the military-installed Algerian 
leader Mohammad Boudiaf to 
the leaders of these Arab coun- 
tries, as part of a diplomatic 
offensive to muster support after 
the dampdown on the Muslim 
fundamentalists who were on 
their way to rule through the 
polling booths. 

Algeria is member of the 13- 
nation Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, OPEC, 
along with four of the six GCC 
countries. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
Algerian government seeks finan- 
cial assistance to pull out of eco- 
nomic hardship s that are seen to 
be inflaming the political disturb- 
ances. 

Foreigners arrested 

Algerian security forces have 
arrested 11 foreigners, including 
five Sudanese and a British 
national, accused of mastermind- 
ing violence in Algeria’s western 
city of Oran, the Algerian news 
agency APS said on Wednesday. 

Hie foreigners, registered as 
students at Oran umveisity, also 
included two Lebanese, two 
Palestinians and a Moroccan, an 
official source said. 


Iceland angered by Israel 


(Centianed from page 1) 

". Mr. Hinriksson, whose Esto- 
nian j$ Evald MEkson, has 
, denied the allegations, which are 
similar to those made during 
hearings in 1962 in the tben- 
Soviet republic of Estonia. 

Icelandic Foreign Minister Jon 
Baldvin Hannibalsson said in 
comments published in the daily 
Morgunbladid on Wednesday: ‘If 
the Israelis wanted to wreck this 
state visit of the prime minister of 
Iceland they couldn’t have found 
>a better way.” 

ir He said; “In my mind this is' 
.akin to leading a man into a 


trap.” 

Mr. Oddsson told Iceland re- 
porters the issue had cast a sha- 
dow over his visit to Israel, 
already clouded by increased 
military activity on the border 
with Lsbanon. 

“This letter could easily have 
been sent to me or Icelandic 
authorities in some other manner 
than during a state visit,” be said. 

He said the matter would be 
discussed at the first cabinet 
meeting on his return home. 

Mr. Oddsson said he had not 
raised the issue daring talks with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir on Tuesday. 


Palestinians 
arrive today 

(Continued from page 1) 

threatened by arrogant Israeli 
stands which underestimate the 
international public opinion, 
practices terrorism inside (the 
occupied Arab territories) and 
launches aggressions on Arab 
borders, as is the case with Leba- 
non,” Mr. Qaddounri said. 

He said that Arab delegations 
to die next round -of bilateral 
talks will stress the need to halt 
settlement activities in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“Settlement activity should be 
stopped, and that should be the 
point where we start from to test 
Israel’s willingness for peace, as 
well as the American intentions,” 
Mr. Qaddotuni said. ‘'There is a 
Security Council resolution which 
was approved by the European 
Community years ago: Resolu- 
tion No. 465, which caffo not only 
for a halt in settlement activity, 
but also for removing existing 
settlements,” he added. 

Mr. Husseini, said before his 
departure from Amman *h»t hk 
trip was “aimed at consultations 
with U.S. officials on the upcom- 
ing round of peace talks.” 

He refused to elaborate, but a 
senior Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation official based in Amman 
said Mr. Husseini will rfismes 
Israel's arrest of two members of 
the delegation. 

Mr. Husseini told reporters af- 
ter his arrival from the West 
B ank and talks with PLO officials 
Tuesday that a decision on 
Palestinian participation in the 
upcoming round of talks was 
pending PLO approval. 

But hours later, a senior PLO 
official announced from Syria 
that the Palestinian delegation 
would attend the next round of 
peace talks scheduled for Mon- 
day in W ashingt on 


European firms barter to break into new markets 


By Daniel Liefgreen 
Reuter 

MILAN — As the coffers of the 
former communist regimes of 
Eastern Europe run dry, many 
Western companies are looking 
for latter-day business alchemists 
who can turn soft drinks into 
vodka and sugar into petroleum. 

Trade experts say European 
firms are increasingly turning ro 
barter to get business in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet 
Union when there is little hard 
currency to pay for imports. 

“The resurgence of barter 
throughout Europe and the world 
is in part because it is the only 
means of business for developing 
countries that lack hard currency, 
such as those in the Eastern Bloc 
and the former Soviet Union,” 
Moreton Binn, chief executive of 
New York-based Atwood 
Richards Inc said in an interview. 

Atwood Richards is one of the 
largest international trade and 
barter companies. 

“Many Western companies are 
rushing to do (barter) deals, 
mostly in the oil, sugar and met- 
als sectors,” added an executive 
for an - international trading firm 
who asked not to be named. 

He said traditionally U.S. com- 
panies have been the most active 
batterers but German, British, 
French and Italian firms are now 
showing more interest. 

“The (companies) that are 
doing it are nor talking about it 
because they want the competi- 
tive advantage,” Mr. Binn said 
during a recent trip to Italy to 
discuss possible deals. 

The Soviet Union was an old 
hand at this kind of trade. Pepsi- 
Co Inc has bartered with Moscow 
since 1972, trading Pepsi Cola 
syrup for Stolichnaya vodka's 
U.S. distribution rights. 

Gearing up for the new way of 
doing business, Italy’s corporate 
finance group Mediocredito Cen- 


trale has said that it is planning to 
launch a new barter subsidiary. 

It would aim to put together 
deals between Italian companies 
and countries which have liquid- 
ity problems, such as the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS). 

In one recent transaction. Ita- 
lian menswear company 
Ermenegildo Zegna sold ties to a 
barter firm — which resold them 
in the United States, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary — in ex- 
change for “trade credits” to buy 
silk. 

With great fanfare. French 
trade house Sucres et Denrces 
signed a $13 0 million sugar-for-oil 
guaranteed barter deal last year 
with the Soviet Union. 

The shipment of 300,000 ton- 
nes of sugar was due to start in 


November but has been delayed 
by the Soviet Union’s breakup. 

Another S275 million food-for- 
oil deal, signed in November and 
involving French sugar and meat 
shipments, has run into problems 
because banks are hesti rating to 
finance it. 

“The main problem is Russia 
wants agricultural goods very 
quickly* but Russian deliveries (of 
bartered goods) are slow,” one 
Paris-based trade specialist said. 

“There are some (Russian) 
payment problems but nothing 
that can’t be overcome.” 

Despite the financing snags, 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) expects bar- 
ter activity to be brisk. 

“Although banks and other 
sectors agreed to defer payment 
of (loan) principal until the end of 


March 1992 for the ex-Soviet 
Union, barter trade arrange- 
ments are likely to increase in 
importance in the effort to main- 
tain grain imports," the FAO said 
in its latest world food outlook. 

In the early 1980s, the U.S. 


Commerce Department esti- 
mated (hat 30 per cent of all 
world business was conducted 
through some type of barter or 
countertrade. 

Bui not everyone is happy with 
barter as a tool to break into new 
markets. 


The National Music Conservatory 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Cultural Centre 

present 

Le DUO FLUTE et GUITARE de NICE 

In concert 

Monday, February 24, 1 992 at 8: OO p.m 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 

In the programme pieces by Beethoven, 
Debussy and others 

Tickets, for JD 5 each, are available at: 

The Royal Cultural Centro, Tel. EG 1026 
Babiche, Tel. 661322 Philadelphia Hotel, Tel. 663100 
The French Cultural Centre, Tel. 637009 
The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 687620 


••• The British Council 


The National Music 

Conservatory 
Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation 



aSii iv :; - 

Fine Arts Brass Ensemble 
WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 26, 1992 
8: OO p.m. 

CONCERT 

(Variety of Classical, Light and Jazz Music) 
The Royal Cultural Centre 
Tickets from 

The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 661026 
Babiche, Tel. 661322 
The British Council, Tel. 636147/8 
The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 687620 

Tickets JD 7 

Two additional youth concerts: 

* Monday, Feb. 24, YarmouS: University (Admission Free) 

* Tuesday, Feb. 25, University ot Jordan (Tickets JD 1) 


• 
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VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post 

BUTLER - WAfTER IN RESIDENCE 

Basic functions: 

- Waiter functions 

- Cleaning 

- Receiving phone call 

Requirements: 

-Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit" should be valid. 

- Languages: Arabic & English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience In similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

^References, 4 points 

- Certificates. 3 points. 

- Languages. 3 points. 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

506, -dollars USA 

Selection committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, before proceeding 
to a definitive contract. 

Presentation of 
applications: 

Embassy of Spain In Amman. 
P.O.Box 454 

From: 19-02-82 to 03-03-92 
-Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence or identity 
card. 



VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post: 

Cook in residence. 

Basic functions: 

- Daily menu preparation 

- Preparations of official receptions. 

- Kitchen maintenance 

Requirements: 

-Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
“residence permit" should be valid. 

- Languages: Arabic & English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

-References, 4 points 
-Certificates. 3 points 
- Languages. 3 points. 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

745,-dollars USA 

Selection committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, before proceeding 
to a definitive contract. 

Presentation of 
applications: 

Embassy of Spain in Amman. 
P.O.Box 454 

From: 19-02-92 to 03-03-92 

- Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence or Identity 
card. 



VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post: 

Domestic Assistant at embassy. 

Basic functions: 

• Cleaning. 

- Gardening 

Requirements: 

- Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit" should be valid, 

- Languages: Arabic 4 English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

-References. 4 points 

- Certificates, 3 points. 

- Languages. 3 points 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

506, -dollars USA 

Selection committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, before proceeding • 
to a definitive contract 

Presentation of 
applications: 

Embassy of Spain in Amman. 
P.O.Box 454 

From: 19-02-92 to 03-03-92 
-Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

• Photocopy of residence or Identity 
card. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARD! KG. OOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
|_AH0 . » ESERVATIONS- 

-MMN KAWAR&SONS 




CROWN 

INT’L EST. ft 
1 Packing, shipping, s 
H forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door n 
i service § 



4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lois of land arej 

t available for sale. 

>r further details, please 
call 

bdoun Real 
Estate 

frel. 810605, 81060*. 

Fax: 810520, 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
six* 30% larger 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18 c-m 

Shoteisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swe fieri tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


4 


□Oj^jOQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


t=r 


real estate 

«R” 

US 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


D2 

RLAUCO 


mrt 

- Ttefirsi&test 
Chinese Restaurant 
- ta Jofdan 

?sf (tote, Jabal Amman, near 
AMyy&iGiris School 

MimySw itaMi 

OpcnMyl2M-3:30 

p.m. ' 

— Mfctoigfif . 

TeL 63*988 




P-WiacVR«TAUg«NT 


AUTHENTIC* 
CHINESE I 
cuijnejf; 

elceanl 
colorful uimospncre 

:lii.nJ'.T j U piiwtf' 

^i'.nwiu - ul ' 

i now open dwly 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6 : 30 -Midnight X 



& 


& 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open ILM'-Z-Zi *■ mV-U-M duly 

Taka away * * available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

]Tei 661822, Amman] 

Imc Tested /&'' 
Always uved 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12 ffl ■ tSM & 18‘38 - 2330 

. Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


OAitOTEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23B88 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





TeL638212 

Call 

Mahmoud Saudi 
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Alpine skier wins 
Sweden’s first gold 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Swedish Alpine aider Pernilla 
Wiberg won her nation's first 
gold medal of these winter games 
in the women’s giant slalom 
Wednesday, and Germany stayed 
well ahead in the national medal 
standings with a gold in the 
women's 15- kilometre biathlon. 

Wibeig, 21, a postal employee 
when She isn't skiing, ended 12 
days of Swedish frustration at the 
Albertville Olympics by skiing off 
with the giant slalom tide when 
ocher favourites faltered. 

Sweden, one of the winter 
games' traditional powers, had 
managed only two bronze medals 
before the blonde skier won the 


seconds behind Misersky. 

With four days left in the 
games, Germany had a total of 24 
medals, including 10 gold, to lead 
the national standings. 

The United Team of former 
Soviets were second with 18 med- 
als, including seven gold. Austria 
also had 18 medals, but only four 
are gold. Norway was fourth with 
16 medals, indudiiig seven gold. 

On Tuesday, it wasn’t just one 
“bomb.* It was an Italian explo- 
sion that echoed across the peaks 
of the French Alps. 


Anita Wachter of Austria and 
Diana Roffe of the United States 
each won silver medals by dock- 
ing identical times for two runs 
down the sunny coarse at 
Meribel. Because of the tie, no 
bronze was awarded. 

Antje Misersky of Germany 
took the gold medal in the 
women's 15-lrilo metre biathlon 
on the high-altitude, cross coun- 
try course at Les Shisies, with 
only one miss in her target shoot- 
ing. 

Svetlana Pecherskaya of the 
United Team took the silver, 11 2 
seconds behind Misersky, also 
with one miss. Myriam Bedard of 
Canada overcame a two-minute 
penalty to clinch the bronze, 27.8 


And the second partner in the 
power siding, Deborah Compag- 
noni, wasn't buying Alberto “La 
Bomba” Tomba’s suggestion that 
his shattering of an Olympic st » 
jinx merited renaming die winter 
games site “Tombavflle,” 

“He gave me a bit of inspira- 
tion, but 1 did the rest. Frankly, I 
won the race,” Compagnoni, who 
has trained with* Tomba, said 
after outskting French favourite 
Carole Merle for the women's 
super-giant slalom gold medal 
Tuesday. 

Agony replaced ecstasy for 
Compagnoni Wednesday, a leg 
injury ending her season less than 
24 hoars after she swept to gold in 
the super-giant slalom. 

An Italian team spokesman 
said Compagnoni, 21, was almost 
certain to need surgery to repair 
torn ligaments in her left knee 


after she fell near the top of the 
course In the first leg of fire giant 
slalom. 

Compagnoni got up clutching 
her knee, fell again in tears and 
was strefebered down the slope to 
an ambulance that took her to 
hospital in the Olympic village of 
Brides-Les-Bsms. 

The Italian spokesman said 
Compagnoni would be examined 
after her latest injury by the same 
French doctor who had previously 
operated on tom ligaments in her 
right knee. 

Asked whether surgery was 
likely, the spokesman replied: 
“Almost certainly.'' 

Compagnoni would not com- 
pete again this season, he said. 

On a day with only one other 
gold medal to be decided, ex- 
Soviets, French and German 
skims and shooters were leading 
contenders in a 15-kilometre race 
in the new Olympic event of 
women’s biathlon. 

While Tomba was making his- 
tory by winning the men’s giant 
slalom — becoming the first 
Alpine skier ever to win die same 
event in two Olympics — the 
Germans were quietly padding, 
their lead in the overall medals* 


race. 

Olaf Zinke's victory in the 
men’s 1, 000-metre speedskating 
gave the German’s their ninth 
gold of tire games, and 23rd 
medal in alL 


Experts criticise Krabbe dope 
test amid witchhunt allegations 


■BERLIN (R) — Dopipg experts 
Wednesday cited possible irregu- 
larities in a test that led to the 
suspension of world sprint cham- 
pion Katrin Krabbe, amid allega- 
tions of a witchhunt against 
athletes from the former east 
Germany. 

The German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DLV) stuck by its decision 
to ban Krabbe and two fellow, 
east Germans until 1996 but Vice 
President Dse Bechthokl sounded 
a new note of uncertainty. 

“We have regarded our find- 
ings as watertight up to now. But 
who knows what the lawyers wiQ 
find?” Mr. Becfathold was quoted 
by the mass-circulation newspap- 
er Bfld as saying. 

Dutch doping analyst lac Van 
Rossum said the DLV’s finding 
that the three star athletes man- 
ipulated urine samples in Sooth 
Africa last month to outwit rules 
against the use of strength en- 
hancing steroids could be over- 
turned in court. 

“Against all regulations, die 
test results were not individually 
packed. Manipulation (by outsid- 
ers) cannot be ruled out,” Mr. 
Van Rossum, hired by Krabbe 
sponsor Nike to examine test 
specimens in a Cologne labora- 
tory, told bUd. 

The DLV also violated proce- 
dure by failing to obtain a second, 
independent test or consult tile 
athletes before the South African 
results surfaced in the news 
media, Mr. Van Rossum added. 

' Krabbe, 22, and Grit Brener, 
.20 hiterto Germany's top medal 


contenders in the coming Barce- 
lona Olympics, have denied 
wrongdoing and lodged an appeal 
with tiie DLV Legal Comxmssioa. 
If they lose, they will file lawsuits. 

Both argue their urine tests 
were doctored by someone else. 

Krabbe's manager Tuesday 
threatened a six milli on dollar 
lawsuit if she lost lucrative spon- 
sors. The first jumped ship hours 
later when sports nutrition firm 
Isostar cancelled a two-year 
• p ro m ot i onal deal worth hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. 

Reinhard RaubaD, a prominent 
German sports lawyer hired by 
the athletes, forecast their rein- 
statement for the Olympics. 

“The chain of evidence of tins 
allegedly manipulated mine sam- 
ple is so thin we will break 
through it," said Mr. RanbaU. 

“The athletes have filed an 
extraordinary swo rn statement 
denying the charge. IPs definite 
the samples were t amp ered with, 
but the DLV has not proven the 
athletes were involved,” be told 
German television after meeting 
Krabbe. 

Krabbe won gold medals in the 
100 and 200 metres at the 1991 
World Championships in Tokyo. 
Brener took silver in the 400 
metres. The other banned 
athlete, S3ke Moeller, 27, was 
the double world sprint title- 
holder for east Germany in 1987. 

Krabbe and Brener have ac- 
cused the west German-led DLV 
of imposing tougher doping con- 
trols on them than on west Ger- 
man counterparts in resentment 


over the success of athletes 
moulded in the vaunted but 
steriod- tainted sports machine of 
former east Germany, which 
vanished with German unifica- 
tion in 1990. 

Pastor Friedrich Schorlemmer, 
a former east German dissident, 
said the athletes had been broken 
over the DLVs wheel just tike 
many east Germans now being 
denounced as alleged ex-secret 
police informers in a witchhunt 
waged by west Germans. Rev. 
Sdrarlenuner said in an interview 
with the Cologne express: 

- “Is these no doping going on in 
the west (Germany or abroad)? 
Are doping offenders in the west 
just cleverer doping offenders?” 
Rev. Schoriemmer asked. 

The DLV denies preying on 
east Germans in doping controls. 

Krabbe’s ejection jolted world 
athletics like nothing since sprin- 
ter Ben Johnson’s disqualification 
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics for 
using musde-bufldiug steroids. 

Former DLV President 
Eberhard Munzert maintained 
tire east German trio should be 
pardoned for doping, as long as 
they admitted it and repented, 
because they grew up in a system 
where pepping up athletes was 
routine. 

“They were tempted down the 
wrong track in childhood by 
trainers, functionaries and doc- 
tors because that was what the 
state wanted in former east Ger- 
many," Mr. Munzert said in an 
interview with the Neue Rhein- 
Ruhr daily. ' 


Olympic 
chiefs get 
tough on 
weak 


performers 


LA FLAGNE (R) — Bobsleigh 
chiefs plan to tighten qualifying 
rules for the Winter Olympics to 
weed out inexperienced drivers 
The ban on weak competitors 


could also soon stretch to other 
sports in the winter games. Inter- 
national Bobsleigh Federation 
chief Klaus Rotter said Wednes- 
day. 


“The days of just turning up 
and competing are over. It 
doesn't work any more,” Mr. 
Rotter told Reuters. 


“We plan to introduce rules 
before the 1994 Lillehammer 
games only allowing racers to 
compete who have-taken part in 
at least five World Cup races on 
three different tracks in the two 
years before the Olympics.” 

Accidents involving bobs from 
Mexico and Jamaica, two of the 
more exotic entries for this 
week’s four-man competition 
disrupted the third day of training 
Wednesday. 

Javier Pedrodbe was taken to 
hospital with a suspected frac- 
tured shoulder after the Mexican 
bob turned on its fide after losing 
control in the final bend. 'Die 
Jamaican bob also turned over 
although none of the crew was 
hurt. 

Rotter said International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) Presi- 
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch 
had also been upset by an inci- 
dent in Tuesday’s men's giant 
slalom when Lebanese Raymond 
Kayrouz overtook Moroccan 
slowcoach AJ Hassan Mahta. 

“We talked with Samaranch 
about the new rules yesterday, 
Mr. Rotter said. “There is not 
just likely to be a tighting-up ta 
bob but other disciplines tike 
skHng too. It looks tike the end 
for people tike (British ski jum- 
per) Eddie Edwards.” 

Edwards was one of the stars of 
the 1988 Calgary games despite 
a spectacular last in tile 
ski jumping event. 

Before the Albertville games 
began Samaranch said competi- 
tors would have to meet strict 
qualifying standards to gain a 
place at tire 1996 summer games 
in Atlanta. 

“We will adopt a quota for 
each sport,” be said on Feb. 7. 
“We don’t want any athletes 
coming in five laps after the rest. 
That is finished.” 

The accidents followed a spec- 
tacular crash in last weekend’s 
two-man event when the Puerto 
Rico bob overturned high up on 
the course and slid down to the 
finish out of control. 


Driver John Amabile was car- 
ried away on a stretcher but 
escaped without serious injury. 

“The run was well prepared 
and very fast today," British 
coach Horst HocrnJein said. 
“Some of these driven have nev- 
er been so fast. These accidents 
are not good for the image of the 
sport. 
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Chang eliminated at 
U.S. Pro Indoor tennis 


PHILADELPHIA (AP)' — Tun 
Grabb upset third-seeded 
Michael Chang 6*3, 3-6, 6-2 in the 
second round of the $1 milli on 
U.S. Pro Indoor Tennis Tourna- 
ment at the Spectrum. 

With a back-hand passing shot 
down the rideline, Grabb elimin- 
ated Chang, 20, the 1989 winner 
of the French Open and the 
12th-ranked player in the world. 

On Thursday, Grabb will play 


tire winner of Wednesday's COD' 
test between Todd Woodbridge 
of Australia and Malivai 
Washington. 

Earlier Tuesday, Rodolphe 
Gilbert of France upset eighth- 
seeded Richey Reneberg 6-4, 6-2. 

“I have not been pitying so 
wed this year,” said Reneberg, 
who reached the third round of 
tiie Australian Open and is rank- 
ed 30th in the world. 


Lewis intent on regaining 
top spot in long jump 


NEW YORK (AP)— After chas- 
ing the world long , jump record 
for 10 years, finally s urp ass in g it 
— and still not being No. 1 — 
Carl Lewis appears more intent 
on regaining the fop spot. 

Lewis, tbe two-time Olympic 
gold medallist in the long jump, 
never had reached 29 feet (8.84 
metres), no less Bob Beamon’s 
world record distance of 29-2 V4 
(8.90 metres), until accom- 
plishing it three times in the 
World Championships at Tokyo 
last year. One of his jumps was 
29-2 % (8.91 metres), one- 


Tbose variables include bis 
physical and mental condition, 
the weather, the r unway and tiie 
competition. Lewis Is preparing 
fin- all contingencies. 

Most specifically, be plans to 


quarter inch (0.63 centimetres) 
farther t 


than Beamon’s best at the 
1968 Otympks, but it was wind- 
aided, and would not hare counted 
as a world record. 

Meanwhile, Mike Powell gof 
off a mome n tous legal jump of 
294 V4 (8.9S metres), shattering 
Beamon’s 23-year-ofcl world re- 
cord and relegating Lewis to 
second place at the cham- 
pionships — Ms first loss after 
winning 65 consecutive competi- 
tions over 10 years. 

“Mike was more prepared than 
1 was and got tiie big jump,” 
Lewis said Monday from Hous- 
ton. “I jumped as well as I could 
under the conditions. Since then. 
I’ve worked on some thin gs dur- 
ing the offseason. FD be better 
prepared... I think I can jump 30 
feet (9.14 metres)... if tbe condi- 
tions are right. Physically, there is 
no doubt 1 can jump tint far. Of 
course, there are a lot of vari- 


oompete more times this year 
than last. Competing only once 
prior to the World Cham- 
pionships — a half-inch (1.27 
centimetres) victory over Powell 
with iris final jump in the Nation- 
al Championships — was not 
enough. 

“This year, I think I will be 
able to jump farther than last 
year, because TO be better pre- 
pared,” Lewis said. 

This time, he will be more 
competitively fit He already has 
jumped once, winning at 27-10 Vi 
(8.49 metres), at Stockholm, 
Sweden, and will jump again 
indoors at the Mobil Cham- 
pionships on Feb. 28 in New 
York's Madison Square Garden. 

Outdoors, he pirns to jump in 
the Houston invitational and 
possibly one ocher meet before 
the U.S. Olympic trials at New 
Orleans in late June. 

It is uncertain whether Lewis 
will compete in tiie king jump at 
tiie summer games in Barcelona. 
He said he would enter the 100- 
metre and 200-metre dashes and 
the long jump at the trials. If he 
makes the team in all three 
events, be will compete in the 100 
and either the 200 or long jump , 
pins the 400-metre relay. - 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21, 1992 

'By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroU Rtghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You” 
fed much too tied down to finan- 
cial burdens now. It is wire to 
reafiae that they confront one ev- 
ery so often to test one's ability to 
rise above them and look at them 
objectively. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study all aspects of whatever mate- 
rial concerns are now yoms while 
you in the evening can be with all 
persons who are creative that you 
can benefit from. 


TAURUS: (April to May 20) Con- 
sider the various options you have 
where potting into motion your 
personal desires are oooocnicd but 
wait until evening before im- 
plementing *M| 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
intimate aims seem for from you 
and don’t try to force them just yet 
bat make a plan of action to gam 
them at a more propiti o us time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Avoid time persons today 
who cause yoa considerable ex- 
pense or take np too mneb of your 
time so you can’t gain time to gain 
your goals. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What 
ever you have in mind of a worldly 
or public nature should be put on 
the back burner while you pe rform 
chores which just have to be com- 
pleted. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yoa have many new ideas yon 
want to pm into motion bat the 


tone is not; 
antil you have 
mare to your liking. 

LDKA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about what you can do 
to get rid of whatever promiwB you 
have made in a calm and unper- 
ttibed fashion for otherwise you 
can raise a fins. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Keep ahead of the game 
with outside associates by not fall- 
ing into a trap set to get your 
agreement to a coune of action not 
acceptable to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Yoa want to get far 
more done on the job than is 
advisable today so schedule your 
time more wisely and its not diffi- 
cult to accomplirii. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have some recrea- 
tion or en t e r t ainm ent in mmd but 
if it costs more than you can afford 
took around for more inexpensive 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Matters at your residence 
need to be handled in a most 
careful and cooperative "“—nr or 
some friction of an undesirable 
nature could develop. 

PBGES: (February 20 to March 
20) YOU find that co m iw i inira ri iin a 
to or from you can go astray now 
so do nothing that can irk others by 
anything is not wise to be done at 
ths tunc. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HUtSCH 

OI9B1 Trtm IMi Bonricn. me 


SHOW 

Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A 7 4 

T 63 

0 8 2 

* AQ J962 
WEST EAST 

4 J 9 6 2 4 10 85 

085 7 E Q J 10 7 2 

6 A 7 5 3 0 6 4 

*874 * K 3 

SOUTH 

4 K Q 3 

9 A O i 

OKQJ109 

* 10 6 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * 17 2 0 Pass 

3 * Pass 3 NT ' Pare 
Pare Pass 
Opening kad: Eight of V 
Defensive signalling is a key as- 
pect of what is surely tbe moat diffi- 
cult facet of bridge. The thoughtful 
exchange of information between 
defenders enables them to construct 
declarer’s hand and decide how best 
to try to defeat the contract. Howev- 
er, in telling partner wbat you hold, 
you also are passing information to 
declarer. In w game of reasonable 
standard, how much credence 
should be placed in a defender’s 
signal? 

North-South conducted a sensi- 
ble auction to the only makabte 


AND TELL 

game as the cards lay. Had the game 
been played with transparent cards, 
declarer would have had no problem 
coming to nine tricks. What would 
you do? 

West led the suit bid by partner, 
and declarer held up the ace of 
hearts until the third round. West 
discarding tbe seven of diamonds. 
With five fast tricks, there were 
chances of developing the four 
tricks needed in either minor, as 
long as West held either the king of 
clubs or ace of diamonds and declar- 
er picked the suit where East did not 
have an entry. Would you play a 
chib and finesse, or lead tbe king of 
diamonds, and why? 


The answer depends on how well 
you know the- player in the West 
seat If he is a pillar of society who 
would never stoop to deception, be- 
lieve that the seven of diamonds 
shows the ace and go alter that suit. 
When West wins the ace of dia- 
monds and shifts to a'dub. don't 
tempt the fates by taking the club 
finesse. Shoot up with the ace anti 
cash out your nine tricks. 

What if West is the sly sort you 
usually find famgfag around bridge 
dubs? 'Hie nine could be a bluff, or a 
double bluff— an honest card hop- 
ing that you wQ] think it's a bit of 
duplicity. Mentally tore a coin and 
go with the result. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FT21BUAOT M.MKT : 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroB FSghter Fixjnim 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Ooc 
O f the best days tins month as three 
Grand Mopn trines offer you a 
select opportunity to pot into too- 
tion ±=t course of action that 
means so much to yon. Pot aside 
anxieties. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 
oa the lookout for the best means 
by winch co get out from under a 
Bnurbil problem another person 
winch has some uncertain fattens 
connected with it 


they are not yetappotta* Mint, 
realm of yoor afifea. 

UbRA: (September 23 toOttotar 
22) You find that a Sandal 
arrangement with awUfaerpttUBB- 
does not woit to TOW 
benefit now » jfey for tune wUe 
making new plana. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Note*- . 
her 21) You will have to relent a 
Eittfe and be less positiv e yoa ar e 
right in dealing with m 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have a clever s che m ing associ- 
ate who is trying to get yoa to do 

something you instinctively know 
is ooc to your best interests. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider weB how you are going to 
handle whatever treks face you or 
you can get yourself in an unfor- 
tunate position that will be hard to 
get yourself out of. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A difference in viewpoints 
between a friend and an attach- 
ment can lead to a fixed problem 
quickly resolved or given up by 
you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
ricochet today between outside in- 
terests and a desire of you family 
but they wiH work out well if you 
only schedule your time in tel- 


f 


own. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
l y -CTi nh CT 21) Yon have much to 

do erf a regular nature so dm\ 
allow some secr et anxiety that 
arises to take you away from yooc 
r>n^ activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. to 
January 20) You need now to do 
wbat your attachment exp erts of 
you or would like you to do ins tead 
of g*n g off with some outside 
BcqiuiDtancc- 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your home sbaoUbe the 
main centr e of your activities or 
your thoughts today and even 
while outside keep in atied prom- 
ises ftotif. at home. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some in tere sting new 
ideas which you would tike to 


HSCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you would be wire to 
stand firm in completing yow mod 
obligations and squelch that desire 
to go off to some new appeafing 
interests. 


'dt 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 
1 7.-2H 


ztT-z^ 1 



‘Santa never brought me a 
pony...but Cupid brought 
me a s/othi ” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
>0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble three four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ORFID 





1 COTTE 


uz 

□ 



El 

SISCOD 


_U 


N 

IUI 

RJY 


□ 


_Xj 




Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




-Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ELATE PIETY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CHROME SUCKLE 


Answer. What that salt-made man worshipped — 
HIS "MAKER" 


r- 


10 


THE Dally Crossword by^R.^^ 


ACROSS 
1 Stately shade 


9 US airport 

14 Slammer 

15 Bar drinks 

16 Measuring 
device 

17 Lab burner 
16 Center of 

authority 

19 — boy (acolyte) 

20 Board game 

23 Fty 

24 River duck 

25 Sauh — Marie 

27 House pet 

32 Without help 
36 Culture medium 

39 Venfi opera 

40 Orchard 
grower’s 
concern 

43 Affirm with 
confidence ■ 

44 Remove 

45 Has on opmion 

46 Be Inflamed witn 
anger 

48 Children's game 

50 Heb. measure 
53 Certain student 

58 Terpsictaraan 
event 

83 Gr. letter 
64 So me cube s 
85 Brainstorm 

66 Yodeiertf turf; 
var. 

67 Outstanding 


m 

■ 

a 

■ 

E 




m 




10 




23 





* 

a 

a 

41 

*o 




«3 



□ 

«6 




i 

m 

■A 

4 

41 

E 

c 

■ 

■1 

,4 

■ 

■ 

■1 

CJ 

0199 

□ 

Trio 

□ 

unt 

n 

Mas 



8 Nautical word 
7 Undergo 
chemical 


Yesterday's Pnafe Strived: 


O'Raherty 

69 Lay away 

70 Takes a 
mate 

71 Deprived of 


DOWN 




2 Thin strips 

3 Ammo type 
once 

4 Point of 
view 

5 Dog 


8 

Turns" 

9 Revelation 

10 — Hogan 

11 OH man: Gar. 

12 Bring up 

13 Goes astray 

21 Krupp locale 

22 Tidal flow 

28 Facility 

29 Appnuse 

29 IB humor 

30 The same 

31 Maiden 
Partly open 

33 Voteamc output 

34 Ready for 
business, 

35 Certain enforcer 

37 Colloid 

“Encourage 

sbshp"* 



47 Setting 

Rayerf flowers 

51 Furnish with 
funds 

52 River to the 
North sea 

54 Captures 

55 Ink or pa^ 


56 Vast expanse-- , 
STEntergrettefe. 
5B Pithy atiy tagti-t 
59 Giya fort*- 
WDryj.p 
51 Stramndcy 
62 Received eta*, 
matte ■> 
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^Currency 

MuyQtfe 

Ctax. 

12/2/1992 

T chip 
Cfo« 

19/2/ 1992 

Sferfing FtaflNT 

f -7555 

1.7531 

{tefltsebe Marl 

i.6m 

1.6410 




Swiss Franc 

1.4654 

f.-tfa? 

frtsdi Franc 

5.5SS5 

$.6025 ** 

jtpaacse Yen 

127.94 

ics.rs 

jjropcan Cnrrenv Unit 

1.2445 

1.2425 ” 


Date: 


19/2/1992 


Currency 

i MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

H.S. Dollar 

4 . 13 

4.15 

4.25 

4. *3 

Surfing Pound 

10.25 

70.00 

10.00 

10.03 

Deutsche Mari 

9.5 0 

4.50 

4.50 

4.5 1 

Swiss Franc 

7.31 

7.51 

7.31 

7.16 

French Franc 

9.67 

9.n 

9.61 

9.6A 

Japanese Yen 

5.50 

5.16 

4.67 

4.W 

European Currency Unit 

70.40 

10.12 

10.12 

9.93 


InKcteiL h*f rate* hr hbomI> rurrdne I -S. Hollars I .DUS.iKM or equivalent 

Fi e d hi m r Metals Date: 19/2/1992 


Metal 

USD/Or 

JD/Gm 

Metal 

ISD'Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

35 Z.S 

6.60 

Silver 

4.07 

.090 


5 /H^ 


Central Bnh of Jordan Exchange Race Bulletin 

Date: 19 / 2/ 1992 



Currency' 

Bid 

Otter 

VS. Defer 

0.6&W 

0.6630 

Sterling Pound 

1.1922 

1.1462. 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4150 

0.4151 

Swiss Franc 

0.4571 

0.4594 

French Franc 

0.1215 

0.1221 

Japanese Yen'" 

0.5306 

0.5335 

Dutch Guilder 


0.3643 

Swedish Krona 

0.1140 

0.1146 

lutian Lira' 

0.0551 

0.0554 

Bctgiaji Franc 

0.02009 

0.02016 


V HO 

Other Currencies 


Date: 


19/2/1992 


Currency 

Bid 

Otter 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7770 

1.7660 

Lebanese Lira 

0.(7773 

0.0761 


0.7S735 

0.1325 


- 



0.164 7 

0 . 1656 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2020 

0.2150 

Uhnni Ri>al 

1.7430 

1.7520 

L AE Dirham 

0.1647 

0.7550 

Greek Drachma 

0.3565 

0.3690 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4t-25 

1.4660 


ftcr IQS 

CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

17. 2. I99Z Close 

16. 2. 1992 CU.sc 

Ad-Share 

736.97 

m.bb 

Banking Sector 

111.27 

110.6b 

Insurance Sector 

1 36.61 

m.ot, 

Industry Sector 

160.30 

179.67 

Services Sector 

154.39 

154.65 


DmmtKf .«». I'M - inn 





LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


: LONDON (R) — Following arc die buying and selling rates for 
: leading world currencies and gold against the 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One 
■ One 


Sterling 
U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7525/35 

1.1895/1900 

1.6462/72 

1.8510/20 

1.4878/88 

33.85/89 

5.5950/00 

1235/1236 

128.33/43 

5.9720/70 

6.4475/4525 

6.3760/3810 

352.50/353.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Egypt, World Bank agre 



rivatise 


CAIRO (R) — The minister in 
charge of reforming Egypt’s vast, 
inefficient public sector has de- 
fended the government against 
charges of delay and said that a 
list of 25 companies to privatise has 
just been agreed on with the 
World Bank. 

After Obeid, minister for 
cabinet affaire ami administrative 
development, told Reuters in an 
interview that a series of pilot 
privatisations had already begun 
and public assets worth 1.5 mil- 
lion pounds ($455 million) would 
be sold by June. 

PQot privatisations were mostly 
taking place in Egypt’s boom- 
ing tourism business. Two hotels 
have been auctioned and three 
will be formed into a single com- 
pany and floated on the stock 
market for about one billion 
pounds ($300 million). 

The state share in three joint 
venture industrial firms, one in- 
volving Kuwaiti partners and 
another involving Kuwaitis and 
Germans, will be sold off. Re- 
ports on the value of the state 
shares had been received this 
week and negotiations could now 
begin on their sale, Mr. Obeid 
said. 

Land reclaimed by state agri- 
cultural projects is also being sold 
and the projects wound up to gain 
experience of liquidating puasec- 
tor operations. 

Mr. Obeid said the pilot series 


would be followed by privatisa- 
tion of a first batch of 25 public 
sector firms, some wholly state- 
owned and some joint ventures 
with the private sector. 

He said the list had been 
agreed with a World Bank mis- 
sion which left Cairo Sunday and 
he hoped the companies wonld be 
valued and ready for sale by 
June. They included firms in 
manufacturing, trade, construc- 
tion and building materials. 

The World Bank urged Egypt 
last month to speed up its efforts 
to create a free market economy, 
including reform of the public 
sector, while the economy was 
performing better than expected. 

The bank's vice-president for 
the Middle East and North Attica 
Koch-Weser, told a Cairo news 
conference he believed Egypt 
could have acted faster to identify 
the initial list of public sector 
businesses to be sold. 

Egypt has agreed its economic 
reform plans with the World 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), winning agreement 
in principle from rich countries to 
forgive $10 billion of its $40 
billion foreign debt. 

Mr. Obeid vigorously defended 
the pace of the government's 
reforms in the interview late 
Monday. 

“You cannot throw into the 
market all your companies, all 
your portfolio, and say this has to 


be sold within the next year or 
two. This is, as they call it, 
extreme stupidity.” 

He said the government had 
taken time at each stage of re- 
form to involve a wide range of 
private and public sector 
businessmen, bankers, and 
lawyers. 

The government had also orga- 
nised workshops with foreign ex- 
perts to learn from the experience 
of privatisation in Britain, 
France, Italy and Mexico. 

“This is the difference between 
us and eastern Europe. Eastern 
Europe were not knowledgable,” 
Mr. Obeid said. “Privatisation is 
not by slogans. Privatisation is to 
be done the right way.” 

He said the government was 
now trying to raise a fund of $10 
million from donor countries to 
finance work by consultants to 
value the first batch of companies 
for privatisation. 

He added that countries only 
wanted to finance work by their 
own consultants, rather than con- 
tribute to a single fond which 
Egypt could spend as it wished. 
But he said he hoped an agree- 
ment could be reached this 
month. 

The Egyptian government is 
expected to name new managers 
this week to supervise the reform 
or privatisation of hundreds of 
companies in the public sector, 
the director of the Public Enter- 


prise Office (PEO) has said. 

Businessmen and diplomats say 
the appointments would show 
real progress in a crucial area of 
economic reform delayed by 
practical problems and resistance 
from vesied interests. 

PEO Director Fuad Abdul 
Wahab said in another inteview 
he expected Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki to sign a decree this week 
naming the members of the 
general assemblies of 27 holding 
companies being set up to run the 
pubUc sector. 

The PEO is the government 
body directing public sector re- 
form. 

Mr. Abdul Wahab said Mr. 
Sedki himself, as minsiter in 
charge of the public sector, would 
chair all the general assemblies. 
Members would include business- 
men from public and private sec- 
tors, lawyers, bankers, technical 
experts, and union representa- 
tives. 

Between them, the holding 
companies would be responsible 
for 324 businesses wholly owned 
by the state and 33 companies in 
which the state has a majority 
share, he said. 

Each holding company will run 
a portfolio of businesses and have 
to deride whether to reorganise, 
privatise, or close them. 

The aim of the restructuring is 
to give the public sector new 
managers, many from private 


business, and to distance public 
sector firms from the govern- 
ment. 

“The final goal is privatisation 
but we are not going to do it in 
one day." Mr. Abdul Wahab 
said. 

The public sector, the legacy of 
four decades of socialist econo- 
mics since an army-ied revolution 
in 1952, accounts for more than 
half of Egypt's gross domestic 

product. 

Businessmen and diplomats say 
networks of patronage built up 
over a generation between 
bureaucracy and the public sector 
have delayed the government's 
attempts at reform. The World 
Bank urged it last month to speed 
up. 

Mr. Abdul Wahab said the 
PEO would submit a full plan for 
public sector reform to the prime 
minister and the bank by March 
15. 

He said the PEO was drawing 
up a list of the first batch of public 
sector firms which it would re- 
commend to the holding com- 
panies for privatisation. 

Selection criteria were that 
firms should be as profitable as 
possible not be over-staffed be 
small or medium sized and not be 
“strategic.” This was likely to 
mean businesses in tourism, re- 
tailing, agriculture and possibly 
transport. 


A Western economist said the 
World Bank had pressed the gov- 
ernment to list 12 of the most 
successful public sector com- 
panies which could be privatised 
quickly to inspire confdence in 
private investors. 

Local and foreign businessmen 
sav the biggest obstacle to priva- 
tisation is a deeply-rooted suspi- 
cion of government daring back 
to sweeping nationalisation after 
the 1052 revolution. 

Mr. Abdul Wahab said his ini- 
tial privatisation list would not 
include any joint ventures, firms 
in v.liich the st_te doe.- not have a 
majority stake. 

Several big foreign companies 
have set. up joint ventures in 
order to operate in Egypt and 
some are eager to buy out their 
state-owned partners. The 
businesses include luxury hotels 
and manufacture of goods from 
drugs to ceramic dies. 

Mr. Abdul Wahab said the 
government had announced it 
wanted to sell the state's share in 
joint ventures. But specific prop- 
osals would have to be made by 
the boards of directors and gener- 
al assemblies of the public sector 
companies involved. 

He said the government hod 
advertised for consultants, local 
and foreign, to help in evaluating 
public sector companies and re- 
commending what to do with 
them. 


Islamic bank to set up 
investment guarantee firm 


CAIRO (R) — The Islamic De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) has de- 
cided to set up a firm to guaran- 
tee investments and export cre- 
dits to boost trade among Muslim 
states. Egyptian Finance Minister 
Mohammad A1 Razaz said 
Wednesday. 

The decision to form the new 
firm comprising all 44 members 
of the bank was taken during a 
meeting of the IDB's board of 
governors, which opened in Tri- 
poli Tuesday, Mr. Razaz told 
reporters on his return from the 


meeting. 

“This institution will {day a 
leading role in encouraging ex- 
ports and ensuring their move- 
ment from one country to 
another,” said Mr. Razaz, who 
represented Egypt at the meet- 
ing. 

“It will deepen trade exchanges 
among member states and en- 
courage investments,” he pointed 
out. 

Beneficiaries would include in- 
dividual private exporters from 
member states, Mr. Razaz said. 


The governors agreed to raise 
the IDB's capital, he said. Details 
would be woriced ont at a meeting 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in May. 

The Saudi English-language 
Arab News said in January the 
bank’s capital was expected to 
be raised from $2 to $6 billion. 

Mr. Razaz said he discussed 
possible contributions worth S20 
million by the IDB in projects in 
Egypt. He gave no details. 

The IDB has extended finances 
exceeding $11 billion since it be- 
gan operations in 1976. 


Russian sugar processing has virtually stopped 


MOSCOW (R) — Virtually all 
Russia’s sugar processing plants 
have ground to a halt because of a 
lack of raw sugar, ITAR-TASS 
news agency has said. 

Vasily Severin, had of the Rus- 
sian agriculture ministry's sugar- 
processing department, told the 
agency that shortages of raw 
sugar had left only four of the 
country's 95 plants still in opera- 
tion. 

Deliveries of sugar beet were 
eight million tonnes short last 
year, Mr. Severin said, which 
meant the plants only produced 
four milli on tonnes of sugar in- 
stead of the planned 7.5 million 


tonnes. 

“The hope now lies with im- 
ported raw sugar, which should 
start arriving at the end of Febru- 
ary,” he told the agency. 

He said Russia had bought 
supplies from Cuba and France 
and added that Ukraine had 
promised to supply two million 
tonnes of sugar in the second half 
of the year. 

Radio Moscow said that Cuba 
had began deliveries of raw sugar 
in exchange for crude oil. It said 
Cuba would deliver 500,000 ton- 
nes of sugar, paid for with 
900,000 tonnes of crude oil, by 
the end of April. 


The Russian government said 
last month it planned to sell 1.5 
million tonnes of oil, 400,000 
tonnes of diesel and 300,000 ton- 
nes of heating oil in January and 
February to pay for one million 
tonnes of raw sugar. 


Mf a million more eastern 
Germans seen losing jobs In 9 92 


BERLIN (R) — Another 500,000 
east Germans will join the jobless 
lines this year as old communist 
industries shed workers to survive 
in a market economy, the associa- 
tion for the unemployed said 
Tuesday. 

"We still haven't got through 
the worst,” said Klaus Grehn, 
president of the East German 
Association, which lobbies gov- 
ernment in the interests of the 
jobless. 

Eastern Germany's unemploy- 
ment rate rose to 17 per cent in 
January, 1.34 million workers, 
from 11.8 per cent in December. 

But Mr. Grehn said the official 
statistics hid the real extent of 
joblessness because of early re- 
tirement, job creation and re- 
training schemes. 

His comments contrasted 
starkly with forecasts made by the 
government and its Treuhand pri- 
vatisation agency, which has said 
that the eastern labour market is 
on die path to recovery. 


Mr. Grehn said nearly half the 
east Germans were affected by 
joblessness or under- 
employment. a level not seen 
since the Weimar republic, which 
later yielded to Nazi dictatorship. 

He told a news conference that 
east German industry would dis- 
miss around 200.000 people this 
year and another 400,000 would 
start looking for work after the 
expiry of retraining and work 
creation schemes. 

High unemployment would dis- 
appear only if government, 
businesses and unions launched a 
joint campaign to encourage 
more investment and rescue key 
east German industries, he 
added. 

Meanwhile, Germany’s with- 
drawal as host to a United Na- 
tions conference shows that Bonn 
is at its financial limits after help- 


ing the former Soviet Bloc, a 
government spokesman has said. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
spokesman said Bonn had backed 
off from hosting the 1993 U.N. 
Human Rights Conference in 
Berlin after deciding that it could 
not afford an estimated cost of 
100 million marks (nearly $62 
million). 

"We also wanted to make clear 
... that we have reached a certain 
upper limit of our financial abil- 
ity'. That applies too to an amount 
like 100 million marks,” spokes- 
man Dieter Vogel said. 

“It may be a good thing that 
the world sees that Germany is 
not in a position to play along in 
all financial matters,'* he added. 

“This is a conference that goes 
beyond our financial possibilities, 
because of familiar burdens to the 
German budget.” Mr. Vogel told 
reporters. 


Direct-dial calls suspended 
amid overcharging claims 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
Telecom Australia said Monday 
it has baited direct-dial calls to 
Iraq after an investigation into 
claims of operator interference 
and overcharging. 

A spokesman for tbe 
government-owned monolopy 
said telecom had notified leading 
American carriers AT-and-T and 
MCI after finding operators in 
Iraq were intercepting direct-dial 
ratlfe to tbe country, then includ- 
ing in the bills the time spent 
locating the second parties. 

“It's not just an Australian 
problem.” spokesman Paul Rea 
said. "It seems to be affecting all 
others calling to Iraq, too.” 


Telecom last Friday notified 
Iraq of the problem and said it 
would end the direct-dial service 
until tbe charging method was 
changed. The costlier operator- 
connected services to Iraq remain 
available. 

Iraq has offered no explana- 
tion, leaving it unclear whether 
the charging method stems from 
problems caused by damage to its 
telephone system daring the Gulf 
war, monitoring of direct calls or 
an attempt to generate extra in- 
come. 

Telecom clients alerted offi- 
cials to the overcharging after 
receiving their bills, which de- 
tailed the length of international 
long-distance calls. 
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Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Slows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 
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Sylvester Stallone... in 

ROCKY V 

Shows: 1130, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, I0J0 . 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 

and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

SPIDER MAN 
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Nabtl Al Mashini Theatre _ 


Today and everyday 
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Continues its shows 
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FURNISHED AFAKTOHEKHT BN 

SHME1SAN1 FOR RENT 

Modem, three bedrooms in excellent and clean shape. New paint, new 
wall-to-wall carpet, excellent finishing Located close to shopping and 
office areas west of the Professional Associations Complex. The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with full services: heat, running water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone. Other specifications include larqo 
living-dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 662862 


-REQUIRED 


SECRETARY / SALES ASSISTANT 

A publishing house is seeking to employ a secretary/sales 
assistant capable of handling a varied and interesting job. 
Applicants should be fluent m English and have a good 
knowledge of computer operations 

Please write to P.O.Box 9446 Amman, 
or Fax No. 686751 


A SWagnifScerot VIEBa 

For Rene 

“State of the Art” 600 square metres of luxury near the 
American Embassy Abdoun. Exquisite architectural de- 
tails. 

Shown by appointment only. 

For more information please cell: 629841 


A Furnished SestfiE-MHa For Rent 

Separate entrances. 3 bedrooms, spacious salon, dining room, 
kitchen and living room. 3 bathrooms, garage. Deluxe furniture, 
special: Telephone, water, electricity and central heating. 
Location: Umm Uthaina Al Janobi - opposite Al Hussein Housing 
district. 

Tel. 658141 In the morning Cl 5819 In the evening. 


WAHTBD 

A GUITAR INSTRUCTOR 

A guitar instructor with teaching knowledge in 
Blues Music. 

Tel.: 644996 8:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. aand from 
4:00 p.m.- 7 : 0 G 



Small brown and white dog (King Charles 
Spaniel) lost in Um-Utheina area since Tuesday, 
Feb. 18 at approx. 2:00 p.m. Wears a red collar. 

If found please caSf te!. 814667 
A reward vviEi be offered. 
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Boutique B " 

Jordan Supermarket Company/Shmefsani 

announces its big sale on all 
German-made 
women's winter clothes 
Discount ranging between ^ 

30% and 


4 


You are most welcome 
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Tefi: 




We are open between 


9 am - 2 pun. and from 4 - 8 p.m. 


Undt'i Ilie Ptitiopoa*' ot 

H.R.H. Princess Basma 
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Prof. 

Friedrich Wilhelm Schnurr 
Piano Concert 


23 id fVbiuiiry . 1992 . 8 p.m. Royal Cultural Centre 

l rv I'm Wi ; .1 1» a. uv r.CC IH k Cblflt| 

•ruj I" Mul lrl 

J.Hial Am man Firas Bookshop 

ShmprMm AMsljMul Library 

S<*w>'w(ph AHaiklai Library 
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A The Jordanian Save The Children Fund 
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Korea urges North 
to end nuclear pursuit 


N.& S. KOREA 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo gave 
warning Wednesday that rela- 
te 03 between the two Koreas could 
worsen if North Korea failed to 
stop its suspected pursuit of nuc- 
lear arms. 

“Once again, I urge North 
Korea to clear itself of suspicions 
and misgivings about its develop- 
ment of nuclear weapons by 
promptly fulfilling its domestic 
and international obligations 
under the pertinent treaties and* 
agreements.'' Mr. Rob said in a 
nationally televised speech. 

“North Korea's failure to take 
the necessary steps would result 
in a deterioration of inter-Korean 
relations and invite strong critic- 
ism from the international com- 
munity,” he said. 

Mr. Rob’s warning came hours 
after the prime ministers of the 
two Koreas met in the North 
Korean capital Pyongyang to 
proclaim a new era of peaceful 
co-existence. 

Seoul officials suspect the 
North is stalling on allowing in- 
spection of its nuclear facilities 
despite the prospect of improved 
relations with South Korea and 
economic aid desperately needed 
by Pyongyang’s failing economy. 


South Korean Prime Minister 
Chung Won-Shik and his North 
Korean counterpart Yon Hyong- 
Muk exchanged ratifications 
Wednesday of the non-aggression 
and non-nuclear pacts agreed in 
December. 

The documents were ex- 
changed across a table in a live 
televised ceremony — the first 
ever transmitted between tbe 
Koreas. 

Tbe exchange put into effect 
the accords which provide a basis 
for further reconciliation and tbe 
elimination of nuclear arms on 
the divided peninsula where 1.S 
million troops confront each 
other across die heavily fortified 
border. 

“Tbe North and South which 
had lived like aliens on both sides 
of tbe wall of division confirmed 
today that they are not aliens but 
the same nation and one Korea 
and promised each other to head 
for reunification together,” Mr. 
Yon said in a speech. 

Late on Wednesday afternoon 
in Pyongyang, two delegates from 
each side met behind closed 
doors to discuss the nuclear issue, 
a South Korean pool report said. 

Seoul hopes North and South 


will agree on the timing and other 
details of nuclear inspections dur- 
ing die current round of premiers' 
talks which will end Friday. 

The two Koreas, bitter enemies 
since the 1950-53 Korean War, 
reached a six-article draft agree- 
ment on New Year’s eve, which 
bans both from testing, produc- 
ing, receiving, processing, de- 
ploying or using nuclear arms on 
the peninsula. 

One article stipulates that a 
joint North-South Nuclear Con- 
trol Committee to oversee the 
implementation of the nuclear 
accord should be formed within 
one month after it goes into 
effect. 

The two Koreas are subject to 
bilateral inspections of suspected 
□uclear facilities in North and 
South under the accord. 

‘The most important issue is 
the adoption of an agreement to 
form and operate the joint Nuclear 
Control Committee.” South Ko- 
rean spokesman Lee Doug-Bok 
told a news conference in Pyon- 
gyang. 

“The agreement on the com- 
mittee should be signed before 
we leave Pyongyang at the 
latest,” Mr. Lee was quoted as 
saying. 



The North last month signed 
the long-awaited safeguards 
accord with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (AEA) 
but left it doubtful whether in- 
spectors would gain access to the 
ap p ro priate installations any time 
soon. 

South Korean reporters in 
Pyongyang filed a series of 
gloomy reports saying the North 
was likely to resort to delaying 
tactics. 

The reporters noted that North 
Korea has now insisted that tbe 
nuclear inspection agreements 
with the IAEA most be ratified 
by Pyongyang’s rubberstamp 
Supreme People’s Congress 
which wiU not meet before early 
April. 


Miyazawa endures another 
parliamentary pounding 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Knchj Miyazawa, his 14-year-old 
administration already reeling, 
endured another parliamentary 
pounding Wednesday over what 
is shaping up as Japan’s biggest 
post-war scandal. 

Shizuo Wada of the main 
opposition Socialist Party called 
on parliament to summon two 
businessmen to tesrfiy about the 
scandal, which Japanese media 
suggest may involve political 
bribery on a massive sole. 

Mr. Wada named the two 
businessmen as Kiyoshi Sagawa, 
chairman of the Sagawa Kyubin 
Group, and Seisho Minatogawa, 
president of its affiliate, Tokyo 
Sagawa Kyubin. 

Mr. Wada’s demands came as 
parliament reconvened after a 
two-week opposition boycott. 
The action bad threatened to 
delay passage of the fiscal 1992 
budget beyond the April 1 dead- 
line and further weaken the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Wada also demanded that 
the former Political Secretary of 
Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, leader of one 
of the five main factions of tbe 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), also appear before the 
house. 

Mr. Wada said Sagawa Kyubin 
was suspected of paying Mr. Mit- 
suzuka and his former secretary, 
Kenji Ito, a total of eight million 
yen ($64,000) in consultancy fees. 

Local media say tbe Sagawa 
headquarters and its Tokyo affili- 
ate may have paid tbe monthly 
salaries of at least 200 political 
secretaries working for LDP 
legislators. 

If tbe allegations are correct, 
these payments, ranging from 


200.000 yen ($1,600) to 300.000 
yen ($2,400) per month per 
secretary, would violate laws on 
political funding. 

Rumours have circulated for 
weeks that Sagawa Kyubin, and 
particularly its aggressive Tokyo 
affiliate, lavishly wooed top 
politicians to ensure cooperation 
as it grew into Japan’s number 
two parcel delivery network in 
just 10 years. 

The first bard evidence of links 
between Sagawa and the LDP 
emerged Tuesday following 
admissions by two influential 
legislators — Fumio Kyuma, 
chairman of the lower house 
Transport Committee, and 
Keisuki Nakanishi, head of the 
lower house Steering Committee. 

Mr. Kyuma said on television 
that last May be joined the board 
of directors of Kyushu Daiei 
Unyu Kogyo, a company that 
handles parcel deliveries for 
Sagawa in tbe Kyushu region. 

Mr. Nakamshi's office said that 
Tokyo Sagawa Kyubin bought 30 
million yen ($240,000) worth of 
tickets for one of his fund-raising 
parties in 198? but said that was 
the extent of links to the trucking 
group. 

Tokyo Sagawa Kyubin is at the 
centre of an investigation by pro- 
secutors, who last week arrested 
two of its former executives for 
arranging dubious loans to smal- 
ler companies — some possibly 
linked to a gangster syndicate. 

In return for the loans, the 
smaller companies gave the ex- 
ecutives kickbacks that were then 
used to create a huge secret slush 
fund, much of it directed to ruling 
and opposition party politicians, 
media reports said. 


Collapse of CIS ‘would 
smash Russia’s reform’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
man in charge of saving Russia's 
economy issued a warning 
Wednesday that his reforms 
could be blown sky high if the 
fragile Commonwealth of 11 for- 
mer Soviet republics broke up. 

“Russia's relations with other 
members of tbe CIS wony me 
today immeasurably more than its 
relations with die whole of the 
rest of the world,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar told the 
weekly Litcraturnaya Gazeta. 

He added: “Tbe collapse of tbe 
CIS could act as a landmine that 
would blow up all of our re- 
forms.” 

Mr. Gaidar’s remarks under- 
lined the vital interests at stake 
for Russia and 10 other former 
republics which killed off the 
Soviet Union last December and 
are struggling to resolve their 
differences within a new Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS). 

Military and economic ten- 
sions, particularly between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine, have dogged the 
Commonwealth since birth and 
thrown its long-term survival into 
question. 

A top aide to Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin said Tuesday 
that a break-up of tbe CIS could 
lead to a military coup — the 
latest in a string of warnings that 
conservatives, ex-Communists or 
extreme right wingers could make 
a bid for power. 

Popular discontent has grown 
since Russia, Ukraine and most 
other CIS states freed prices last 
month, sending the cost of basic 
goods soaring by up to 30 times 
while improving supplies only 
slightly. 


Within Russia, Mr. Gaidar said 
official corruption was the biggest 
single threat to his reforms, 
aimed at building a free market, 
ending chronic shortages and 
taming hyperinflation. 

There was no doubt tbe “de- 
cency” of the government itself, 
but lower-tevd officials were de- 
moralised and too many were out 
to “make a fast buck while they 
have the chance.” 

Russian officials have acknow- 
ledged at least some Western 
food aid to tbe former Soviet 
Union is being sipboned off to the 
Made market or falling into the 
hands of corrupt local authorities. 
They deny large sums are going 
missing;. 

Meanwhile tbe Common- 
wealth's military commander pre- 
dicted Tuesday that tbe former 
Soviet Aimed Forces gradually 
will split into separate national 
armies and expressed hope that 
the breakup will be “civilised.” 
In a wide-ranging news confer- 
ence, Marshal Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov also sought to cool a dis- 
pute between Russia and Ukraine 
over control of air force jets 
based in Ukraine. 

He said six pilots who defected 
to Russia with their SU-24 fight- 
er-bombers last week would not 
be forced to return to Ukraine, 
but that negotiations would be 
held on the fate of the planes. 

The two most populous and 
powerful formeT Soviet republics 
also have been wrangling for pos- 
session of the Black Sea Fleet. 
Their disagreements have 
strained the unity of the CIS and 
contributed to a split at a summit 
meeting of Commonwealth lead- 
ers last week. 


Punjab 
votes for 
new state 
government 

AMRITSAR, India (R) — 
Almost a third of Punjab’s voters 
defied militant intimidation and 
voted Wednesday to elect a new 
state government that would end 
five years of Indian government 
rule. 

“Considering tbe number of 
parties boycotting the elections, 
it’s a fair turnout,” said deputy 
drief election officer K.K. Bansal 
in Chandigarh, the Punjab capit- 
aL Previous turnouts had been 
consistently over 55 per cent. 

Voting was moderate in cities 
and virtually non-existent in the 
countryside despite tbe deploy- 
ment of 500,000 army and para- 
mflitary troops in tbe rich agri- 
cultural state, poll workers and 
officials said. 

Thirty per cent of the 13 mil- 
lion registered voters had cast 
their ballots an hour before poll- 
ing dosed. 

All but one major Sikh party 
boycotted the polls and milit ants 
threatened to cut off the finger, 
inked to prevent multiple voting, 
of anyone who voted. 

Polling was conducted under 
tbe scrutiny of heavily-armed 
security men and it was a edm 
day by tbe standards of Punjab 
where 20 or more people are 
often killed each day in the 
decade-old separatist campaign. 

But a bomb planted outside a 
polling station killed one person 
and injured nine in tbe industrial 
dty of Ludhiana and an election 
official was shot and wounded by 
militants on a motorcycle at 
another station. 

More than 12,000 people have 
been killed since Punjab was put 
under direct rule from Delhi in 
1987 — 5.700 last year alone. 

In rural villages, where most of 
Punjab’s population of 23 milli on 
people lives, polling stations were 
deserted, except for tbe dozen 
paramilitary police assigned to 
each. 

It was clear many more people 
would have voted but for the 
threats of militants fighting for an 
independent Sikh homeland they 
call Khalistan, or Land of the 
Pure. 

“They made a bloody big mis- 
take,” said one middle-aged 
woman who manages a Gurd- 
wara, or Sikh temple, where she 
admitted militants often took re- 
fuge. 

“We are wishing, the whole of 
Punjab is wishing, for normal- 
ity,” she said in Pharamkhot, 
near the border with Pakistan. 

By midday, nobody had voted 
in Dharamkbot, a village best 
known as tbe home of Satwant 
Singh, one of the two Sikh body- 
guards who assassinated former 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 
1984 and was executed in 1989. 

The Sikh revolt in Punjab took 
a dramatic turn for the worse 
when Mr. Gandhi sent in tanks to 
root out armed Sikh extremists in 
Amritsar’s Golden Temple in 
1984. 


Bush, rehuffed by New Hampshire, promises to do better 


MANCHESTER, New Hamp- 
shire (Agencies) — President 
Georg? Bush was reeling 
Wednesday from a jolt to his 
hopes of an easy re-election after 
New Hampshire rebelled against 
hit economic record and gave 
right-winger Pat Buchanan a big 
endorsement. 

With 95 per cent of the Repub- 
lican vote counted after Tues- 
day's presidential primary, the 
first of 1992, Mr. Bush won with 
58 per cent against 40 per cent for 
Mr. Buchanan. 

Bat it was a hollow triumph' 
that spelled trouble for months to 
come as Mr. Bush battles an 
emboldened and pugnacious 
challenger whom he branded an 
“attack dog." 

Political analysts said that after 
the Gulf war victory and the end 
of the cold war, Mr. Bush should 
have swept a renomination test 
with at least an 80 per cent vote. 

But hard times that cost 50,000 
jobs in three years and loss of 
homes and business closures in 
New Hampshire made voters re- 
volt. 

They gave a big protest vote to 
Mr. Buchanan, a columnist who 
has never held public office and 
whose only political credentials 
came from working as a White 
House aide to three past Repub- 
lic presidents — Richard Nixon, 
Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan. 

The White House tried to put 
the best face on the results, 
saying the president also heard 
the message that voters here do 
not like his laid-back efforts to 
deal with a severe recession. 

“I think the opponents on both 
sides reaped the harvest of dis- 
content with the pace of New 
Hampshire’s economy,” Mr. 
Bush said in a statement. “I 
understand the message of dis- 
satisfaction.” 

He added: “The message is 


that Americans are concerned 
about the future. I have the right 
answer and I will take my case to 
the voters in the next cight-and a 
half months. The goal of my 
campaign is to win re-election in 
November.” 

The 67-year-old president will 
have tough road ahead against 
Mr. Buchanan, 53, who vowed to 
conduct full-scale political war- 
fare against Mr. Bush in southern 
primaries. 

Mr. Bush has rebounded from 
early defeats before, analysts say. 

But he emerges from New 
Hampshire wounded and humili- 
ated in a way no incumbent presi- 
dent has been since tbe 1968 
primary when then- President 
Lyndon Johnson was shamed out 
of seeking re-election by a simi- 
larly poor showing against chal- 
lenger Eugene McCarthy at the 
height of tbe Vietnam War. 

“Tonight what began as a little 
rebellion has emerged and grown 
into a full-fledged middle- Amer- 
ican revolution,” a dearly de- 
lighted Mr. Buchanan told cheer- 
ing followers — words that must 
have sent a chill through the 
White House. 

The Democratic side of the 
nation's first presidential primary 
was far less dramatic than the 
Republican result. 

Former Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Tsongas, a man frequently 
derided as not having the charis- 
ma to be president, won the 
Democratic primary but with a 
lower margin than expected. 

With 94 per cent of voting 
precincts reporting, official re- 
turns showed Mr. Tsongas with 
34 per cent of the vote. 

Finishing second with 26 per 
cent of the vote — an unex- 
pectedly strong showing — was 
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton. 
His campaign to become presi- 
dent was written off only a week 


ago by controversies over his sex 
life and actions be is said to have 
taken to avoid serving in 
Vietnam. 

“New Hampshire tonight has 
made B01 Clinton the come-back 
kid,” Mr. Clinton told suppor- 
ters. 

Now Mr. Tsongas. Mr. Clinton 
and their three challengers go 
into the next round of primaries 
with major questions about 
whether any of them can survive 
the most severe marathon in 
American politics — the battle 
for the White House. 

Mr. Tsongas must prove he has 
national appeal beyond his nar- 
row New England base and raise 
enough money to carry on a 
campaign in several states at the 
same time over television. 

Mr. Clinton must demonstrate 
he is no longer “damaged 
goods”, as one former Democra- 
tic leader said. 

Nebraska Senator Bob Kerrey, 
Iowa Senator Tom Harkiu and 
former California governor Jerry 
Brown, who finished third, fourth 
and fifth, with 11, 10 and eight 
per cent respectively of the 
140,505 votes counted, must prove 
they can win in future primaries 
now that Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Tsongas are frontrunners. 

They face the danger that other 
candidates will jump into the race 
and try to grab the nomination 
now that Mr. Bush appears so 
vulnerable. 

‘Tonight’s election was a re- 
ferendum on George Bush and 
George Bush is a one- term presi- 
dent,” Democratic Party Nation- 
al Chairman Ron Brown told 
Reuters. 

Meanwhile U.S. voters in New 
Hampshire state gave New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo a good 
reason not to enter the Democra- 
tic presidential race Tuesday 
when they rebuffed a hi ghl y orga- 


nised effort to write in his name 
on the state's first-in- the nation 
primary ballot. 

Mr. Cuomo, long a favourite of 
the party’s liberal wing, received 
about three per cent of the vote. 

The governor said on Dec. 20 
that he wanted to be a candidate 
but his state's economic problems 
were so severe he could not run. 
He did not, however, discourage 
an organised effort to see him 
gain attention with a write-in 
vote. 

Tbe campaign unleashed a bar- 
rage of last-minute TV ads and 
banded out tens of thousands of 
leaflets explaining bow to write 
Mr. Cuomo ’s name on the ballot. 
But he finished a poor sixth in tbe 
race. 

There was one samll comfort 
for Mr. Cuomo. 

Fifth per cent of those who 
voted told pollsters they were 
unhappy with tbe declared 
Democratic candidates and said 
they thought Mr. Cuomo should 
run. 

Mr. Tsongas, declaring, 
“America, here we come," is 
moving swiftly to exploit his vic- 
tory in New Hampshire's primary 
with a campaign whirlwind de- 
signed to test his blend of pro- 
business economics and literal 
social views. 

“New Hampshire, you have 
done it again,” the former Mas- 
sachusetts senator exulted Tues- 
day night. 

Even before the votes were 
tallied, the 51-year-old Mr. Tson- 
gas mapped a seven-state sprint 
over four days — Maine, South 
Dakota, Maryland, Georgia, 
South Carolina, New York and 
Massachusetts — designed to 
plant his front-runner's flag for 
the upcoming primaries and re- 
plenish his warchest. 

The next all-out collision for 
Mr. Tsongas and Mr. Clinton 


shaped up as the Maryland prim- 
ary on March 3. 

Mr. Tsongas reveled in his vic- 
tory. 

Interrupted by a ringing tele- 
phone — he quipped: “Answer 
the phone and tell George Bush 
be cannot concede til 
November.” 

He stressed his anti-establish- 
ment candidacy, saying be was 
offended by the “arrogance” of 
party leaders talking of enticing a 
late entry into tbe race. Demo- 
cratic congressional leaders have 
made no secret of their distaste 
for Mr. Tsongas’ views and their 
concern about his nationwide 
appeal. 

He underscored opposition to 
the middle-class tax cut that con- 
gressional Democrats, Mr. Qiih 
ion and others favour. He wantes 
money to go to tax incentives and 
investments that will create jobs. 

Mr. Tsongas also said be is 
prepared for a fresh round of 
questions about ins three-year 
battle with cancer. To do that, he 
is airing television commercials in 
upcoming primary states with a 
New Hampshire-tested ad stew- 
ing him swimming. 

Mr. Tsongas was diagnosed 
with lymphoma in 1983, and 
underwent a bone marrow trans- 
plant and radiation as part of hi$ 
treatment. His doctors have given 
him a dean bill of health for bis 
campaign. 

Mr. Clinton minimised Mr, 
Tsongas’ victory, noting that be 
lives in Massachusetts, just across 
the border from New Hampshire. 

Mr. Tsongas moved to counter 
that. He said be has already 
gained in polls in South Dakota 
and Maryland — which hold pri- 
maries over the next two weeks 
— and said he expected to enjoy 
the surge in popularity ami news 
coverage that customarily go to 
New Hamsphire’s winner. 



Croatian a o ktkr s dean their weapons near the frontline while 
remaining on alert despite tbe ceasefire. 

Krajina Serbs postpone 
referendum on U.N. plan 

Operation since the Congo in 
1960-61. 

Mr. Babtc opposes the peace 
plan because ft would remove 
Yugoslav army units from Kra- 
jina and disarm thousands in the 
regional militia. 

He claims the U.N. needs to 
give Krajina Serbs, who have 
been in open rebellion against the 
government of Croatia, stronger 
gaurantees against attack by 
nearby Croatian forces. 

Although he has said there 
would be no “organised resist- 
ance” to peacekeepers, he has 
warned of possible incidents if the 
U.N. troops try to disarm his 
supporters. 

Krajina and another enclave in 
foe eastern part of Croatia broke 
off from the state after it declared 
its independence from Yugosla- 
via last June 25. 

Up to 10,000 people are esti- 
mated to have died in the bloody 
dvfl war which followed. A U.N. - 
brokered ceasefire has generally 
held throughout Croatia since it 
came into force Jan. 3. 

Mr. Milosevic and his allies 
have organised a rival Krajina 
assembly, which has voted to 
accept the U.N. plan and oust 
Mr. Babic. 

But Mr. Babic has strong sop- 
port in Knm, Krajina ’s capital. 

Repeated failures to break the 
deadlock have weakened the au- 
thority of Mr. Milosevic, who is 
accused by some Serbs of aban- 
doning Krajina after encouraging 
its rebellion against Croatia. 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Officials from foe rebel Serb 
enclave of Krajina citing alleged 
harassment by federal troops, 
Wednesday said they were post- 
poning a referendum on whether 
to accept the United Nations 
peace {Han for Yugoslavia. 

Tbe ballot, originally planned 
next weekend, ran into vehement 
opposition from the federal gov- 
ernment and the authorities of 
Serbia, which have already en- 
dorsed the peace plan. 

A part of Krajina’s assembly, 
meeting under the self-proc- 
laimed republic’s leader .Milan 
Babic, Tuesday asked U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
to delay deployment of up to 
14.000 peacekeepers until the re- 
ferendum is held. 

Zoran Toac, Krajina’s repre- 
sentative in Belgrade, charged 
federal military police had pre- 
vented tbe Babic government 
from updating electoral rolls in 
fire region to allow thousands of 
Serb refugees from other parts of 
Croatia to vote in the re- 
ferendum. 

Mr. Babic is in a fierce power 
struggle with Slobodan Milosevic, 
idem of Serbia, and MDe 
Ij, bead of Krajina parlia- 
ment. 

A substantial part of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force to be de- 
ployed in Croatia should go to 
Krajina. Their acceptance by tbe 
enclave’s authorities is consi- 
dered crucial for the success of 
fire U.N.’s largest peacekeeping 


Abortion controversy splits 
new Irish government 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds, only a 
week in power, faced a sptit in his 
coalition government Wednesday 
over a raped 14-year-old girl ban- 
ned fay the courts from having an 
abortion in England. 

The junior party in Reynolds 
two-party cabinet urged him to 
hold another referendum to sof- 
ten the blanket ban on abortion 
in the deeply Roman Catholic 
country. 

But government sources said 
Mr. Reynolds was reluctant to 
agree just nine years after die last 
plebiscite gave protection to the 
rights of the unborn child but 
bitterly divided Ireland. 

A major morality row erupted 
after the Dublin High Court ruled 
tbe schoolgirl could not have an 
abortion in neighbouring Eng- 
land because the rights of tbe 
unborn child bad to be consi- 
dered under a 1983 amendment 
to tbe constitution. 

Tbe convent-educated girl had 
been raped by the father of her 
best friend and has repeatedly 
threatened suicide since. 

Mr. Reynolds, wrestling to 
contain a major political crisis so 
soon after taking power, held 


talks Wednesday with opposition 
leaders on how to escape from 
the legal impasse. 

Pressure for constitutional 
change came from the Progres- 
sive Democrats, the small party 
that shores up the government 
led by Fianna Fail (Soldiers of 
Destiny). 

Energy Minister Bobby Molloy 
and his junior environment col- 
league Mary Harney said a new 
plebiscite was needed to amend 
the blanket ban on abortion writ- 
ten into the constitution after the 
1983 referendum. 

“We have to remember that 
the present situation has arisen as 
a direct result of the decision 
made by the Irish people in the 
last referendum. Another one 
seems inevitable,” Ms. Mollov 
said. 

Opposition parties also called 
for a new referendum. 

Workers Party leader Proinsias 
De Rossa said: “An appalling 
legal precedent has been created 
which will haunt every Irish 
woman and girl." 

Up to 4,000 Irish women and 
girls travel to Britain every year 
for abortions, often in secret for 
fear of condemnation at home. 


White S. Africans give 
verdict on De Klerk reforms 


POTCHEFSTROOM, South 
Africa (R) — White South Afri- 
cans voted Wednesday in a par- 
liamentary by-election expected 
to show whether President F.W. 
De Klerk is carrying his people 
with him on the road to democra- 
cy and black rights. 

Mr. De Klerk’s National Party 
(NP) and tbe opposition Con- 
servative Party (CP), which is 
trying to stop his reforms and 
bring bade apartheid, were both 
predicting victory in this market 
and univeraty town as polling 
stations opened. But most inde- 
pendent observers said tbe race 
was too dose to call. 

Crippling recession, soaring 
rates of violent crime and black 
political faction fighting since Mr. 
De Klerk began dismantling 
apartheid have made a win for 
the NP, which held the seat fo the 
19® general election by 1,583 
votes, unlikely. 

A strong showing by tbe CP — 
a margin of 1,000 votes or more 
among the 24,000 registered 
white electors — would under- 
mine Mr. De Klerk’s claims to 
have a mandate for h is plans to 


in trod nee a non-racist democracy 
after half a century of rigid seg- 
regation and denial of blade poli- 
tical and civil rights. 

The election is being watched 
nervously by Nelson Mandela's 
African National Congress, the 
biggest anti-apartheid group 
among voteless blacks, who out- 
number whites by 5-1. 

ANC leaders say a strong Mr. 
De Klerk is vital for the success of 
negotiations on a transition to 
majority rule. The talks are 
boycotted by the CP and the 
neo-Nazi extreme right who de- 
mand a separate white “father- 
land”. 

Potchefstroom, a community 
of white middle-and working- 
class businessmen, academksand 
farmers set amid overwhelming 
numbers of blacks, is South Afri- 
ca in miniature. 

. CP deputy leader Feidi Haxt- 
zenberg called the by-election 
“the most important political 
happening of tins century, ft can 
seal fire fate of reform.” 

Mr. De Klerk has said be 
would be ashamed to lose in the 
city, where he went to unrveiBty. 



50 people injured 

in rampage at 
pop concert 




SEOUL (AP) — More than 50 
teenagers were injured, one:eritf. . 
cally, in a stampede by hundreds ‘ 
of screaming fans wh<5 rofet- 
rupted a pop concert by the U& 
singing group New Kids Oa The 
Block, police said Tuesday. Hun- 
dreds of fans thro ftiog ftowen 
and gifts surged towards the stage 
40 minutes into the group's per- 
formance Monday night, causing 
a chaotic stampede tn the sellout 

crowd of 16.000 at the Olympic 
Gymnastic Hall, “it was pande- 
monium. - ' one witness said. 
“People were screaming and 
shouting. They couldn't move. 
Some were trampied.” Another 
witness said abour 100 people, 
mostly teenage girls, lay on fee 
floor scTeamirg for help as-oflters . 
fell on top of them. Pcflee trying* 
to bring the situation under'ean- 
trol dubbed some fan*, htr.smfl. 
Police said Park Jung-Yup, a 
17-year-old Seoul high school stu- 
dent. remained unconscious A a 1 
hospital Tuesday. KBS Teteri- 
sion quoted one doctor as saying • 
her condition was critical and da > 
might not live. Witnesses said 
panic erupted when about 2Q0r 
fans in the front rows suddenly 
stood up and swarmed around the 
stage. The fans apparently were 
seeking a better new of the pop 
idols, who were singing their im 
song. Tonight. Hundreds mote 
pushed forward from behind, 
causing a stampede. Dozens of 
screaming teenagers fell and were * 
trampled. - - . ■ ' r 

Korean farmers ; 
look for love 
in Sakhalin 

SEOUL *.R) — Eleven lonely 
South Korean farmers left for 
remote Russian-owned SakhaSa 
Island Tuesday to search for 
wives on the island better krown 
for coalmines then heart-tteubs. 
"There have been meetings set 
up between these men and women 
in Seoul. But it’s very hard fo find 
dry women willing to come to tbe 
country." an agricultural Coop- 
erative spokesman said. So on to 
chilly Sakhalin, north of. tbe 
northernmost Japanese home is- 
land of Hokkaido, where lives a 
colony of Koreans stranded since 
the end of World War IT. About 
43,000 Koreans were taken as * 
forced labourers to the southern 
half of the island, the Japanese 
territory of Karafuto. seized from 
imperial Russia in 1905. 

Need an 
accountant? 

Look at a live 
Norwegian billboard 

OSLO (R) — Some Norwegians 
will do everything to beat record 
jobless queues. One woman per- 
ched on scaffolding above a main 
Oslo street in freezing tempera- f 
tures Monday to advertise herself I 
as an accountant. “Capable 1 
accountant seeks new job,” an * 
eight metre long billboard beade 
her said. “Come up or caD.” 
Some seven metres above die 
ground sat Aase Ragnhild Vieim, 
38, in a sleeping bag and with a 
mobile phone nearby. A narrow 
staircase led up to the small plat- 
form where she was sitting. “I . 
haven’t got any job offers yet ," $ 
S Vk?«d. w ^° i°‘ ns Norway’s 1 
L-0,800 jobless on April 1 unless 
she finds a new job. 

dagger praises 
Japan officials - 
despite hold-up 

TOKYO (R) — Mick JaggerV 
veteran of many a verba! tussle 
^th immigration officers . vo#- 
dwide, gave Japanese officials top- 

2 S2 B h for H Gonrtesy Tucsda -y ^ 
KJf. h, f ^ *** » airport 
EX’ Iteration officials -ai 
Nanta Airport turned the British 

S* away Sunday night, J 

hnn^ i 25 ?"*** drugs con vie- 
oed iiTM 6 J J Ulice Ministry stepi 
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